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SYMPOSIUM * 


The Veterinary Profession, Past, Present and Future 


2.—The Present 


BY 


L. GUY ANDERSON 
Aylesbury 


HEN I was asked to speak about ** the present,” 

I was not quite sure just what was meant by 

that somewhat uncertain term ; but it did seem 
to me that there was a fairly natural break in our 
history at the end of the period Mr. Barber-Lomax 
has spoken to us about, and that from then on we 
entered an entirely new phase. Accordingly, I took 
as “‘ the present,” roughly speaking, my own life as 
a practitioner—that is, from 1936 to date. 

Now I must confess, Mr. Chairman, that my morn- 
ing was practically ruined by the story my friend Mr. 
Gould recounted of his introduction of the Professor 
of Surgery from the University of Toronto, and that 
dreadful reference of the McGill man who said, “* Is 
there another university?” As a Toronto man 
myself I must just tell you this : that McGill has not 
even got a veterinary school so it can hardly be con- 
sidered as a university at all ! Toronto, on the other 
hand, has the oldest veterinary school on the west of 
the Atlantic. This was formed, and founded I might 
say, by the late Andrew Smith, a graduate of the Dick 
School, and next year will be celebrating its centenary. 
Just in passing, I might say that Toronto was many, 
many, many years ahead of any of the English Schools 
in being a Faculty of a university. 

Listening to Mr. Barber-Lomax’s masterly review 
of some of the major events in our history, I rather 
felt that the period he has described could almost be 
referred to, or thought of, as a period of preparation. 
After the passing of the Act, and after the recom- 
mendations of the first Loveday Committee—if they 
were to be implemented—we, as a profession, were 
suddenly presented with tremendous opportunities. | 
think the next period, that from about 1938 until the 
present day, has been, after the period of preparation, 
a period of development. It is interesting to think for 
a moment just what we as a profession have done to 
ensure that that development should take place, and 





*Read at the annual meeting of the Association of 
Veterinary Students held in the University of Liverpool. 
January 20th, 1961. 
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1 would say, without any hesitation at all, that we 
have a great deal of which to be proud. 

Firstly, our opportunity was given to us, as is so 
often the case, by the outbreak of war. So often good 
comes out of evil, and the one lesson which the war 
taught us, | think, in this country, was the value of 
our livestock industry. Here I have to pay a tre- 
mendous tribute to that very small band of men who 
formed themselves into what was known as the 
Survey Committee of the old N.V.M.A., or the B.V.A. 
as we now know it. That handful of men, Dalling, 
Steele-Bodger, Hignett, Gould, who is with us to-day, 
and one or two others quickly saw the opportunity, 
and very soon were able to produce what was, | 
think, probably the first serious attempt to produce 
figures of the losses due to disease—what were termed 
largely preventable losses.” The figures were 
astronomical and so, from getting some idea how 
tremendous these losses were, a scheme was soon 
developed, in about 1940 or 1941, which was known 
as the Panel Scheme or the Survey Scheme, or the 
Scheme for the Control of Certain Diseases of Live- 
stock. Now that scheme was not a perfect one, it 
had lots of faults and was not welcomed universally 
by the profession ; but the majority of people in 
practice in the country did accept it, and endeavoured 
to follow it loyally and adequately. Thus, for the 
first time, the veterinary surgeon in practice, par- 
ticularly in country practice, became not merely 
someone to be called in at the last moment in the 
hope of saving a moribund beast, but a guide, philoso- 
pher and friend to the farmer and the stockowner, 
not only in relation to animal disease, but more still 
in relation to positive animal health, management, 
breeding, and so on. 

You people to-day, most of whom have probably 
seen a good deal of practice, can have no conception 
of the vast changes which have occurred in practice 
over the last 20 to 25 years. They are quite out of 
this world. I cannot adequately describe them myself, 

(Continued on page 223) 
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Anaesthesia and Surgery in Cage and Aviary Birds 


BY 


L. ARNALL 
University of Liverpool, Veterinary Hospital 


Part III—A Systematic Outline of Surgical 
Conditions 
The Outer Integument 
(See Arnall, 1958; Jennings, 1959; Crew & 
Mirskaia, 1931 ; Feyerabend, 1951 & 1957: Hare, 
193la, b &c; Jones, 1956 ; Jones & T.-W.-Fiennes, 
1959a & b ; Watmough, 1955; Taylor, 1958.) 


The Feathers 
OST abnormalities of plumage are attributable 
to medical conditions—diet, environment, hor- 
monal imbalance, parasitism and congenital or 
neo-natal conditions such as “French Moult.” 
Apart from local injuries, self trauma and the like, 
the following conditions are occasionally seen in 
canaries :— 

Single or multiple “* Feather Cysts’? (Hypopterono- 
sis cystica) and other Dermal Cysts. (Hare, 1931b; 
Arnall, 1958.) Feather cysts are known variously as 
“Follicular Cysts” (Hare, 1931a), “Feather Tumours” 
(Crew & Mirskaia, 1931), “* Lumps” (Hare, 1931c) 
and “ Federhorner”’ (Hennemann, 1909), and the 
condition has been recognised for at least 50 years. 
It is a disease confined largely to the canary, and in 
particular to the Norwich, crest, crestbred and plain- 
head breeds. The lesions appear as yellow hard, 
subcutaneous swellings of up to 3 cm. diameter, 
mainly on the dorsum of the body and wings, although 
they may be found on any feathered part of the body. 
They are single or multiple and at times neighbouring 
lesions appear to coalesce. The larger lesions may 
be pedunculated and show signs of rupture with 
exposure of the beige fibrous sebaceous-smelling 
contents. Lesions appear commonly during or 
following a moult. The lesions represent an 
abortive attempt at feather production whereby the 
feather follicle invaginates excessively and continuity 
of the outer integument is regained over it leaving the 
feather papilla totally enclosed in a cyst. Other cysts 
form from the skin nearby and also from the wall of 
existing cysts. Feather development continues in the 
confines of the cyst and the young feather becomes 
tightly rolled. Adjacent feather cysts coalesce and the 
resultant cavity is filled with furled feathers, keratinous 
flakes and partial septae of squamous cells and kera- 
tin. Fatty material also present gives the character- 
istic odour when the cyst is opened. The septate 
compound cyst is surrounded by layers of dense and 
looser connective tissue containing many blood 
vessels and a few smooth muscle fibres. In budgeri- 
gars and possibly other species, cysts seldom contain 
recognisable feather tufts but consist of mainly 
squamous and sebaceous material (Arnall, 1958), 
They closely resemble certain types of necrotic lipoma. 

The condition is probably hereditary in canaries 
and is associated with hormonal levels. Crew and 


Mirskaia (1931) found that treatment of affected birds 
with injected thyroid extract in addition to initiating 
a fresh moult, stimulated a new plumage to appear 
which did not carry fresh lesions, but was, neverthe- 
less, partially depigmented. 

Surgical removal of the larger masses can be at best 
a temporary expedient, for smaller lesions usually 
coexist hidden by the plumage and the subsequent 
moults will produce further lesions. Nevertheless, for 
aesthetic and other reasons surgery is often necessary. 
Under a suitable anaesthetic a ligature should be 
applied at the base of the lesion. An incision across 
the top of the lesion is next made and then the ligature 
is slowly drawn tight, whereupon the contents begin 
to bulge from the cyst. The contents are now curetted 
and the cyst lining cauterised by heat or a caustic 
substance such as phenol liquefactum. Where well 
pedunculated, an intact cyst may be amputated in its 
entirety. By use of these basal ligatures, haemorrhage 
can be completely checked. 

Badly affected birds, and all breeding birds that are 
even slightly affected, should be destroyed for eugenic 
reasons. It is only isolated pet birds which may 
justifiably be treated. 


The Skin Proper 

Few of the swellings on the body surface are truly 
in the substance of the skin and few again of those 
that are in the skin are in fact neoplastic. Papillomata 
are rare and epitheliomata and carcinomata are almost 
as rare, arising usually in chronically inflamed or 
abnormal tissue such as injured skin, the preen gland 
(Feyerabend, 1957) or the base of a feather cyst 
(Arnall, 1958). The preen or oil gland (Feyerabend, 
1957 ; Gray, 1936), or the uropyguim, is prone to 
caseous inflammation in anaemic and debilitated 
canaries and certain water birds. Improved hygiene, 
diet, fomentation, curettage or cautery will often 
relieve the condition. 


The Subcutaneous Tissue 

(See Arnall, 1958 ; Edwards, 1943 ; Feyerabend, 
1951 & 1957 ; Gray, 1935 & 1936 ; Keymer, 1958a; 
Ratcliffe, 1933 ; Fox, 1923.) 


Tumours 

If we include the diffuse and discrete fatty masses 
as well as true neoplasms, tumorous masses are very 
frequent. 

Benign tumours. Masses of adipose tissue are found 
over the entire pectoral region and infiltrating into 
the abdominal region, particularly in the small 
psittacine birds. Danger arises chiefly from damage 
by pressure and abrasion of the pendulous mass. In 
the abdominal site, the underlying musculature 
atrophies because of the degenerating effect of fatty 
infiltration ; as a result of the enlargement of the 
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Fic. 3.—Squamous-celled carcinoma of the horn-gener- Fic. 4.—Osteo-sarcoma of the orbit in a 2}-year-old 
e ating tissues of the beak in a S-year-old male budgerigar. male budgerigar showing ventral displacement of the 
y After extensive thermocautery the bird lived a further eyeball with the iris visible through the translucent 
e 18 months and at death showed merely granulation oedematous lower lid. 

tissue with no remaining carcinomatous cells. 
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abdominal viscera—particularly the liver, heart, 
kidneys and retroperitoneal deposits—by infiltrated 
fat, gross abdominal distention may occur amounting 
sometimes to rupture of the abdominal wall. Other 
subcutaneous sites such as the dorsum, the wings and 
the legs may have smaller deposits. In parrots, 
cockatoos and macaws the commonest site of fatty 
deposits is around the thighs. In budgerigars, even 
quite small fatty tumours show a striking tendency 
to necrosis, producing serosanguinous or friable and 
cheesy cystic centres, with a thin lipomatous shell. 
The latter are likely to be misdiagnosed as “‘abscesses.”” 
Other tumours show myxomatous or early fibroma- 
tous changes. 

(For surgical treatment see section on differential 
diagnosis and techniques in Part IV.) 

Malignant neoplasms. Small discrete masses adher- 
ent to a limb, head or dorsum of the body should be 
regarded with suspicion in all species. The majority 
show histological evidence of malignancy and include 
fibrosarcomata, spindle-celled and myxo-sarco- 
mata. Especially associated with the limb flexures, 
notably the elbow, carpus and tibia, osteogenic and 
related sarcomata are relatively frequent. Owing to 
the plumage, the period of growth is seldom accurately 
known. 

These neoplasms frequently attain a considerable 
size without systemic or even local metastases. Meta- 
stases when present are often confined to the lungs or 
the liver. 


The Skeletal System 

Rickets, osteomalacia, osteodystrophy, periostitis, 
neoplasia, congenital deformities and other conditions 
are discussed in this section (Arnall, 1958 ; Feyera- 
bend, 1957; Gray, 1936; Hare, 1937; Ratcliffe, 
1933 ; Fox, 1923). A 

Rickets. This occurs quite frequently in young 
budgerigars before leaving the nest. It is also seen 
sometimes in newly imported young parrots. In the 
former, the condition is associated with breeding 
out of season and a similar anatomy is found in 
severe French moult cases. The wings are powerless, 
and the legs are short and unable to bear the bird’s 
weight. Feather growth is poor. In larger birds the 
epiphyses are large, and the diaphyses may fracture 
or the tendons may slip. 

Vitamin D, concentrate by intramuscular injection 
in the thigh or subcutaneous injection in the neck may 
be tried in older birds which have been mildly affected, 
but badly affected nestlings should be destroyed. 
Breeding should be in the spring and summer only. 

Osteomalacia is sometimes met in aged parrots and 
cockatoos, and in young pheasants. The bone is 
brittle and splinters under mild stress. The cause is 
usually an excessively high phosphorus/calcium ratio, 
combined with a low vitamin D, intake or synthesis. 
Calcium lactate or gluconate and vitamin D, given by 
mouth may be tried in treatment. 

Osteodystrophy is occasionally met in adult parrots 
which have fatty tumours of the thigh region, or 
amyloid degeneration of the liver. The femora and 
tibiae may be fractured or distorted. 

Periostitis of the long bones of wings or legs occurs 
in some species. The bone thickens and hardens ; 
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lameness with pain is apparent, and the bird is dis- 
inclined to move or use its wings. Death occurs in a 
state of emaciation. The thickened shaft appears to 
be cancellated on section or in a radiograph. It is 
suggested that mineral imbalance is the cause. 

Neoplasia arising from or involving bone, cartilage, 
or the surrounding collagenous tissues are common. 
A high proportion are sarcomatous in type and many 
are osteosarcomas. Their histological classification 
indicates grades of malignauey, some of which would 
be fatal in a short period in maiymals due to meta- 
stases. In birds, amputation of the limb above the 
proximal extent of the tumour is followed by recovery 
in most cases. Rarely is it possible to remove the 
neoplasm alone or completely, but a combination of 
dissection, curettage and cautery may occasionally be 
successful in preventing recurrence. The majority of 
such growths will be spindle-celled, sarcomatous or 
lipomatous in type, and will not have invaded bone. 
If osteoid tissues become neoplastic only amputation 
of the part can lengthen the bird’s life. Such lesions 
associated with the skull or spinal column are inoper- 
able. In the few cases in which metastasis has occur- 
red, systemic disturbances are usually apparent. 

Congenital conditions of the skeletal system are 
common in nestlings of afl species. Monsters, 
deformities of the pelvis, hips, stifle, hock ana feet, 
“V-shaped sternum with deepening of the chev. 
and abnormal jaw development are among those met. 
Affected birds should be destroyed. 

Lesions of the musculature and collagenous tissues, 
apart from injuries and neoplasia are uncommon and 
will not be discussed here. 


The Respiratory System 

(See Arnall, 1958; Bradley, 1938; Jennings, 
1959 ; Feyerabend, 1957 ; Gray, 1936 ; Hare, 1937 ; 
Sisson & Grossman, 1945; Watmough, 1955; 
Sturkie, 1954.) 

This section covers the larynx, trachea, syrinx, 
bronchi, lungs and airsacs, and the conditions affecting 
it include obstructions ; fungoid material in the air- 
sacs ; torn airsacs ; post-traumatic airsac infection ; 
punctured abdominal or thoracic airsacs ; herniated 
airsacs ; subcutaneous oedema ; and. primary and 
metastatic thoracic neoplasia. 

Of the several parts of this system, few are sites for 
the surgical treatment of disease. 

Obstructions. Occasionally food and mucoid 
material, loose masses of dried exudate, and Syngamus 
worms become lodged in the upper part of the tract. 
If incomplete and moveable, the bird will usually 
expel the obstruction by coughing. In the larynx, the 
object can sometimes be extracted with fine forceps. 
Paroxysms of coughing rapidly provoke oedema of 
the lung and the effusion may quickly asphyxiate the 
bird or so stimulate the heart as to cause a large blood 
vessel to rupture. In more complete obstructions, 
swelling of the respiratory mucosa occludes the trachea 
and death occurs in a few seconds. 

Consolidated airsacs. The presence of inspissated 
exudate in the interclavicular or other superficial 
airsacs, particularly in pigeons, sometimes produces 
tumour-like subcutaneous masses. Accidental injury 
may lay open one of these sacs. Low grade infection 
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by bacteria or fungi becomes imprisoned after the 
skin heals. Chronic inflammatory reaction is associ- 
ated with an outflow of exudate in which infection 
flourishes and a similar clinical picture results. 
Incision, with or without anaesthesia, and curettage 
followed by the application of minimal quantities of 
mixed antibiotic creams and final suturing of the sac 
often affects a cure. No powders or liquid dressings 
should be used as inhalation may lead to asphyxia. 
Care must be taken during incision because of the 
proximity of the cl’ and the thyroid gland. In water 
birds infection b, the influx of dirty water can be 
acute and dangerous. 

Punctured airsacs are sometimes seen after birds 
have been mauled by cats. and sometimes they are 
seen during surgical procedures. An opening into 
the airsacs in itself produces little effect on respiration 
but the introduction into them of blood, peritoneal 
fluid, anaesthetics or drugs is liable to cause death by 
drowning, shock, or inhalation pneumonia. In 
canaries, and possibly in other species, dorsal hernia- 
tion of the axillary airsacs is sometimes noted. 
Incisions Or punctures are useless. Occlusion of the 
herniated sac hy ligature is often partly successful but 
large venous Sinuses lie in its depth, medial to the 
scapulac, and these must he avoided in the ligation. 

Subcutaneous or traumatic emphysema. (Jennings, 
1959 ; Gray, 1935; Hare, 1937.) This occasional 
condition of pigeons and other birds is characterised 
by a soft puffy, crepitating swelling, usually of the 
ventral aspect of the neck or the intermaxillary space. 
It may cause pronounced dyspnoea and even death 
on handling. A raised flap-like tear in the dorsal wall 
of the pharynx or in the cervical or clavicular airsacs 
are thought to be causes of the condition, the air being 
forced into the tissues during active expiration when 
flying or against a closed glottis in struggling. In 
nestlings, pressure of an over-full crop, coupled with 
violent expiration, is also a cause. Surgical closure 
of the injury may be feasible. 

Primary neoplasms of the lung are not rare and are 
usually malignant. Carcinomata and sarcomata are 
both found. Single large metastases may be found 
here in cases of primary neoplasia of the adjacent 
wing, gonad, kidney or other viscus. Blood-borne 
miliary metastases are occasionally found in the lung 
where they may be symptomless or may preduce vary- 
ing degrees of distress. They can rarely be diagnosed 
in life. Treatment is impossible. 


The Cardiovascular System 

(See Arnall, 1958 ; Jennings, 1959 ; Gray, 1936 ; 
Hare, 1937; Ratcliffe, 1933 ; Sturkie, 1954.) 

This section includes a discussion on injuries, 
degenerative changes—fatty or atheromatous vascular 
and cardiac distension, and rupture—* heart attacks,” 
and a note on the haemopoietic tissue. 

Injuries. Many cases of sudden death come under 
this heading. Deep puncture wounds by the claws 
and teeth of cats, although little may be visible super- 
ficially, often penetrate the large venous sinuses of 
the pectoral and dorsal thoracic regions ; they may 
also penetrate the vessels of a wing, leg or the neck 
and occasionally, via the ribs, the great vessels or the 
heart. Such internal haemorrhages are usually 
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swiftly fatal. After such a mauling, absolute rest and 
avoidance of handling give the bird the greatest hope 
of recovery. If it is alive after 12 hours, oral tetra- 
¢yclines should be given to combat establishment of 
pathogenic organisms. Smaller haemorrhages into 
airsacs are often fatal. 

Degenerative changes. In association with age, 
subcutaneous fat deposits and general obesity, a 
fairly common finding is fatty degeneration of the 
heart and occasionally atheroma of vessels. Often 
the heart dilates in an effort to compensate itself but 
if an affected bird undergoes strenuous exercise the 
auricle, vena cavae or jugular vessels may rupture. 
Death is then instantaneous. 

Hare (1937) recorded the following heart changes 
in pigeons : (a) chronic myocarditis associated with 
a “‘ square heart ”’ and a thrombus in the left ventricle, 
and (b) sclerosis of the aortic valves with some calcifi- 
cation in the ausps ; the heart, due to dilatation of 
both ventricles, appeared flabby and pearshaped with 
a slight hydropericardium. If dilatation interferes 
with impulse conduction and the heart becomes very 
inefficient it may miss several beats and a “ heart 
attack” results. This may occur at rest but more 
usually after exercise or handling. Gray (1936) 
emphasises that the condition must not be confused 
with labyrinthine or central nervous lesions, nor with 
cerebellar apoplexy, which collectively are more 
common, although clinically they are sometimes 
similar. In true heart attacks the symptoms of 
collapse, tremor and spasticity of the limbs, opistho- 
tonus and polypnoea pass off within a few seconds, 
and apart from temporary quietness, residual dysp- 
noea and perhaps ruffled plumage, the bird is normal 
again. Attention to a less fattening diet (including 
more varied and animal protein, mixed vitamins— 
particularly B,, B,. and E—and minerabs) often 
ameliorates the condition. In the absence of these 
acute symptoms in an obese bird, cardiac insufficiency 
often leads to an accelerated, deep and laboured 
Tespiration accompanied by rhythmical dipping of the 
tail, a tendency to close the eyes whilst perching and 
audible moist rattling sounds. Auscultation may 
reveal oedema of the lungs and fluid in the larger air- 
ways. It is impossible to count the heart rate in 
smaller birds as this is around 1,000 per minute in 
the canary but an impression of tachycardia may be 
gained. Death results in a matter of days or months 
and examination of the lungs shows intense congestion 
and oedema with a dilated fatty heart. Such changes 
are irreversible and death is often hastened by chilling 
and secondary infection. 

Most changes of the haemopoietic system are of 
academic rather than clinical interest. Tumours 
associated with the leucosis complex are quite rare 
in the cage and aviary birds but occasionally multiple 
foci of neoplasms of the myeloid and lymphoid series 
as well as other types are found upon post-mortem 
examination. 





The Digestive System 

(See Arnall, 1958 ; Jennings, 1959 ; Feyerabend, 
1951 & 1957; Gray, 1936; Hare, 1937; Jones, 
1956 ; Stafseth, Thompson & Grey, 1932; Fox, 
1923 ; Taylor, 1958.) 
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The buccal cavity, the oesophagus and crop, the 
proventriculus gizzard, duodenum, small intestine, 
caecae, colorectum and cloaca are dealt with in this 
section, and also the liver, pancreas and peritoneum. 

Foreign bodies and indigestible material. In birds 
with deformed beaks or beak fragility, whole peas, 
maize or other material may become lodged under the 
tongue. A single object, if neglected, may cause 
ulceration and burrow beneath the epithelium. Soft 
material tends to cake and often becomes reinforced 
with fungal hyphae. Both types cause dysphagia and 
halitosis and may be corrected by curetting away the 
foreign object, checking the suitability of the food and 
trimming the beak if necessary. 

Parrots and similar birds sometimes like to play 
with foreign objects and they may swallow them. 
As a result, pieces of wire tethering chain, beads, 
string, etc., may be found to be causing an obstruction 
anywhere in the region from the crop to the gizzard. 
Symptoms may be mild or unnoticeable for some 
time and may simulate indigestion or a dietary 
deficiency. 

An impacted dry crop is a common finding in most 

species. When the contents consist of normal good 
quality food the cause may be neuromuscular stasis, 
greedy feeding in a laying bird, lack of grit, obstructive 
foreign bodies or inflammation of the lower parts of 
the gut. The impacting material can often be softened 
and the crop emptied by manipulation. At other 
times, especially in caged wild insectivores, hair mixed 
with food, over-fibrous food and senility may be the 
cause. Similar aetiologies can also cause impaction 
of the gizzard. A mild laxative such as liquid paraffin 
or Magnesium sulphate may be tried first. Surgery 
of the crop is a straightforward procedure (see 
Operative Techniques) but laparotomy and surgery 
on the gizzard in the tiny species are hazardous. 
After treatment, semi-liquid food followed by a 
soaked seed or appropriately softened diet in small 
amounts is indicated. 
_ Torn crop. This quite common condition is seen 
in all species. If the lesion is of recent origin, closure 
in two layers should be performed—one of catgut in 
the crop wall (if separable) and the other of catgut 
or non-absorbable material in the skin. Unless 
obviously soiled, no antibacterial application is 
required. 

Sour-crop vomiting. \t must be realised that 
regurgitation is a natutal process in most species. In 
budgerigars, pigeons and many others it sometimes 
reaches pathological proportions. A clear, frothy or 
milky viscid fluid with a little seed is thrown up at 
intervals and regurgitation can be provoked by gentle 
pressure over the crop. Causes are varied and include 
stale food, dietary imbalance, bacterial and fungal 
infections, boredom, chemical irritation, and pro- 
ventriculitis with irritation of the crop by regurgitated 
acid and enzymes. A dangerous sequel is the inspira- 
tion of the viscous frothy material. The head must 
be held low during expression and pressure must be 
gentle and intermittent. 

Treatments claimed to be effective are weak 
potassium permanganate solution or 0-1 per cent. 
gentian violet solution orally by eye dropper. In 
pigeons, a powder comprising b-napthol, bismuth 
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carbonate, sodium bicarbonate and charcoal in 
a’l:2:1: 1 ratio has been used (Gray, 1935). The 
diet should be liquid for several hours and this should 
be followed by egg and then soaked grain. Lime 
water may replace the drinking water. 

Lesions of the proventriculus and small intestine 
(apart from foreign bodies) seldom figure among 
reports of surgical conditions in birds. 

Distention of caeca and rectum—* constipation.” 
Attributable causes are astringent substances, excess 
of fibrous material or grit, poor muscle tone due to 
inactivity or obesity, pressure on the rectum by a 
retained egg, a neoplasm or an incarcerated loop of 
gut in a ventral abdominal rupture and caking of the 
cloaca by wet droppings. 

Treatment commences with ensuring a clear way 
into the rectum by flushing with soapy water, lubrica- 
tion and manipulation. If the bowel does not sub- 
sequently empty the treatment should be repeated 
some hours later. Liquid paraffin or magnesium 
sulphate are given by mouth. Fruit and green foods 
will maintain softer faeces. (See also under Regional 
Differential Diagnosis and Some Major Operative 
Procedures.) 

Prolapsed rectum. (Stafseth, 1932.) This is usually 
associated with tenesmus resulting from a retained egg 
or from enteritis. Careful examination of the cloaca 
is necessary to distinguish rectal prolapse from that 
of the oviduct. Cloacal neoplasia can simulate or 
cause rectal prolapse. After the injection of a local 
anaesthetic around the cloaca, the rectum must be 
very carefully replaced using a lubricated rounded 
glass rod or other suitable object. This should be left 
in situ, held by plaster strappings to the tail, for some 
hours until swelling of the rectum has subsided. The 
causal enteritis or reproductive disorder must be 
treated simultaneously. 

Pancreas and liver. (Gray, 1936 ; Hare, 1937.) Of 
degenerative, inflammatory and neoplastic conditions 
of the pancreas little is known, but the liver is the site 
of numerous lesions, the commonest being neoplasia. 
Primary aneno-carcinoma and metastases of all types 
of malignant neoplasms are common, the various 
sarcomata figuring most frequently. Liver cysts are 
also found and these cause marked abdominal dis- 
tention at times. None is operable. Fatty changes 
in the liver are common in the obese bird and in 
certain parrots and cockatoos, and amyloidosis and 
osteodystrophy are sometimes found in obese elderly 
birds. A pale shrunken cirrhotic liver is reported in 
pigeons with progressive emaciation in spite of a good 
appetite. 

The peritoneum. Owing to its extent and distribu- 
tion the peritoneum is involved in many conditions 
of the abdominal cavity and its contents, but as most 
of these are of greater importance, their effect on the 
peritoneum will not be discussed here. A condition 
worthy of note is the marked fibrous thickening of the 
peritoneal floor in cases of ruptured abdominal wall 
associated with fatty degeneration of the musculature. 
It is difficult to comment on the peritonitis in view of 
the doubt as to the frequency of inflammation caused 
solely by extra-tubal egg material—also termed metro- 
peritonitis (Jennings, 1959). In some cases acute 

(Continued at foot of col. | overleaf) 








i92 THE VETERINARY RECORD March 4th, 1961 


Vol. 73 No. 9 


Observations on the Use of Methyridine* as an Anthelmintic in 
Practice 


BY 


JAMES YOUNG 
St. Martin’s Lane, Brechin, Scotland 


SUMMARY .—AIll animals in this series, except 
as specially noted, were treated by subcutaneous 
injection of methyridine at 10 c.c. per 1 cwt. body- 
weight (200 mg. per kg.). A total of 80 marked 
clinical cases of gastro-intestinal parasitism in sheep 
were treated, the great preponderance of these being 
advanced cases. All had been treated previously 
with other appropriate anthelmintics without effect 
and all made satisfactory recovery following a single 
injection with methyridine. No side- or any ill-effect 
was observed following treatment. Three hundred 
and forty-three ewes and lambs moderately parasitised 
were also treated successfully. 

Thirty-one cases of severe parasitic enteritis in 
calves showed extremely satisfactory results within 
5 days of injection. Although some animals were 
in extremis no harmful effects followed careful 
treatment. 


N this area of mainly arable farming, with a 

low livestock density, few permanent pastures, and 

relatively low rainfall, gastro-intestinal parasitism 
is not normally a problem. This spring, however, 
outbreaks of clinical disease occurred on a scale 
not previously experienced, with deaths, and lessened 
rate of live-weight gain amongst lambs and young 
cattle. Treatment with anthelmintics presently 
available failed in many cases to produce the im- 
provement hoped for. Later in the summer the 
opportunity arose to try a new anthelmintic drug. 








Anaesthesia and Surgery in Cage and Aviary Birds. 


bacterial inflammations have caused fibrinous effu- 
sions, or necrotic fat or other dead tissue has produced 
a serosanguinous peritoneal fluid for the most part 
devoid of pathogenic bacteria. It can be generally 
stated that the peritoneum of the bird is quite as 
resistant to manipulation and pyogenic infection as 
are other avian tissues. Bacterial peritonitis some- 
times accompanies septicaemia from which cases 
Micrococci, Pneumococci, Corynebacteria and Pasteur- 
ellae have been isolated. Antibiotic treatment is 
seldom of any avail and death is sudden, usually 
before treatment can be commenced. Surgical treat- 
ment in non-infected types will vary with the site and 
tissue of origin of the irritation, but the prognosis is 
always poor. 

(The final section in this series, Part IV, will be 
published in THE VETERINARY RECORD next week.) 


methyridine*. The following case-histories of flock 
and herd treatments, carried out under the conditions 
of general practice, describe the results obtained. 


Results in Sheep 

1. This flock of Greyface Suffolk Cross lambs had 
been clinically affected with both trichostrongyliasis 
and nematodiriasis some time previously and 2 months 
after dosing with phenothiazine and bephenium 
salts the condition of the lambs was reported to be 
declining further. Egg counts of faecal samples 
from 6 lambs were taken (Table I) and proved to be 
in accordance with the clinical signs. Seventy-cight 
of the worst affected lambs of the flock were weighed 
and injected with methyridine at the rate of | c.c. 
per 10 Ib. bodyweight (200 mg. per kg.). At the 
time of injection their average weight was 87.7 lb.— 
a lower figure than they averaged 30 days previously. 

TABLE | 


REPRESENTATIVE FAECAL EGG COUNTS FROM GREYFACE 
SuFFOoLK Cross LAMBS 








Pre-treatment Post-treatment 


Sample Faecal egg count Faecal egg count 
number —————_-_— - - . —__—__—__— 
Strongyle Nematodirus Strongyle Nematodirus 
I 400 200 200 Mil 
II 200 Nil Nil i 
il 400 ‘ 200 
IV 2,100 = 300 ‘a 
V 500 400 100 ” 
Vi 400 Nil 100 ” 
Total 4,000 600 900 . 








Decrease strongyle 77-5 per cent. 
Decrease nematodirus 100 per cent. 


Within 10 days after treatment the fall in the 
average weight had stopped and 5 lambs that had 
reached killing weight were sold, leaving 73 lambs 
with an average weight of 86.2 lb. Three weeks later 
the average weight of the 73 lambs was 91.6 Ib., 
and 17 lambs had reached killing weight. In the 
3 months following dosing 53 lambs were put away 
fat, and even during the latter 2 months of this period 
treated lambs showed a greater weekly live-weight 
gain over the untreated residue which were 
originally the most thriving animals in the flock. 

Apart from the significant weight gain all scour- 
ing had ceased within 5 days of treatment. 
Appetites were enhanced, and at about 10 days the 
fleeces showed a remarkable improvement having 





*“Promintic.” Trade mark of Imperial Chemical 


Industries Limited. 
(Concluded at foot of page 193) 
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A Clinical Evaluation of Methyridine in Normal Veterinary Practice 


R. R. MACRAE 
18 York Place, Perth. 


SUMMARY .—An account is given of field trials 
with methyridine against severe outbreaks of helmin- 
thiasis in 57 cattle in 6 herds and in 3 flocks of 
sheep. Results were uniformly beneficial with a 
reduction in faecal egg count and an improvement in 
appetite and general condition. Slight swellings 
were noted at the site of injection in cattle where 
the total dose of drug was given in a single injection. 


HE treatment of certain severe outbreaks of hel- 
minthiasis, particularly in cattle, has posed a 
difficult problem to the practising veterinary 
surgeon. Treatment with currently available anthel- 
mintic drugs has often failed and the need for a more 
efficient drug has long been felt. The claim that 
methyridine was effective against an extremely wide 
range of parasitic nematodes certainly merited study 


under field conditions. The following report con- 
cerns the use of this new drug in a number of out- 
breaks of parasitic gastro-enteritis in cattle and 
sheep attended by the author in the autumn of 1960. 


Trials against parasitic gastro-enteritis in cattle 

(1) On July 4th, 1960, I was requested to attend a 
group of Ayrshire heifer calves, approximately 8 
months old, most of which were scouring, one being 
recumbent and seriously ill. The history was that 
they had been transferred 2 weeks previously to a 
small field of old permanent pasture, which had been 
rested from the previous autumn and which had 
never been ploughed in the past 30 years. 

The recumbent animal and 2 others died before 
any action could be taken; the nematode egg counts 
of the 2 that died was estimated to be about 200,000 








Observations on the Use of Methyridine as an Anthel- 
mintic in Practice —Concluded. 


lost their grey, stringy, bedraggled appearance. The 
shepherd reported that the lambs had started to 
gambol again, a feature he had not seen for some 
considerable time previously. 

Two Border-Leicester Rams which had previously 
been dosed with phenothiazine, but had continued 
to [ose condition, had been taken inside and put on 
turnips and a concentrate mixture. When seen they 
were extremely emaciated and were scouring and 
lacking in appetite. Faecal egg counts showed 
3,900 and 200 Strongyle e.p.g. respectively, although 
both were in a similar advanced clinical state. Each 
was injected with methyridine at the rate of 1 c.c. 
per 10 Ib. bodyweight. Faecal counts made 5 days 
later, when both rams had regained much of their 
appetites, and scouring had ceased, showed worm 
egg production reduced to 1.000 e.p.g. in the one 
and increased to 700 e.p.g. in the other. Nevertheless, 
both rams continued to improve rapidly following 
this one treatment and were fit to work satisfactorily 
a month later. 


2. A praiseworthy feature of flock management 
is the routine anthelmintic dosing of breeding stock. 
Some of the worst instances of intestinal parasitism, 
even on previously unstocked or new pastures, are 
seen in lambs of cast hill-ewes from which a final 
crop has been taken on low ground. To test the 
value of methyridine in this prophylactic rdle 343 
ewes and ewe lambs ir two flocks (where representa- 
tive faecal egg counts showed infestation of sufficient 
magnitude to warrant it) were injected at the rate of 
1 c.c. per 10 Ib. Faecal egg-counts made 5 days 
after treatment showed significant falls and the 
animals had improved clinically. 


Results in Cattle 

1. Thirty-one calves and young cattle were treated 
subcutaneously with 200 mg. per kg. methyridine. 
All except 9 (which were clinically moderate cases) 
were extremely advanced cases, markedly emaciated 
and debilitated, and were profusely and persistently 
scouring despite previous anthelmintic treatment. 
Five were completely recumbent, 6 showed oedema 
of malnutrition and 4 could fairly be described as 
being “in extremis.” Deaths had been prevalent. 
Because our earlier policy was to proceed with 
caution in calves, the markedly debilitated animals 
were given 10 ml. per cwt. divided in 2 equal doses 
at 48 hours interval, otherwise the full dose was 
given by one injection. 

In all cases scouring ceased within 5 days of 
treatment and the animals presented a_ brighter 
appearance. Within a week the oedema had disap- 
peared and from the 8th to 10th day all recumbent 
animals were able to stand with one exception. This 
was a young Ayrshire calf which had 3 times received 
a therapeutic dose of phenothiazine. Despite this 
treatment it had continued to lose ground and when 
treated with methyridine it had been recumbent for 
3 weeks, was completely debilitated, anaemic, pro- 
fusely scouring and dehydrated, and weighed little 
more than a newly born calf. Its faeces gave a worm 
egg count of 7,700 strongyle and 1,300 Nematodirus 
e.p.g. Complete recovery could never result—it was 
too far gone and too many irreversible changes had 
taken place—nevertheless, complete cessation of 
worm egg production of strongyles and Nematodirus 
and complete arrest of scouring were achieved in the 
5 days following treatment. 

With the exception mentioned, all these animals 
improved in condition with increasing momentum 
regardless of whether eggs were completely absent 
from the faeces or only reduced in numbers. 
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eggs per g. anc that of the recumbent animal was 
127,800 eggs per g. Numerous oocysts were also 
present. The group was treated with fine particle 
phenothiazine suspension on July Sth and 9th, and 
19th, and Bifuran therapy was commenced on July 
18th in respect of the coccidiosis. Faeces examina- 
tions now revealed that the worm burden, although 
substantially reduced to counts in the region of 2 to 
3,000, was still a clinical problem, but the faeces no 
longer contained oocysts. 

The animals were capricious in appet:te and showed 
little response to improved indoor husbandry. At 
this stage, presumably due to the setback, husk symp- 
toms became increasingly more prevalent and the 
group was treated accordingly with Franocide on 
August Ist, 2nd, and 3rd. Little further improve- 
ment occurred and on August 8th all animals were 
treated with 200 mg. per kg. methyridine administered 
subcutaneously. The result was dramatic with faecal 
egg counts dropping from an average of 1,400 e.p.g. 
to 50 e.p.g. within 3 days. Further examinations 
showed no significant rise in faecal egg count over a 
period of 5 weeks following treatment. On this oc- 
casion no lumps were seen at the sites of injection, 
which was perhaps due to the lean condition of the 
patients and to the dispersal of the drug in 10 ml. 
amounts at different sites with subsequent brief mas- 
sage. In all cases, the stirks showed improved appe- 
tite and an all-round general improvement in vitality. 
By mid-November they had, without exception, 
completely regained normal condition and showed no 
sign of stunting or any legacy of worm infestation. 

(II) On September 27th a further opportunity arose 
for the use of methyridine. Two groups of stirks 
and calves (Friesians and Aberdeen Angus) had lost 
condition rapidly on this farm and preliminary faecal 
examinations indicated about 750 nematode eggs per 
gramme together with some lungworm larvae in the 
older animals. Treatment with the drug at 200 mg. 
per kg. subcutaneously produced a 95 per cent. reduc- 
tion in faecal egg count. The animals which were 
severely affected with husk were also treated with 
Franocide. The opportunity was lost in this case to 
assess the value of methyridine against Dictyocaulus 
although it is perhaps significant that no observation 
was made regarding the presence of lungworm larvae 
in the faeces examination carried out 7 days after 
methyridine therapy. With the exception of one ani- 
mal which was dying of parasitic pneumonia when 
first seen on September 29th, the remainder responded 
well to treatment and regained condition rapidly. 
The owner subsequently informed me that some of 
the “lumps” in these animals became septic but 
nevertheless the improvement in her stock was re- 
markable. 

(III) Another outbreak of parasitic scour in cattle 
was presented for clinical investigation on August 
19th amongst a group of 10 black polled stirks 9 to 
12 months old and approximately 34 to 4 cwt. in 
weight. These animals had lost condition over the 
previous few weeks and husk was also evident in the 
group. Coccidiosis was established in one animal 
which was one of the poorest: this condition re- 
sponded to Bifuran therapy. This animal was also 
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later treated with methyridine although the original 
worm egg counts of 100 and 200 respectively did not 
indicate a serious worm infestation. No lungworm 
larvae were seen in the faeces examined after methy- 
ridine treatment. 

This group has been seen from time to time and 
has improved most satisfactorily in general condition. 
The owner commented on increased vitality and ap- 
petite. Scour disappeared within 24 hours of injec- 
tion. Swellings appeared on most of these animals 
and may have been due to failure to massage or may 
be influenced by subcutaneous fat. 

(IV) A further outbreak of helminthiasis in 9 store 
cattle was intimated on September 29th, on premises 
where the husbandry was on a rather poor level. Ini- 
tial worm egg-counts were made but opportunity 
was only given for a check test on one or two of the 
treated group. The group showed satisfactory im- 
provement after treatment as seen by increased ap- 
petite and vitality, and termination of scour. 

(V) On October 3rd, 5 Friesian stot calves were 
treated for parasitic scour. They had shown rapid 
loss of condition over a period of only 10 days. The 
owner had suffered a previous severe outbreak of 
parasitism in his stock in the autumn of 1958, which 
in this district was a rather wet one. On that occa- 
sion several of his calves died and the remainder 
survived after considerable dosing and nursing al- 
though they still showed signs of setback well into 
the following summer. The calves now treated were 
grazed in the same convenient paddock of permanent 
pasture. This seemed an error of management, but 
otherwise the husbandry on this farm was of a very 
high standard. Negative faecal egg counts were ob- 
tained 4 days after treatment with methyridine. The 
owner observed that the stirks partially lost appetite 
on the day of treatment, but from the following day 
onwards showed a pronounced increase in appetite, 
became drier in faeces and subsequently regained 
condition rapidly. Swellings of insignificant size were 
= on 2 of this group and were absent 10 days 
ater. 

(VI) On December Ist, a group of 6 pedigree 
Friesian heifer calves, approximately 7 months old 
and average weight 3 cwt., were reported to be doing 
badly and coughing. A collective faeces sample ex- 
amined on December Ist showed that the calves had 
an average worm count of 700 Strongyle eggs per 
gramme and that viable lungworm larvae were also 
present. These calves had been out by daytime only 
during the summer and had been housed completely 
since early October. Three of the calves were affec- 
ted with broncho-pneumonia and pleurisy and they 
were each given 30 ml. of methyridine on December 
3rd while the remaining 3 were given 35 ml. each of 
the drug. A collective check sample was taken on 
December 10th and this showed that there were only 
100 worm eggs per gramme; no lungworm larvae 
were seen. Appropriate additional treatment was 
given to the 3 calves with pulmonary complications. 
No toxic symptoms resulting from use of methyridine 
were observed in any of the group. 

The owner intimates that these calves are now do- 
ing much better and that coughing has practicalls 
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ceased. No swellings appeared after injection. 

A further collective faeces examination from the 
3 “pneumonia” calves, taken on December 16th, 
confirmed that their worm egg count was nil and 
that no lungworm larvae were present. 

From the foregoing results it would appear that 
methyridine is of beneficial value in the control of 
* husk ” with emphasis on the larval stage and is 
possibly also lethal to the aduli worms in the bronchi. 


Trials against parasitic gastro-enteritis in sheep 

(1) An opportunity was presented on September 
19th to carry out a trial with the drug in a hill sheep 
flock of Blackface stock. The owner made a prac- 
tice of holding his ewe and wether lambs at weaning 
in August in fields which had been reserved for in- 
bye lambing, etc., and on which a considerable worm 
infestation had been built up over the years. 

At the time of the investigation the wether lambs 
had been on rape since the end of August. Several 
deaths had occurred during August in both the ewe 
and wether groups, and post-mortem examination 
had confirmed that these were due to heavy worm 
infestation and pneumonia. On August 27th all the 
wether lambs were treated with Frantin and put on 
rape. 

On September 19th faeces samples taken from 30 
ewe lambs and 15 wether lambs indicated the pre- 
sence of between 500 and 2,500 nematode eggs per 
gramme. 

All animals were treated with 200 mg. methyridine 
per kg. which produced a pronounced reduction in 
faecal egg count in the ewe lambs. Despite the fact 
that some of the wether lambs did not show a great 
depreciation in worm egg count, the owner affirmed a 
great response to the treatment with methyridine and 
was immensely satisfiéd with the quick response and 
improvement in condition, a number of the wethers 
grading over 90 Ib. at the end of October. 

The lambs were left in the “fanks” for 2 hours 
after dosing and, on being driven out, a small number 
of ewe lambs were seen to be slightly inco-ordinated. 
No other signs of a toxic nature were noticed and 
the condition appeared to pass off very soon after. 

(II) On October 3rd, a flockmaster submitted 4 
Border Leicester rams in poor condition and affec- 
ted with scour. Faeces samples were examined and 
methyridine administered at a somewhat cautious 
level. The respective bodyweights were guessed at 
2 to 24 cwt. but the maximum amount of the drug 
used was 15 ml. No further treatment was given and 
the animals showed considerable improvement in 
condition by the end of October although it apnveared 
that two animals had been underdosed possibly by 
5 ml. 

(III) Fattening lambs, folded on turnips and re- 
ceiving a supplementary ration of hay and perhans 
additional dry feeding such as oats, have done badly 
this autumn on many farms in this district due to the 
extremely wet conditions, with complications of 
pneumonia, and to the worm burden carried over 
from pasture. 

An occasion arose on October 24th to investigate a 
group of 19 feeding sheep which had done very badly 
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under the conditions described and had not re- 
sponded to the various worming treatments adminis- 
tered by the owner including the use of fine particle 
phenothiazine suspension. Faecal samples taken be- 
fore methyridine administration revealed counts of 
about 400 eggs per gramme. A rough estimate of 
the bodyweights was made by the use of a spring 
balance, representatives of the smallest and largest 
hoggs being used to form an average estimation. The 
owner reported little improvement for several weeks 
after dosing but now expresses satisfaction and de- 
scribes considerable improvement in condition and 
bodyweight with accompanying bloom and vitality. 


Discussion 


There can be no doubt that methyridine has pro- 
vided an almost revolutionary approach to the prob- 
lem of helminthiasis in cattle especially, and in sheep. 
There is evidence that the drug may also prove bene- 
ficial in the treatment of husk infection and if this be 
the case, a wide field of use may be offered in respect 
of controlling “ carrier” infections from adult ani- 
mals before turning out to pasture in the spring. 

From the preceding reports, there can be no doubt 
whatever regarding the anthelmintic efficiency of this 
drug in the control of gastric and intestinal worm 
infestations of cattle. There are indications that it 
may have a secondary advantage in respect of stimu- 
lation towards increased appetite and improved meta- 
bolism although this may be inairectly related to 
withdrawal of depressing factors. The appearance 
of swelling at the site of injection, though deprecated, 
does not appear to have any major significance and 
in the majority of cases disappeared within 10 days. 
the incidence varying with the weight and condition 
of the cattle and with the amount injected at any one 
site. Massage of the area at the time of injection 
appears to minimise the incidence of swelling. No 
toxic effects were observed. 

It is unfortunate that the opportunity to evalu- 
ate the efficiency of methyridine in relation to sheep 
came rather late in the season. The results, in the 
main, appear highly satisfactory and only slight toxic 
effects in the shape of slight inco-ordination were ob- 
served in one group. It would appear, however, that 
the therapeutic margin of the drug may be somewhat 
narrow and in the interest of efficiency a dose slightly 
less than 10 ml. per 100 Ib. may bear investigation 
in future sheep trials. Nevertheless, despite less 
dramatic results than those obtained in the bovine 
trials, the general opinion indicated that the drug 
was an efficient, rapidly acting, anthelmintic for sheep 
and again there were signs of secondary beneficial 
results from increased appetite and improved meta- 
bolism. 

Regarding the technique of administration, in sheep 
especially, it was observed that the efficiency of the 
dose could be seriously impaired by casual loss of 
very small volumes such as one or two ml. and by 
faulty injection, especially in small hill lambs re- 
ceiving approximately 5 ml. total dose, and with this 
point in view there may be grounds for dilution of 
the drug and corresponding increased bulk adminis- 
tered in this class of animal and in addition the thera- 
peutic margin might be widened. 
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A Summary of Anthelmintic and Toxicity Results from Field Trials 
with Methyridine 


T. W. GROVES 


imperial Chemical Industries Limited, Pharmaceuticals 
Division, Alderley Park, Macclesfield 


SUMMARY .—From trials involving over 2,500 
cattle and sheep conducted by private practitioners 
and other workers at 38 centres, and field toxicity 
trials on a further 630 animals, evidence is presented 
of the safety and efficacy of methyridine administered 
subcutaneously at a dose-rate of 200 mg. per kg. in 
the treatment of acute parasitic gastro-enteritis of 
cattle and sheep. 

The drug is well tolerated, although sometimes it 
causes a local reaction at the site of injection. The 
clinical response to treatment is rapid even in severe 
cases of helminthiasis. The anthelmintic effect is 
shown to be marked against nematodes of the 
abomasum, small intestine, and large intestine, and 
some activity is suggested against nematodes of the 
lung. 


HE stage at which the investigation of a drug 
Tis transferred from the laboratory to the field 

is one of the most testing. Well controlled 
experiments give reliable information, but the extent 
to which data so obtained relates to conditions out- 
side the experimental situation is always uncertain. 
The circumstances accompanying the field use of 
drugs are such that factors which may modify the 
effect of a compound, e.g. diet, climate and disease, 
will vary and interact uncontrollably. Moreover, 
factors unpresented in the controlled work may be 
encountered and prove to be of unsuspected 
importance. This communication summarises the 
results of our initial field trials with methyridine to- 
gether with those of some forty co-operating 
practitioners and research workers. 

The first objective was to seek confirmation of the 
laboratory evidence on the safety of methyridine 
administered at the therapeutic dose under as wide 
a variety of conditions as possible. The second was 
to obtain a clinical appreciation of the effects of the 
drug from a large body of professional workers. It 
was not expected that we should obtain fully con- 
trolled and enumerated anthelmintic data from such 
field trials and separate provision was therefore made 
to obtain this. Nevertheless, a number of workers 
who co-operated in the trials did undertake detailed 
investigations and we are particularly indebted to 
them for their interest. All the work described was 
carried out using a sterile solution of 90 per cent. 
2-(8-methoxy ethyl) pyridine (methyridine) in water. 


I. Toxicity 
Preliminary Trials 
The initial investigations in sheep, carried out by 
my colleague Mr. W. T. H»rrow. with the co- 
operation of Mr. R. G. Ogle, of Rye, and subsequent 


trials in sheep and cattle by myself, with the 
co-operation of Mr. D. T. Roberts, Pwllheli, are 
summarised in Table I. 

Sheep. No acutely parasitised sheep were avail- 
able at the time of these trials. Most of the animals 
treated were 4 to 5 months of age. The therapeutic 
dose of 200 mg. per kg. administered subcutaneously 
was Clearly safe (Table I). 

About one-third of the 50 ewes and 100 lambs 
which were treated at double the standard dose (i.e. 
375 to 400 mg. per kg. subcutaneously) showed slight 
inco-ordination and stumbling gait from 30 to 60 
minutes later. Seven of the poorer animals (3 lambs 
and 4 ewes) went down and within 4 hours after 
treatment 4 of these were dead. The remainder of 
the flock had already recovered normal locomotion 
and the 3 sick ewes were well the following day. 
Six animals showed slight lameness for up to 4 days, 
caused by local reactions at the site of the injection. 

Cattle. The first trials were made in severely 
emaciated animals (12-month-old Black Welsh cattle, 
average weight 2 cwt.) and consequently the dose was 
kept low (160 to 180 mg. per kg. subcutaneously). 
The results encouraged the use of full doses in sub- 
sequent trials and no side-effects, other than 
occasional dullness or inappetence lasting 12 to 24 
hours, were seen in any cattle treated by us at 200 
mg. per kg. subcutaneously. No animal received 
more than 60 ml. of drug solution in one treatment 
in these trials. 


The Local Reaction in Cattle 

Re-examination of treated stock showed that in 
some cases a marked local swelling had developed at 
the site of injection. In order to determine the worst 
effects that could follow treatment 46 animals (of 
varying weights and conditions) were deliberately 
injected with 16 to 60 ml. drug solution at one site, 
without prior skin sterilisation or massage. Any 
inflammatory reactions were measured 7 and 28 days 
later. The size of the local reaction (represented as 
the sum of the average length, breadth and thickness) 
plotted against size of dose, is shown in Fig. 1. 

In general terms, the larger the dose the greater 
was the local reaction produced. No abscess for- 
mation or ulceration occurred and the oedema 
remained localised with very little tendency to 
gravitate in the subcutaneous fascia. Even the larger 
lesions were not acutely painful and did not interfere 
with appetite. Where the injection site was less than 
about 8 inches from the convexity of the scapulo- 
humeral joint there was a tendency to slight 
mechanical lameness lasting 3 to 4 days. The 
oedema did not involve the cutis itself and the 
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GENERAL SIDE-EFFECTS 








Type of animal Number Condition 
Romney Marsh tegs ‘is 37 ; Fair : 
o » lambs ree 91 = 
Cross-bred ewes... ae 57 Good 
- lambs... int 70 a 
Welsh ewes ... = me 6 ‘ 
o ee me aie 50 Fair 
lambs act ne: 60 Good 
“ - sl sae 100 Fair 
. ns wilt ” 26 . 
Total sheep ... om 497 
Welsh Black calves ... onl 6 Very poor 
Guernsey calves = ihe 3 
Hereford crossed stores... 3 - . 
Other store cattle... aul 54 Poor-fair 
“ “ ‘ ei sa 18 
Aberdeen Angus... met 42 
« o Si oe 10 
Total cattle ... oe 136 


Dose rate 
mg. per kg. Route General side-effects 
225 S/c. Nil* 
200 * “ 
200 
200 
225 = 
375-400 2 deaths, temporary inco-ordination 
225 Nil 
375-400 2 deaths, temporary inco-ordination 
200 Nil 
160-200 S/c. 1 calf on top dose slightly inco-ordinated 
30 minutes later, normal in four hours 
180-200 Nil* 
160 Ps 
200-220 “ 
200 Oral 
200 S/c. 


200 Oral Nil 








Nil*—Some animals in poor or fair condition receiving doses in excess of 200 mg. per kg., subcutaneously, showed some dullness 
and tended to go off food for 12 to 24 hours after treatment, but returned to normal next day. 
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DOSE OF METHYRIDINE IN MLS 


likelihood of the reaction being mistaken for a 
positive intradermal tuberculin reaction appeared 
remote. Eventually the reaction disappeared without 
trace in most cases; in a few animals a thin layer 
of fibrous adhesion could be detected on palpation. 
Experience in these trials suggests that if the 
injection is not truly subcutaneous, but under super- 
ficial panniculus muscle, or the fascia immediately 
covering skeletal muscle, the reaction tends to be 
more severe. Accidental misapplication of this type 
may account for some of the variation in degree of 
reaction seen in the field. 


Practitioner Trials 
The summarised details are shown in Table II. 
All treatments were carried out at a nominal dose 
of 200 mg. per kg. administered subcutaneously. 
General effects. It is noteworthy that there is 
excellent agreement between our preliminary results 
and those of the workers co-operating in these trials 








TABLE II 
SUMMARY OF ToxiIcITy DATA REPORTED BY FIELD 
WORKERS 
(i) General side-effects Cattle Sheep 
Deaths ascribed by practitioners to 
drug ime on eas - 1 
Deaths ascribed by practitioners to 
other causes es - thes ? 0) 
Severe side-effects (marked inco- 
ordination)... eas ae nth 1 
Slight dullness or inappetence up to 
24 hours after dosing en 128 21 
No side-effects observed... mS 700 1,654 
Total ne 836 1,685 
(ii) Local reaction at site of injection Cattle Sheep 
Marked or severe local reaction... 215 1 
Slight local reaction ae woh 259 661 
No local reaction observed ia’ 362 1,023 
Total ne 836 1,685 








on the degree of safety offered by methyridine in 
sheep and cattle at a dose of 200 mg. per kg. sub- 
cutaneously. Only one animal was believed to have 
been killed by the drug itself despite the fact that the 
great majority of the treated cattle were acutely 
affected with helminthiasis, commonly ostertagiosis 
or trichostrongylosis. During the period of the trials 
(September, October, November, 1960) the sheep 
which were treated were generally less severely in- 
fested than cattle and this, perhaps, is reflected in the 
lower incidence of dullness after treatmeat in this 
species. 

One sheep showed an acute general reaction within 
two minutes of subcutaneous injection. This was 
not due to gross overdosage as the animal was 
weighed prior to treatment. The remarkably rapid 
onset, so Outside the general experience, suggests 
that part of the dose may have entered a peripheral 
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vein. The animal recovered within 30 minutes. 

The Local Reaction. Details are given in Table 
II, Approximately 75 per cent. of cattle were 
reported as showing slight or no reaction to the in- 
jection, and no sheep (except one) showed any severe 
swelling. This particular animal, a tup, developed 
a severe subcutaneous oedema (which eventually 
ulcerated) extending downwards over the belly. The 
practitioner concerned believed that this result might 
have been caused by infection at the site of injection, 
and the absence of other cases of a similar nature in 
this large series tends to confirm this opinion. 


II. Clinical and Anthelmintic Results 

It is not practicable to display in full the details 
reported by practitioners and other workers relating 
to the 2,500 animals in these field trials. Table III 
sets out the essential information that was obtained, 
the comments in the column “ Clinical observations ” 
being those of the clinician concerned. 

Data relating to certain trials (36 JFG, 34 JH, 
37 RRM, 33 JAAW, and 35 JY) is to be discussed 
in other papers by the workers concerned. Because 
of the varied nature and circumstances of the 
majority of the trials it is possible to make only 
general statements concerning the results and to 
discuss some points of special interest. 

(i) Clinical effect. There appears widespread 
support for the view that methyridine is extremely 
rapid in action and that the diarrhoea associated 
with parasitic gastro-enteritis is stopped in 48 hours, 
or less, in many cases. Appetite is generally restored 
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quickly (2 to 5 days). These effects are maintained 
and very few animals in these trials required re- 
treatment. 

These effects are all the more remarkable in that 
very many of the cattle treated, and some of the 
sheep, were severe cases of parasitic gastro-enteritis, 
some of which had failed to respond to recent treat- 
ment with other drugs (phenothiazine, bephenium 
salts, piperazine, copper sulphate, etc.). 

(ii) Anthelmintic effects. \n most cases where 
faeces samples were taken before and after treatment 
a marked reduction in egg-count followed treatment 
in both sheep and cattle. The interval between pre- 
and post-treatment faecal samples varied in different 
trials from 2 to 35 days and a statistical analysis of 
the full data suggests that egg-counts do noi rise 
significantly towards pre-treatment levels for 3 weeks 
or possibly longer. 

Post-mortem worm-counts on small numbers of 
cattle and sheep show that excellent activity can be 
obtained against Ostertagia and Trichostrongylus 
spp. in the abomasum, and Trichostrongylus, Nema- 
todirus and Cooperia spp. in the intestine of cattle 
(Trial 7 TBN/O); 100 per cent. of 7. axei were 
eliminated from the abomasum of sheep (Trial 30 
TEG). 

The trial centre 1 PLS/JL has reported that the 
11 cattle referred to in Table IV were part of a 
larger group all seriously affected with parasitic 
bronchitis. Two died immediately before treatment 
and proved to be heavily infested with D. viviparus. 
No treatment was given except methyridine, but 


Taare Ill 
ANTHELMINTIC AND CLINICAL EFFECTS OF TREATMENT WITH METHYRIDINE 














Faecal counts (e.p.g.) Average 
Total of animals——-—— = _— —_————_——- reduction Sampling Number Nature Previous 
Source treated Pre-treatment Post-treatment in interval of of anthelmintic Clinical observations 
————-_-—_-— ~ —_—_—---—— —— count, (days) animals infestation treatment 
Cattle Sheep Average Range Average Range per cent. sampled (recent) 

1 PLS/JL 27 0 1,750 200-6,250 115 Nil-300 04 9 ll Ostertagiosis Phenothiazine Highly satisfactory response ; 
+lungworm = repeatedly coughing reduced or eliminated. 
disease Post-mortem evidence suggests 

effect on lungworms 

2DjP 26 0 6,000 8 Phenothiazine, Rapid and remarkable improve- 

copper sul- ment within 4 days. Scour 
phate ceased, 4 controls dosed with 
phenothiazine severely ill 
7,000 4 Phenothiazine Acutely ill; housed for treat- 
ment ; turned out in few days. 
Now thriving 

8 QMS 100 0 2,000 50-10,400 20 Nil-200 99 3 9 Suspected 1-S3treatments Diarrhoea stopped in 24 hours 
Ostertagia with pheno- and animals quickly began to 
and thiazine or thrive 
Cooperia bephenium 

recently 

4GJM 35 0 ve None Immediate improvement in 

appetite ; scouring stopped 

6 AR a] 0 775 500-1,100 275 100-500 64 2 4 None Improvement in condition and 

scouring stopped 

6JF 42 0 Phenothiazine 18 very seriously ill, recovering 


well in 2-6 days and faeces 
much improved in character 
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TABLE I11—continued 














Faecal counts (e.p.g.) Average 
‘Total of animals -—— —— ——_____—-_——— reduction Sampling Number Nature Previous 
Source treated Pre-treatment Post-treatment in interval of of anthelmintic Clinical observations 
- —— ~- - —-- + —__——_——_————— _ count (days) animals infestation treatment 
Cattle Sheep Average Range Average Range per cent. sampled (recent) 
7 TBN/O 81 1,830 500-3,600 110 Nil-400 94 12 7 Suspected None Some deaths expected, but all 
Ostertagia showed marked improvement in 
7 days 
795 = Nil*®-5,600 145 Nil-700 82 10 20 Majority All showed marked improvement 
phenothia- after injection 
zine, 
piperazine 
{ 2,220 300-7,500 100 Nil-800 91 5 9 ) Ostertagiosis None ‘Treated and control animals 
4 (2,040 =900-2,900 1,180 Nil (44) 5 Se > housed from day of treatment. 
| control) { Post mortem at fitth day showed 


30,000 Ostertagia, 1,000 Tricho- 
strongylus axet in abomasum, 
100) Nematodirus and 2,300 
Cooperia in intestine of one 
control and average of 150 
Ostertagia only in abomasum 
(no intestinal infestation) in 2 

treated animals 
2.150 Nil*-7,600 270 Nil-800 S8 5 20 Ostertagiosis - Very weak and some expected to 
die. One died night of treat- 
ment ; remainder made quick 

recovery, 

rT) Sheep trial unsatisfactory—con- 


trols also improved 


SIN 50 0 3,000 100 7 4 l Pricho None Clinical recovery from acute 
strongyles disease in 4 days 
1,300 500 62 s Chinnical recovery from acute 


disease in 5 days 
1.900 (Bulk 1,300 (Bulk 73 1” i ; Very good clinical effect 


sample) sample) 


9 DEM D 0 Clinical effect good and improve- 


ment noticeable in one week 


iOHR 1D oO Phenothiazine Even very weak cattle have 
in some cases shown marked clinical benefit 
with regained appetite and loss 


. of scouring in 48 hours 


1 GEC 20 0 100 Nil-700 350 300-700 12 14 ; Pricho 


2 phenothia All 3 improved clinically ; one 
strongyles zine doses in animal relapsing 2S days later 
ind Nema- previous 16 
todirus days 
ise , 
ted. 2 WHI 33 0 Improvement shown in day or 
ests two ; results good 

13 TLAM 60 0 (Data incorporated in Dr. Walley’s paper) Phenothiazine Response in all cases, except one, 
ove- was almost immediate and great 
cour improvement seen alter one 
with week 
eat- M4FV] 15 u Clinical effect most satisfactory. 
lays. Scour ceased and condition im- 

* proved rapidly 
ours 15 De » 0 None Clinical response most encourag- 
n to ing 
16 GAP 25 0 Repeated Faeces much firmer in 36 hours 
phenothiazine 
in 7 EW] 12 100 Great clinical improvement in 
d all cases except 3 extreme cases 
in sheep which died 
and - 

ISAMB 0 8 None 9% tegs scouring have cleared up 
ring WRI 5 - Two pheno- Consistency of faeces and appe- 
eces thiazine tite improved in 48 _ hours, 
r doses in except in one case where a 

previous 40 second treatment in 4 days was 
days completely effective 
. 


! ammmal only. 
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TABLE I11—continued 


Average 














Total of animals— reduction Sampling Number Nature Previous 

Source treated Pre-treatment Post-treatment in interval of of anthelmintic Clinical observations 
_—$$ —_—_—____—__—_—-————— count, (days) animals infestation treatment 
Cattle Sheep Average Range Average Range per cent. sampled (recent) 

20 AJW 6 0 650 Nil-1,750 <10 Nil-50*® 99 i4 6 ‘Trichostron- - Marked improvement — these 
gzvle, Nema- animals were also affected with 
todirus, lungworm disease 
Cooperia 

21 JAP 10 220 Initial counts <1,000 in cattle ‘Trichostron- None Excellent recoveries, with im- 

falling to nil uyle proved response over those 
dosed with fine-particle pheno- 
thiazine 

22 JM 24 0 300 No second sample 19 Phenothiazine Obvious improvement in | week, 

clinical recovery in 14 days. 
Control group of I! on 
bephenium relapsed after 
apparent recovery 

5 None Animals very ill and given 400 
mg. per kg. ; made remarkable 
recovery 

23 W)J 25 0 390 Nil*-13,000 ? ? “= Excellent clinical effect 

24 JBW l 12 Phenothiazine Ali cases extreme, 1 lamb died, 

remainder markedly improved 

25 PMFS 0 144 Phenothiazine Good effect. ‘Treated animals far 

less affected than 100 pheno- 
thiazine “controls” in sub- 
sequent Pasteurella outbreak 

26 NRT 0 100 Details not available, little effect Phenothiazine Inconclusive result 

on egg count 

27 PSH 18 0 200 No second sample None Improvement in condition and 

no scouring 14 days later 

28 LGA 10 0 Heavy infestation Phenothiazine Diarrhoea ceased and appetite 

and copper returned in all cases—great 
sulphate difference seen at 24 hours 

29 FAC 3 0 1,500 900-2,000 830 200-1 ,500 44 S } Phenothiazine Animals underdosed. Scouring 

stopped but animals remained 
very poor 

20 TEG 0 3 3,800 3,000-4,800 0 Nil-1 100 4 3 Trichostron- None ‘These animals were post mortem- 
gylus axei ed on the third day and showed 

(3,625 2,500-4,750 4,600 2,550-6,650 4 2 100 per cent. removal of T. axei 
control) 

" . —- — - - 

81 RGO 0 73 1,460 Nil-2,700 730 400-1 ,000 0 3 8 Strongyle { None Scouring ceased within |) days, 
and Nema- | pasteurella pneumonia present 

S todirus < 
700 =100-1,100 130 100-200 80 3 | (few) | Considerable improvement in § 
J | None days 

32 PMS 0 80 Bulk None Those lambs scouring quickly 

sample “dried up’ 

33 JAAW 47 5) 

34 JH 25 21 

35 JY 26 327 Subjects of separate communications 

86 JFG — 40 

37 RRM 47 404 J 

38 AHT 0 10 f 1,550 200-3,600 560 0-4,100 “4 ~ 10 ) Trichostron- No marked improvement (in any 

| gylus of the groups) 
1,720 Nil-6,800 66 0-400 8 9) > some None Phenothiazine treated control 
| S | Strongyloides | 
(2,730 _ 550 8 s} J | Untreated control 








® 1 animal only. 
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coughing ceased rapidly. One animal died 19 days 
later (of pneumonia) but no lungworms were found 
at post-mortem. Similar interesting but inconclusive 
reports, based on clinical observation, have been 
made at other centres (11 GEC, 37 RRM, 3 QMS). 

Although some depression of the coccidial count 
has been noted in some cases following treatment 
with methyridine, in other cases it has risen, and no 
significant action is suspected from these results 
against coccidial infection in sheep or cattle. 
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ANDRE MAYER F.A.0O, FELLOWSHIPS 


The Food and Agriculture Organisation of the 
United Nations has announced that it will offer 10 
or 12 André Mayer Fellowships in 1961. These 
awards will be made under the following two groups : 
Research. For unusually promising persons with 
research experience behind them who would offer 
a guarantee for the carrying out of independent 
research work. Research Training. For younger and 
promising individuals who have demonstrated an 
inclination towards, and an aptitude for, research 
work. 


The subjects presented must be in relation to 
F.A.O’s activities which comprise land and water 
development, plant production and _ protection, 
animal production and health, rural institutions and 
services, fisheries, forestry and forest products, 
nutrition (non-medical), atomic energy in food and 
agriculture, and agricultural economics. 


Further information can be obtained from the 
Secretariat of the F.A.O. National Committee for the 
United Kingdom, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food, Whitehall Piace (East Block), London, 
S.W.1. The closing date for the receipt by the Secre- 
— of complete application forms is April 30th, 
1961. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Diet in Relation to Reproduction and the Viability of 
the Young. Part I1I—Pigs. By D. L. DUNCAN and 

G. A. LopGe. Commonwealth Bureau of Animal 

Nutrition. Farnham Royal (1960). 20s. 

The large volume of material in this work is 
presented in a clear, precise manner under 5 headings 
relating to (1) criteria of present-day productivity, 
(2) physiology of the sow during pregnancy and 
lactation, (3) variations in the reproductive perfor- 
mance of sows, and their causes, (4) requirements 
of the sow, and (5) nutrition of the boar, bibliography 
and index; the world literature has been combed 
for reliable information relating to all these aspects. 
The presentation, the excellent nature of which is 
now familiar to us, is such that the reader may look 
up at short notice any individual aspect in which 
he is particularly interested, e.g. litter size at birth, 
congenital malformations, or, in the chapter on the 
sow, information relating to her requirements of at 
least 24 different factors. 

There is no point in attempting to abstract or 
précis: such a publication as this as it is already 
refined to a sufficiently concentrated basis to be still 
informative on the many aspects of this very topical 
and absorbing subject. It is a ready reference book 
of considerable value, particularly to the scientifically 
trained person, providing instructive reading for a 
wider range of persons interested directly or indirectly 
in the pig industry. 


Zur Wirkung kondensierter Phosphate und anderer 
Salze auf tierisches Eiweiss. The action of con- 
densed phosphates and other salts on animal 
protein (translated title). By L. Korrer. M. & H. 
Schaper, Hanover (1960). 27 DM. 

Described as a dissertation on the implication of 
chemico-physical factors on the manufacture of 
sausage products, this doctorate thesis is technically 
complex; while the results are valuable, it is not 
suitable for general reading. The translation of the 
summary is as follows :: 

1. In scalded sausage meat manufacture the basis 
is not the swelling of the muscle fibres; destruction of 
fibres and peptisation of the muscle protein particles 
are the fundamental processes involved. Mechanical 
insults must therefore be supplemented with electro- 
lytic effects which thereby guarantee optimal 
conditions for extraction and solution of the muscle 
protein particles. An explanation as to the action 
of salts which could possibly be a basis for tripe 
production has accordingly been concentrated on 
extraction methods. 

2. The condensed phosphates used in tripe pro- 
ducts raise the extraction of fibrous protein from 
soaked minced meat many times compared with 
other salts. No statistically significant differences 
were determined between common salt, orthophos- 
phates, citrates, lactates, etc. From the extraction 
experiments came no suggestion that orthophosphates 
and citrates could be classified as having a similar 
effect to that of the condensed phosphates. 

3. As a result of extraction viscosity studies it 
appears that the active content of the condensed 
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phosphates depends on dissociation of Actomyosin. 

4. The attachment of the dissociated acting poly- 
phosphates to the protein particles is aided by Mg 
ions. The elimination of the mineral alkalis cannot 
therefore be considered as the origin of action of 
the condensed phosphates. Besides, an exclusive 
elimination of Ca ions cannot be considered vital 
because other Ca-binding substances showed no 
“ softening” effect in viscosity experiments. It is 
as yet undetermined whether the necessary extrac- 
tive action of pyrophosphate, which is fully effective 
only after about 24 hours, is associated with a 
primary deficiency of free Mg ions. 

5. In connexion with sausage product additives. 
experiments are lacking as to the extent to which 
the particular salt protein associates cause an 
alteration in the optimal flocculation. 

6. Viscosity and density of the sausage meat mix- 
ture is lowered by pyrophosphates. This discourages 
swelling and hydration of the muscle protein by 
condensed phosphates. 

7. Pyrophosphates aid the expansion of insolvent 
meat protein in a particular ion concentration and 
at the same pH, to a lesser extent than common salt, 
orthophosphates and citrates. 

8. The pressure method of Grau and Hamm can- 
not be considered the absolute method of calculating 
the degree of hydration. Further tests are necessary 
as to the effect of hydration. 

9. The observation that muscle protein during 
heat coagulation absorbs more water when in the 
sol-state than in gel can be attributed to the finer 
network of soluble protein when coagulated, so that 
free water is more easily enveloped. It is, however, 
also possible that hydration per unit of protein sur- 
face area after the addition of condensed phosphates 
is not sO great, on account of the larger protein 
surface following peptisation, but together more 
water has been fixed already in the non-heat- 
denatured state. 


Medical Helminthology. By J. M. Watson. Bailliére, 

Tindall & Cox, London (1960). 84s. 

A glance at the Table of Contents reveals that 
this is not just a catalogue of species or an easy key 
to the identification of parasites. As befits a man of 
his wide experience in the twin spheres of teaching 
and research, the author has attempted the com- 
prehensive approach to his subject and the result 
is a volume of undoubted interest and appeal to the 
professional helminthologist. Inevitably, in some 
aspects it covers much of the same ground as previous 
books, Faust’s “Human Helminthology” for 
example, though usually common ground is covered 
at a different pace and in a different manner so that 
the reader acquires a new viewpoint. 

Veterinarians engaged in teaching and research 
work will have ready access to the volume and will 
find in it, conveniently marshalled, many items not 
hitherto collected. But let your reviewer address 
himself mainly to the man in practice who will want 
to know if the book is likely to be of immediate 
assistance to him in his daily work. The short 
answer is “No,” but all the same there are several 
chapters in the General Introduction which would 
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interest him and give him an understanding of the 
problems posed by helminth infestation in the animal 
that is Man. 

The main body of the book, a systematic account of 
the helminths parasitic in Man, is of only incidental 
interest to the veterinary surgeon in practice. Some 
parts, indeed, might even confuse him as in the 
chapter on the Trichostrongylidae where both Tricho- 
strongylus colubriformis and T. instabilis are treated 
as valid species though veterinary helminthologists 
have long regarded them as one; and where it is 
said that the infective juveniles (we must not call 
them larvae any more! see pp. 28/29) of all the 
many species of the family are capable of entering 
their hosts by skin penetration. 

On the other hand, there are sections in this part 
of the book which the veterinary surgeon would find 
of value, especially on those occasions when he is at 
loggerheads with his local medical man on the subject 
of the source of infestation of human ascarids and 
pinworms. In the case of Enterobius vermicularis 
the doctor, as often as not, will blame the cat or 
the dog or even the budgie as the carrier instead 
of the real culprit, usually the child next door. Now 
it can be shown from this authoritative book that 
unless the veterinarian’s client is in the habit of 
keeping a chimpanzee or a marmoset or even a Lar 
gibbon, none of his pets can be guilty of transmitting 
pinworms to children. 

(Practical Hint: If you don’t want to buy the 
book yourself, persuade your doctor to get it, for 
it will do him a power of good. Then you can 
borrow it for the week-end and point out the relevant 
passages.) 

It is not the purpose of your reviewer to give 
here a critical appraisal of the scientific merxs or 
demerits of the book. Suffice to say that, in general, 
propositions are fairly put and inferences fairly 
drawn, arguable though some of them may be. The 
volume is well-produced and the type clear, but one 
feels that, nere and there, a better selection of illu- 
Sstrations could have been made; some of them are 
sO poor as to be misleading rather than helpful. And, 
despite expert proof-reading, a few typographical 
errors have crept in. 

A book of this kind, containing as it does 
references to new treatments, is often out-of-date by 
the time it is published. Dr. Watson’s work suffers 
less than many in this respect and he is to be con- 
gratulated on keeping up so well with contemporary 
developments. Medical Helminthology is written 
primarily for a special group of people but your 
reviewer believes that every one connected in any 
way with the biological sciences will find something 
of interest and value in it. A quotation from the 
Preface is apt: “ . it becomes of increasing im- 
portance to accelerate the dissemination of knowledge 
concerning the diseases due to parasitic worms, not 
only among members of the medical profession but 
also among intelligent citizens of all countries and 
especially those where the worm-burden is high; to 
foster the use of up-to-date methods of diagnosis, 
treatment and prevention; and to stimulate research 
into the many unsolved problems which prevent a 
more rapid conquest of these diseases.” 
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Quarterly Council Meeting of the B.V.A. 


A meeting of the Council of the British Veterinary 
Association was held at the Connaught Rooms, Great 
Queen Street, London, W.C.2, on Friday, January 
20th, 1961. 


The President, Mr. S. Jennings, was in the Chair, 
and the following members were present:— 

Mr. A. J. Adams, Dr. E. C. Appleby, Messrs. G. Atkin- 
son, I. S. Beattie, A. J. Beeson, R. L. Bell, N. M. Black, 
Miss W. M. Brancker, Messrs. G. F. Brown, G. K. Buckler, 
Lt. Colonel G. N. Bushman, Messrs. H. E. Bywater, E. R. 
Callender, W. H. Carr. Major F. Chambers, Messrs. P. E. 
Curtis, J. A. Dall, Dr. G. O. Davies, Messrs. T. C. Denholm, 
A. C. Dixon, J. B. Edwards, K. G. D. Evans, Miss M. J. 
Freak, Messrs. F. A. Gordon, A. M. Graham, O. Graham- 
Jones, Lt. Colonel D. A. Green, Messrs. I. G. Hall. P. K. 
Hall-Patch, E. F. Hardwick, H. F. Hebeler, G. N. Hender- 
son, S. L. Hignett, S. F. J. Hodgman, Dr. D. G. Howell, 
Messrs. R. Hunnam, J. M. Ingram, Messrs. F. V. John, 
J. B. Johnston, Mrs. K. G. R. Kelly, Messrs. D. G. 
Llewellyn, J. G. Loxam, J. H. McGhee, R. E. McGrath, 
N. P. Male, T. Barton Mann, J. A. Manton, Captain W. M. 
Mitchell, Dr. R. F. Montgomerie, Messrs. J. A. Moss. R. 
Muir, D. S. S. Nicholson, D. F. Oliver, G. M. G. Oliver, 
A. D. Osborne, J. H. Parsons, J. A. Pasfield, Dr. J. K. L. 
Pearson, Mr. L. E. Perkins, Captain R. N. Phillips, Dr. 
S. E. Piercy, Mr. E. M. Pittaway, Dr. P. D. S. Pugh, Messrs. 
W. J. B. Robson, G. W. Searles, A. G. Singleton, A. Steele- 
Bodger, D. L. Stewart. Mrs. G. M. Stuckey, Messrs. A. M. 
Taylor, G. Tullis, W. Tweed, Miss O. Uvarov. Messrs. J. B. 
White, E. Wilkinson, A. J. Wright, R. L. Wylie. G. Wyse. 


The General Secretary read apologies for absence 
from:— 

Dr. F. Alexander, Messrs. K. P. Anderson, A. G. Beynon, 
A. C. L. Brown, R. S. F. Campbell, A. S. Chapman, E. 
Conn, Miss M. Dalby, Messrs. I. G. George, G. B. S. 
Heath, A. Hector, Dr. W. F. H. Jarrett. Messrs. Bruce V. 
Jones, F. T. W. Jordan, Dr. J. O. L. King, Messrs. D. G. 
Lewis, E. F. Lewis, Dr. D. Luke, Dr. W. I. M. McIntyre. 
Messrs. Wm. C. Miller, P. J. Mitchell, Professor A. Robert- 
son, Mr. W. T. Rowlands, Dr. K. C. Sellers, Messrs. A. 
Sutherland, E. G. Sutton, A. Thomson, A. L. Wilson, 
S. W. Wood. 


The President extended a cordial welcome to Mr. 
John Hodgman whom, he said, the Council were 
delighted to see back again after a serious operation. 
Mr. Hodgman was a Past-President and he had done 
a great deal for the Association, but, in addition, he 
had the affection of all members of Council. It was 
very gratifying to welcome him back and to see him 
looking so well. 


Mr. Hodgman thanked the President for his kind 
remarks. 
Minutes 
The minutes of the previous Council meeting. as 
published in the SUPPLEMENT to THE VETERINARY 
RecorD of December 31st, 1960, were confirmed and 
Signed. 


Mr. A. J. Beeson raised the matter of disbudding 
calves. 


Mr. A. J. Wright, speaking as Chairman of the 
Committee responsible for the minute on the disbud- 
ding of calves, said the matter was thoroughly dis- 
cussed in the Committee. There had been a number 


of inquiries about the present position, and it was 
felt that it was time that the profession came out 
into the open and said that it was or was not cruel 
without a local anaesthetic. He still adhered to the 
minute and maintained that without anaesthetic the 
disbudding by actual cautery of calves was cruel. 


Mr. J. B. White said that the matter had been 
brought into the open again by a request from one or 
two Divisions to know the position of the veterinary 
surgeon supplying his client with local anaesthetics. 
It was brought to the notice of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons on these grounds, and the 
Royal College stated that they considered it was 
proper for a veterinary surgeon to supply his client 
with local anaesthetics because it was not possible to 
disbud a calf with actual cautery without causing 
unnecessary suffering. It was thought that it would 
be better to be candid and to state that local 
anaesthetics should always be used. 


Correspondence 
The General Secretary read the correspondence. 


Membership 
The General Secretary reported that the number of 
members after the previous meeting was 4,808. 
Fighteen veterinary surgeons and | veterinary prac- 
titioner had resigned since the previous meeting. 
The names of 28 members had been removed from 
the Register since the last meeting. 


Obituary 

The Council stood in silence while the General 
Secretary read the names of those members who had 
died since the previous meeting. 

M’s. R.C.V.S. Messrs. G. Dykes (North Shields), Hugh 
Fraser (Tavistock), L. St. Bel Golledge (Sherborne), T. Hod- 
gins (Nenagh), M. McDonogh (Ennistymon), H. E. Pry- 
therch (Abergele). 


Captain R. N. Phillips referred to. the passing of 
Mr. L. St. Bel Golledge who, he said, was a Past- 
President of the Society of Practising Veterinary Sur- 
geons, which body he represented on the Council of 
the Association at the time Captain Phillips attended 
his first meeting. Mr. St. Bel Golledge was a person 
who could always be approached, for advice. It came 
very readily, and it was good, shrewd and true. Mem- 
bers of Council would understand what he meant 
when he said that Mr. St. Bel Golledge lived for the 
horse, and he typified a group of people—rapidly 
diminishing—which represented an era of chivalry, 
now fast disappearing from our daily lives. 


Election of new members 

The General Secretary reported that in addition to 
the list of new members shown in the agenda, 43 
members had been proposed. The names were as 
follows: — 

M’s R.C.V.S. Messrs. J. Aitken gael K. B. Baker 


(Chichester), I. Banks (Glasgow), K. W. Barber (Redditch), 
K. J. Blake (Tavistock). J. Bleby (Hatfield), E. J. G. Brander 








204 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


(Huntly), C. J. Burrows (Rochdale), J. B. Callaghan (Bos- 
ton), C. R. Chandler (Kingsbridge), B. Dawkes (Oswestry), 
J. M. Deeley (Loughrea), D. W. Donaldson (New Zealand), 
P. A. Doncaster (Grimsby), D. E. G. Evans (Lampeter), 
W. E. S. Evans (Pwllheli), J. Facer (Cowfold), R. S. Farman 
(Wotton-under-Edge), A. P. Goodman (Morpeth), M. W. 
Gregory (Retford), A. Harkness (S. Rhodesia), G. W. Jones 
(Ruthin), U. Kally (Israel), A. W. D. Lepper (Bromley), 
Miss D. Liversage (Glasgow), Messrs. B. R. Loveday (Laun- 
ceston), D. F. McHenry (Lower Ballinderry), R. K. Medd 
(Cambridge), N. T. Middleton (Bramhall), R. S. Millard 
(Ludlow), N. A. Milner (Aylesbury), A. Moore (Ripon), J. 
M. Morris (Bedlinog), J. Murphy (Cootehill), C. P. O’Neill 
(Cappamore), R. N. Neill (Scunthorpe), D. Wynne Owen 
(Criccieth), J. P. Parsonage (Shrewsbury), S. L. Paul 
(Newry), C. J. Randall (Haslemere), J. P. Rigby (Blackburn), 
K. J. Sanders (Winslow), I. M. Seckington (Eccleshall), J. 
Sharpe (Dun Laoghaire), D. J. Simpson (Edenbridge), P. 
J. Smyth (Sunderland), H. R. Stevens (Beccles), Miss R. E. 
Stockley (Farnham), Messrs. I. Stretch (Dollar), E. C. Thom- 
son (Strathaven), H. Thornberry (Castleknock), C. J. Tinkler 
(East Molesey), K. B. White (S. Rhodesia), R. C. Young 
(Shaftesbury). 


The members were duly elected. 


The General Secretary said that the total member- 
ship was 4,811, and membership was up by 138 on 
the figure for January 1960. It was a matter of in- 
terest that the number of members struck off was the 
lowest since the war. 


Committee Reports 


THE TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 


Mr. J. B. White moved the reception of the report. 
On the motion of Mr. White, seconded by Miss 
W. M. Brancker, the report was adopted. 


A meeting of the Technical Development Committee was 
held on Monday, Sth December, 1960). 

Present: Mr. J. B. White (Chairman), Mr. K. P. Ander- 
son, Dr. P. S. Blackburn, Mr. R. S. T. Bowden, Miss W. M. 
Brancker, Mr. J. W. Bruford, Mr. J. A. Dall, Mr. T. C. 
Denholm (Hon. Secretary), Mr. S. L. Hignett (Vice-Presi- 
dent), Prof. J. S. S. Inglis, Mr. J. McC. Ingram, Mr. S. 
Jennings (President), Dr. J. O. L. King, Dr. R. F. Mont- 
gomerie, Mr. J. A. Moss, Mr. E. M. Pittaway, Dr. K. C. 
Sellers, Dr. E. L. Taylor, Mr. A. L. Wilson, Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge, Mr. A. J. Wright. 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. A. G. 
Beynon (Vice-President), Mr. H. F. Hebeler (Hon. Treasurer), 
Mr. R. M. Loosmore, Dr. W. I. M. McIntyre, Mr. D. F. 
Oliver, Professor A. Robertson and Mr. W. T. Rowlands. 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on 6th October, 
1960), having been circulated in advance, were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


Matters Arising 

(a) Calfhood Vaccination Scheme and Brucellosis Eradi- 
cation. The Chairman reported that the proposed joint 
representations to the Ministry of Agriculture pressing for 
the initiation of a brucellosis eradication campaign were 
awaiting comments from the Scottish National Farmers’ 
Union, through their counterpart, the English N.F.U. It was 
also reported that the Sub-committee set up to review the 
British Veterinary Association’s policy in relation to brucel- 
losis had not yet met, but hoped to do so shortly. 

On the former point, it was agreed that a hastener should 
be sent to the London office of the National Farmers’ Union 
enquiring as to the progress of their correspondence. There 
followed some discussion on the relationship between B.V.A. 
Headquarters and its Scottish Branch on the one hand and 
the English and Scottish National Farmers’ Unions on the 
other, and the feeling was expressed that the work of the 
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Technical Development Committee would be greatly facili- 
tated if clear lines of communication could be laid down. 
It was therefore agreed that the General Purposes and 
Finance Committee should be asked to place the question 
on the agenda for their next meeting. 

(b) Conference on Hypomagnesaemia. The Chairman re- 
ported on this Conference which he felt had been a very 
successful one with a probable attendance of about 300. 
The subject of Hypomagnesaemia had been generally venti- 
lated among representatives from many walks of agriculture, 
He thanked the President for acting so ably as Chairman 
during the two days of the Conference and also added his 
thanks personally to Dr. Sellers, not only for his analysis 
with Mr. Ogden of the replies to the questionnaire sent out 
before the Conference, but also for the very great help he 
had given during the Conference itself. He also thanked the 
staff at B.V.A. Headquarters for their contribution towards 
the success of the Conference. 

On the motion of Dr. Montgomerie and seconded by Dr. 
Blackburn, the Committee placed on record their congratu- 
lations to the Chairman who had been primarily responsible 
for the organisation of the Conference and who was thanked 
for all the good work he had done. 

As regards the proceedings of this Conference it was 
agreed after discussion that it would be of great benefit if 
they could be published. It was accordingly recommended 
to the General Purposes and Finance Committee and the 
Editorial Committee that this should be done as soon as 
possible. 

Finally, as a general comment, it was suggested that if 
any further conferences of this nature should be contem- 
plated serious thought should be given to holding it at some 
other time of the year. November was a difficult month for 
dairy interests and this may well have influenced the at- 
tendance at the present Conference. 

(c) Blood Grouping in Domestic Animals. Dr. Sellers 
reported that the Sub-committee on this subject had met on 
17th November and considered the reply from the Agricul- 
tural Research Council to the enquiry as to the extent to 
which the A.R.C. were interested in establishing blood 
grouping services. As this reply still left unanswered certain 
questions, a further enquiry had been sent to them in an 
attempt to clarify the position. He felt it was highly desir- 
able that a statement of B.V.A. policy in the matter should 
be made and the Sub-committee was in the process of draft- 
ing it. He hoped it would be ready for presentation at the 
next meeting of the Technical Development Committee. Dr. 
Sellers was thanked for his report and the Committee agreed 
that a decision on further action must depend on the reply 
from the Agricultural Research Council. 

(d) Fowl Pest Policy Sub-committee. Dr. Wooldridge, 
the Chairman of the Sub-committee dealing with this matter, 
reported that 6 representatives of the B.V.A. had given oral 
evidence to the Government Committee on this subject. He 
outlined the specific questions the B.V.A. had been asked 
and summarised the reply. 

The Committee recorded formally its thanks to Dr. Wool- 
dridge and his colleagues on the Sub-committee for the ex- 
cellent work they had done. In particular they expressed 
their appreciation to Drs. Gordon and Garside who had 
made an invaluable contribution to the B.V.A. evidence 
with their summaries respectively on the History and Epi- 
zootiology of the Disease, and on vaccination against it. 

The question was raised as to whether the B.V.A. evi- 
dence should be published and if so at what stage in rela- 
tion to the publication of the official report of the Inter- 
departmental Committee. With this in mind, it was agreed 
that the B.V.A. written evidence and supporting papers 
should be circulated to all members of the Technical De- 
velopment Committee well in advance of their next meeting 
to give them time for consideration in this matter. 

(e) Fluorescent Lighting as a Potential Fire Risk. It was 
reported that no reply had yet been received from the Home 
Office to enquiries on this subject. The Committee’s atten- 
tion had been drawn to a recent Symposium of the Royal 
Society of Medicine which touched on this form of lighting 
as a risk to be encountered in operating theatres, and it was 
thought that the risk was equally great in the more general 
conditions of veterinary surgeries, where laboratory methods 
were frequently encountered, for which reason the profes- 
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sion’s attention should be drawn to the dangers. Various 
expedients for doing so were discussed, among them a pro- 
posal that the Editorial Committee should be asked to in- 
spire in the first place an editorial in THE VETERINARY 
RECORD, followed by a series of articles, possibly based on 
the experience of members, and designed to build up an 
accumulation of data on accident risks generally in veterin- 
ary practice, including those from fluorescent lighting in the 
presence of inflammable anaesthetics. 

After discussion it was agreed that a Sub-committee on 
Accidents in Veterinary Practice, comprising Miss W. M. 
Brancker, Dr. R. F. Montgomerie and Mr. A. L. Wilson 
should be appointed to study the matter and recommend 
methods of bringing it to the attention of the veterinary 
profession. 

(f) David Black Award. It was noted that the proprietors 
of “Pig Farming” had supplied an extract from their jour- 
nal, in which the award was announced, but it added little 
to what was already known as to the criteria. It was decided 
that the matter could be raised again the following year, if 
the B.V.A. were invited to make a nomination for the 
award. 

(g) Handbook: “A Guide to Pregnancy Diagnosis’. The 
Committee received with appreciation an acknowledgment 
from Mr. F. A. Edgson of their thanks to him personally 
for his work on this booklet. They expressed the hope that 
this handbook, prepared as it was by an expert body, would 
be given as wide a circulation as possible, and they sugges- 
ted for the consideration of the Finance Sub-committee that 
it should be issued free of charge to all members in prac- 
tice, or, alternatively, free of charge to any member who 
might apply for it. 

(h) Swine Fever. Arising out of discussions by Council 
the previous month, some general consideration was given 
to the question of the period which should elapse between 
vaccination and sale of pigs. The point was made, however, 
that as schemes are run on local basis, no policy statement 
from the B.V.A. was called for at this stage. It was there- 
fore agreed that the time was not opportune at the present 
time to set up a Sub-committee to consider B.V.A. policy. 


Handbook Sub-committees. 


(a) Skin Diseases of the Dog and Cat. The Chairman, 
Miss Brancker, reported that the handbook was with the 
printers and had now reached the galley-proof stage. The 
time had therefore come for the Sub-committee to be dis- 
solved, and Miss Brancker and the members of her Com- 
rene 3g were warmly thanked for their work on the Hand- 

00 

(b) Exotic Pets. The Chairman, Mr. Dall, reported that 
no meeting had been held since last the Technical Develop- 
ment Committee met and that the text was complete, with 
the exception of the table of dosages which was still 
awaited. 

There followed some further discussion on the form in 
which the Cage-Birds Section of the Handbook was to be 
published, and on how the remaining species (which it was 
originally proposed that this Handbook should cover) were 
to be dealt with. It was agreed it was imperative that the 
cage-bird material should be published as quickly as pos- 
sible, and that the Finance Sub-committee should be asked 
to bear this point in mind when estimates for the various 
possible formats came before them. 

(c) Poultry Diseases. The Chairman, Dr. King, reported 
that the Sub-committee had met recently and had gone 
through 15 contributions, which he hoped would shortly be 
ready for submission to the main committee, with those 
minor amendments proposed by the Sub-committee incor- 
porated. 

(d) Equine Diseases. It was reported that progress was 
continuing and that another meeting of the Sub-committee 
would be held the following day. 


Other Business 


(a) Disbudding. It was recorded, as a matter of report, 
that at the last quarterly meetings a question from the 
R.C.V.S. on disbudding had been channelled through the 
Farm Livestock Committee, whose view, endorsed by 
Council, was “that the disbudding of calves by actual 
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cautery without a local anaesthetic caused unnecessary suf- 
fering”. 

(b) Sale of Cattle certified free from Johne's Disease: 
Again as a matter of report; the Committee were given a 
summary of the reply which had been sent to the member 
who first raised this question. The matter was in fact one 
for the Farm Livestock Committee; which would deal with 
any possible further correspondence about it. 


Date and Place of Next Meeting. 
Wednesday, Ist March, 1961 at 10.30 a.m.—7, Mansfield 
Street, W.1. - 


THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

Miss M. J. Freak moved the reception of the 
report. She drew particular attention to the item 
dealing with leading articles on topical controversial 
subjects, and said that it had been the endeavour of 
THE VETERINARY RECORD recently not only to publish 
more articles of a high standard, but also to increase 
its value to the profession as a newspaper, and if that 
endeavour were to succeed, accurate news should be 
accompanied by informed comment. 

There had been considerable criticism recently for 
not giving informed comment. In asking the Council 
to recommend the change, the Committee were fully 
alive to the fact that the readers of THE VETERINARY 
RECORD would assume that the editorials were, in 
fact, the views of the Association, and the Committee 
did not ask for safeguards to be abolished. However, 
the Committee did ask that those safeguards should 
be applied in a rather less ponderous and long-winded 
manner. Whenever any controversial matter cropped 
up as news and there was a desire to publish a leader 
on the subject, there might be a doubt as to whether 
it constituted a matter of policy of major importance; 
but if it were necessary to wait until the next quar- 
terly meeting to see what the General Purposes and 
Finance Committee felt about it, one point on which 
there could be no doubt was that by then it would 
no longer be news. 

In asking for the Great Yarmouth Resolution to 
be rescinded the Committee were in fact asking what 
the Association wanted of THE VETERINARY RECORD. 
Did the Association want THE VETERINARY RECORD 
to include comment on controversial subjects, or did 
they want THE VETERINARY RECORD to concentrate 
only on the presentation of clinical and _ scientific 
articles and domestic news? Could the profession be 
helped in any way in the field of public relations . 
through THE VETERINARY RECORD? 

Since 1939 the Committee had been closely bound 
by the Great Yarmouth Resolution, but they felt that 
both the Association and THE VETERINARY RECORD 
had come a long way since 1939, and if they were to 
continue, mutually, as was hoped, to advance their 
prestige and status, the bonds ought to be eased be- 
fore they inhibited further growth. 

It was not a matter for the Council to decide in 
its entirety. It would require a resolution from the 
Council to go before the next annual general meeting 
if Council thought fit, and the Editorial Committee 
asked for particular consideration to be given to that 
item. 


Mr. White said that Council should, in his view, 
support the Editorial Committee’s proposal. A good 
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editorial was rather like a judge’s summing-up, and 
tried to present the facts of the case without neces- 
sarily expressing a leaning one way or the other. One 
would have thought that there could be little to argue 
with such a presentation of current views held on any 
particular subject, and the action of the Editorial 
Committee in trying to enable THE VETERINARY 
RECORD to be up-to-date in its news and in present- 
ing a balanced picture should be supported. 


The President said that there did not appear to be 
much opposition to the proposal. The Great Yar- 
mouth Resolution could not be rescinded by the 
Council; but Miss Freak no doubt wanted to test the 
feeling of the Council before proceeding further. 


Miss Freak asked for guidance whether a resolu- 
tion of the Council was required to go before the 
annual general meeting. 


The President said that provided due notice were 
given, there did not seem to be any reason for the 
Council to have a resolution on the item. 


Mr. G. N. Henderson said he assumed that the 
recommendation by the Editor for increasing adver- 
tisement rates had been estimated on the basis of the 
business being obtained. He was a little concerned 
that the item on “Advertisement Rates” seemed to 
imply that increased revenue was necessary, whereas 
the “Editor’s Report” indicated that advertising 
revenue had never been so high. Counci! should be 
aware that there might be advertisers who were com- 
ing to the view that rates were going up beyond the 
limits when they could be justified, and the point 
might be reached of descending revenue rather than 
ascending revenue if the increase continued. It was 
fair to say that there had been one or two increases 
over the last few years, and in that connection there 
were some members who were concerned that revenue 
from the advertisements was contributing a very 
large proportion of the Association’s revenue. That 
was, of course, another matter which advertisers had 
very much in mind. 

He asked whether the Editor had ever considered 
making a charge for the items which went in under 
Advertisers’ Announcements. They were, after all, 
advertisements for new products. It tied in with the 
item on “Reports on New Drugs” in that it was noted 
that the Committee had decided not to publish any- 
thing on new products in view of certain difficulties: 
but the Advertisers’ Announcements which the Editor 
published from time to time were in fact a note from 
manufacturers of new products which they had intro- 
duced. 

On that subject, Mr. Henderson said he wondered 
whether there was a standard system which the 
Fditor insisted upon for publishing that information. 
It seemed that occasionally the information was 
somewhat expanded and in some cases a more modest 
announcement was made. It might be as well if 
some sort of standards were laid down for the infor- 
mation required before it was published as an an- 
nouncement, so that any attempt to puff up the value 
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of the product would be stifled at the outset. The 
only way to do that was to have some standard 
system of headings which was required of an ad- 
vertisement before it was inserted. If it was inserted, 
it was difficult to see any reason why a small charge 
should not be made. 

With regard to the question of letters which were 
published from time to time concerning new pro- 
ducts, he felt sure that Council would agree that on 
occasions one was tempted to suspect that the letters 
were inspired not by clinicians’ opinions but by a 
manufacturer’s desire to get information into the 
Press as soon as possible. It was to be hoped that the 
Editor was aware of that, and made sure that letters 
which he published on new drugs and their uses were 
carefully scrutinised first to ensure that they were of 
interest and value to members. 


The President invited the Editor to reply to the 
first part of Mr. Henderson’s remarks. 


The Editor (Mr. Charles Mitchell) referred to the 
increases in advertisement rates, and said that in the 
7 years in which he had been privileged to be Editor, 
there had in fact only been one increase, and that 
was by 10 per cent. after the first of the two printing 
strikes within recent years. One or two advertisers 
did not like the increase and withdrew, but they sub- 
sequently came back and the revenue continued to 
rise. The view of Mr. Henderson that the golden calf 
could be milked too much had been very much in 
mind; but the advances were sufficiently modest to 
justify THE VETERINARY RECORD in making them on 
the ground that after the last printing strike almost 
every journal put its rates up whereas THE VETERIN- 
ARY RecorD did not. An effort had been made to 
absorb the additional costs; therefore, there was a 
perfectly good case with the advertisers. 

As to Advertisers’ Announcements, that was some- 
thing which he had inherited. He had never liked it. 
He did not see the point of giving a free puff at all, 
and if the Council thought fit, he would gladly wipe 
them out. 

With regard to the question of charging for them, 
they were quite short and were seldom published. 
and it might cause irritation without getting any 
revenue which was worth looking at if a charge were 
made. But Council might think fit to direct him not 
to publish them at all, and in his view that would be 
no bad thing. 


Miss Freak referred to the question of correspon- 
dence and said that letters were considered carefully. 
There need not be any fear that what might be hid- 
den advertising matter was likely to slip in to the 
correspondence columns without proper considera- 
tion. 

Supplementing Mr. Mitchell’s reply, it could be 
said that in many cases—in particular with reference 
to colour advertising—THE VETERINARY RECORD was 
brought into line with current practice of other jour- 
nals in that matter and in regard to classified adver- 
tisements. Of course, the latter was a charge on the 
Association’s own members, but THE VETERINARY 
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RECORD’S recent charges were so far below those of 
other journals that it was felt that members would 
not object to a reasonable increase. 

If Council desired to refer the question of Adver- 
tisers’ Announcements to the next meeting of the 
Editorial Committee, that Committee would certainly 
discuss it. 


The President said that Mr. Henderson had made 
the point that drug firms made use of letters to THE 
VETERINARY RECORD as a means of bringing notice 
to their products very early. The same thing hap- 
pened in the case of research workers. They also 
made use of the fact that they could get a letter pub- 
lished immediately, whereas by publishing a scientific 
article they might have to wait months. 


Mr. Henderson said the point he had wished to 
raise was whether it was a very desirable method. 
It seemed that occasionally letters had come in and 
one suspected that they had been published not so 
much from the point of view of clinical interest in 
the subject, but by a desire on the part of the manu- 
facturer to gain some free advertising at an early 
stage. 


Mr. N. M. Black said he agreed with most of that 
which Mr. Henderson had said, but it was difficult to 
understand the quibble about giving prior notifica- 
tion by means of a letter in the scientific section of 
the correspondence columns. It was common practice 
elsewhere. Mr. Henderson might not like the fact 
that the trade name is mentioned at the bottom of 
the page; but if that were not done, people would 
not have the faintest idea where they might seck 
further information. 


Mr. Wright moved formally that the question of 
Advertisers’ Announcements be referred back to the 
Editorial Committee. 


Mr. Henderson seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 

On the motion of Miss Freak, seconded by Mr. 
A. C. Dixon, the report was adopted. 


A meeting of the Editorial Committee was held at 7 


Mansfield Street, Portland Place, London, W.1. on Wednes- 
day, 4th January, 1961 at 2.30 p.m. 

Present: Miss M. J. Freak (Chairman), Mr. S. L. Hignett 
(Senior Vice-President). Mr. A. G. Beynon (Junior Vice- 
President), Mr. H. F. Hebeler (Hon. Treasurer), Mr. J. A. 
Anderson (General Secretary), Miss J. O. Joshua, Dr. F. 
Alexander, Dr. N. S. Barron, Mr. A. C. Dixon, Professor 
D. L. Hughes, Mr. J. M. Ingram, Dr. W. F. H. Jarrett, 
Mr. I. H. Pattison, Mr. J. C. Wood (by invitation). 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. S. Jen- 
n ngs (President), Mr. T. C. Denholm (Hon. Secretary), and 
Mr. H. E. Harbour. 


: Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 21st September, 1960. 
having been circulated, were confirmed and signed. 


Matters Arising 

(a) Membership of the Committee. 
The Committee were advised that Council had approved 
the following suggested additions to its number: Dr. F. 
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Alexander as a full member, and Dr. N. S. Barron, Mr. A. 
C. Dixon and Professor D. L. Hughes as co-opted members. 
These gentlemen were welcomed by the Chairman. 
(b) History of the Overseas Veterinary Services. 

The Editor reported that this manuscript was now in 
proof form. 


Leading Articles on Topical Controversial Subjects 

The Committee was aware that there had been criticism 
of THE VETERINARY RECORD by members of the profession 
on the grounds that matters of topical importance were not 
commented upon editorially. Such matters had during the 
past year included destruction by veterinary surgeons of 
racehorses injured on the track, the doping of racehorses, 
calves raised to provide “white” veal, etc. Having regard to 
the present world-wide circulation and high prestige of THE 
VETERINARY RECORD, together with the growing importance 
of the profession’s public relations, the Committee discussed 
the way in which such comment must inevitably be ham- 
pered by the resolution passed by the Annual General 
Meeting of the N.V.M.A. at Great Yarmouth in 1939 which 
reads as follows: 

“Editorials on questions of policy which are likely to be 

of major or vital importance to the profession should 

not be published before the Council of the N.V.M.A. 
has had an opportunity to consider them. 

“A decision as to whether a given question falls in the 

category under consideration should be made by the 

Finance and General Purposes Committee, and this same 

committee should decide whether the question is of 

sufficient urgency to warrant a special meeting of the 

Council”. 

It was decided to recommend to Council that the next 
Annual General Meeting be asked to rescind the “Yarmouth 
Resolution” and replace it by a modified resolution requir- 
ing the Editor to submit leading articles on controversial 
topics for the approval of the Officers of the Association 
before publication. 


Reports on New Drugs 

The Committee discussed the practicability of publishing 
regular reports on drugs in current use, similar to the 
reports published in the medical press. It was thought im- 
possible to provide such a feature in THE WETERINARY 
RECORD, mainly because the profession has nothing com- 
parable to the large number of public hospitals where drugs 
can be evaluated under controlled conditions. The Com- 
mittee thought it would be useful as an alternative to pub- 
lish occasional full length articles on groups of drugs having 
comparable therapeutic uses. 


Controversial (Anonymous) Correspondence 
Consideration of this subject was deferred until the next 
meeting, by which time a member of the Committee would 
have collected some typical items for consideration. 


Advertisement Rates 
The Committee considered a Memorandum from the 

Editor on this subject, and decided to recommend to 

Council the following changes in the present advertisement 

rates: . 

(a) Basic page rate for black and white advertisements: 
increase from £22 10s. to £25, and pro rata for half and 
quarter pages. 

(b) Facing text advertisement: increase from £30 to 32 10s. 

(c) Colour advertisement: retain the present charges (with 
exception hereunder) but allow series discount on the 
space only, and not on the gross amount charged. The 
exception should be for the outside back cover, which 
is well in demand, where the charge for colour should 
be increased from £5 to £10 each issue. 

(b) Classified advertisements: increase the rate to members 
by 20 per cent. and the rate to public bodies, institu- 
tions, etc. (which is already 50 per cent. higher than 
that for members) by 10 per cent. 

The new rates, if they received the approval of Council 
would be put into effect as each advertiser's current contract 
expired. 
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Subscription to The Veterinary Record 
It was decided to recommend to Council that to non- 
members of the B.V.A. the price of THE VETERINARY 
RECORD should be raised from 2s. to 2s. 6d. as from Ist 
July, 196 


Hunting Awards Sub-committee 
The membership of this Sub-committee was reviewed in 
the light of a previous decision that its members should, if 
possible, each serve for 3 years and should retire by rota- 
tion. The following were invited to serve or continue to 
serve: Mr. T. C. Denholm, Mr. A. C. Dixon and either 
Miss M. J. Freak or Mr. K. P. Anderson. 


Editor’s Report 

The Editor reported that he had at present 69 papers in 
hand. During 1960 twenty-two more papers had been pub- 
lished than in 1959. Final figures for advertisement revenue 
in 1960 were not completed, but they would be the highest 
ever recorded. The progress of several handbooks was re- 
ported, as was the progress in preparing the official Proceed- 
ings of the recent B.V.A. Conference on Hypomagnesaemia. 
All the papers read at the 1960 annual Congress had been 
published, together with the discussions, and this substantial 
piece of work had been in the charge of the Assistant 
Editor. The Committee wished to Minute its approval of 
Miss Brandenberg’s work in this connection. The first annual 
volume of Research in Veterinary Science had been com- 
pleted. The January 1961 issue was in press, and work had 
commenced on the April, 1961 number. 


Divisional News 

Having regard to the closing down of the SUPPLEMENT, 
the Committee approved in principle the Editor’s suggestion 
that a special feature should be created in THE VETERINARY 
RECORD, giving current Divisional news. Such news should 
include, whenever possible, summarised accounts of papers 
and discussions, unless the full papers were offered to THE 
VETERINARY RECORD for publication in the normal way. It 
was left to the Editor to make contact with Divisional sec- 
retaries, and invite them to help in making this new feature 
of real interest to members of each Division. 


Other Business 
The Committee had received a request from an author 
that illustrations to his paper should be reproduced in 
colour. The previous decision on the subject of colour: that 
where this was requested the institute, school, or individual 
must be asked to pay the difference in cost between coloured 
and black and white illustration was confirmed. 


Date of Next Meeting 
The Committee decided to meet again on Wednesday, 
29th March, 1961 at 2.30 p.m. 


THE FARM LIVESTOCK COMMITTEE 


Mr. A. J. Wright moved the reception of the re- 
port. 


Mr. T. Barton Mann drew attention to the item 
on the A.R.C. Veterinary Therapeutic Substances 
Testing Board and said he had recently isolated a 
coliform organism from farm stock which had been 
resistant to 0.5 per cent. phenol. That had surprised 
him and on making enquiries at another laboratory 
he learned that work was being done on a strain of 
S. paratyphi B which preliminary tests had shown to 
be resistant to 1 per cent. phenol. At the moment 
the work was in its infancy but it might be a matter 
for the Farm Livestock Committee to bear in mind. 
It would be dangerous if resistance to antibiotics also 
brought with it resistance to common disinfectants. 
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Mr. E. F. Hardwick referred to the “Sale of Cattle 
Certified Free from Johne’s Disease”, and said that 
the complement fixation test for Johne’s disease was 
used extensively for export cattle, and if it was 
thought that the test was of no use, rather more 
should be done than merely reply in the terms set 
out. 


Mr. Wright said that the Committee would be 
quite prepared to reword the sentence if Council so 
desired. It was generally agreed that the test was 
unreliable. 


Dr. R. F. Montgomerie said that the test was be- 
coming accepted by some overseas countries and a 
certain amount of reliance placed upon it, yet in his 
opinion the Farm Livestock Committee had quite 
rightly made the comment that it was not reliable. 
He suggested that the Chairman of the Technical 
Development Committee might take note of the dis- 
cussion and bring the matter before his Committee 
so that Council might have the views of that Com- 
mittee after careful consideration. From the point of 
view of relations with such bodies as the National 
Cattle Breeders’ Association it was important that at 
the present stage a completely clear definition of what 
the position was should be obtained. 


Mr. White said he would be glad to take the matter 
to his Committee. He pointed out that the breed 
societies had seized upon it as a diagnostic without 
the test ever having received the complete approval 
of the Ministry. He would be happy to take it to his 
Committee and to try and obtain some sort of agree- 
ment with the Ministry and the authorities concerned. 


Dr. Montgomerie said that the breed societies 
should not be blamed. The tests were carried out for 
the export of cattle regulations which the breed 
societies had nothing to do with, and it lay between 
the Ministry in this country and those of the import- 
ing countries. It was a great pity that the profession 
could not get a fairly firm view on the matter and 
could not take the lead on whether the test should 
be used or not. 


Mr. White asked whether the matter could be 
broadened to include the test of other diagnostic 
methods of determining Johne’s disease. 


Dr. J. K. L. Pearson gave his support from the 
point of view of Northern Ireland which was an im- 
porting country. Cattle were imported into the 
country subject to complement fixation testing from 
1952 and the limitations of the blood test in detecting 
non-clinical carriers were soon realised. A complete 
embargo on female cattle was therefore imposed in 
1957 and is still in force. The efficiency of the blood 
test in detecting carriers has been estimated to be 
about 20 to 30 per cent. and new methods are being 
sought to diagnose the non-clinical carrier of Johne’s. 
Allergic tests have been investigated and are now 
almost at a routine stage of application in herds in- 
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fected in the country and to bulls which are imported 
from Great Britain. 


Mr. W. J. B. Robson supported all that had been 
said on the subject. Those who were engaged in the 
exporting of cattle to various countries were rather 
concerned about signing certificates in connection 
with the test, in view of the general interpretation of 
its usefulness, and it was a matter which the Associa- 
tion should go into deeply. 


Dr. Montgomerie moved the following resolution: 
“That the Technical Development Committee be 
asked to explore and to report on the efficiency of 
the current methods used for the detection of 
Johne’s disease.” 


Mr. Robson seconded the resolution, which was 
carried. 


Mr. J. B. Edwards referred to the item on brucel- 
losis eradication, and recalled that when a year ago 
the South East Midlands submitted a resolution that 
a committee should be formed to go into the subject 
of eradication schemes, they were told that the mat- 
ter was already being dealt with by other committees. 
The Sub-committee of the Technical Development 
Committee had not met as yet, and the matter had 
been primarily dealt with by the Farm Livestock 
Committee. It was now being handed on to the 
Veterinary State Medicine Committee, and it would 
appear that it was being pushed around and not 
much was being done. He asked for an assurance 
that the Sub-committee of the Technical Develop- 
ment Committee would meet without delay. 


Mr. White reported that the Sub-committee had 
met earlier in the week and it was hoped to present 
a memorandum to the next meeting of the Technical 
Development Committee on March 1. 


The President pointed out that it was not always 
a bad thing that some matter should be discussed Dy 
two or more committees, especially when it could be 
discussed from several aspects. 


Dr. P. D. S. Pugh directed attention to the item on 
“Castration of Lambs by the Rubber Ring Method”, 
and to the last line which read “. . . this method 
renders the lambs more liable to certain diseases”. 
He asked what diseases they were, and what evidence 
there was to justify the statement. 


Mr. Wright, in reply, said that there was evidence 
from all parts of the world, and in this country teta- 
Nus was a classic example. 


Dr. Pugh said he was not convinced that it was in 
fact true. In his view, the evidence which had been 
published showed it to be rather the other way 
round, and he wondered why the Committee came 
to that particular decision. He agreed with the re- 
mainder of the statement, but since the point was 
liable to be attacked, he would feel happier if the 
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particular line to which he had referred were left 
out. 


Mr. Wright said that his recollection of some years 
ago when the matter was studied in detail by the 
Technical Development Committee was that opinion 
at that time was that tetanus was more likely after 
castration by the rubber ring method. The members 
of the present Committee voiced the same opinion at 
the meeting, but if Dr. Pugh desired the words “avail- 
able evidence” left out he would have no objection. 


Miss O. Uvarov pointed out that veterinary sur- 
geons in practice were finding an increased incidence 
of tetanus, and very frequently it was associated with 
the rubber ring method of castration. This increase 
has not been proved statistically, but one could not 
get away from field evidence. 


Dr. Pugh said, in reply, that he had carried out 
3,700 operations of the type under discussion in the 
last 4 years, and he had kept an accurate record of 
the cases. The evidence which he had acquired over 
the years suggested that it was the other way round. 


Mr. H. F. Hebeler said it was important that Dr. 
Pugh had done the job and was speaking from ex- 
perience. The practising members of the Committee 
voiced opinions very largely based on lambs castrated 
by farmers, and there lay the difference. 


Mr. A. Steele-Bodger suggested that it might satisfy 
Dr. Pugh if the statement were worded “This method 
may render the lambs more liable to certain diseases.” 


Dr. Pugh said he would accept that. 


Mr. Wright said he would also accept the wording. 
(Agreed). 


Mr. A. M. Graham asked whether more informa- 
tion could be given concerning the item on “Cattle 
in Transit”. 


Mr. Wright said that it was a personal telephone 
call that the Honorary Secretary received from a 
Member of Parliament prior to the meeting of the 
Farm Livestock Committee. It was immediately 
realised that it was a matter for the Veterinary State 
Medicine Committee, but the Member of Parliament 
asked for a reply within 24 hours. Therefore, it was 
decided that the Farm Livestock Committee should 
deal with it there and then. 

A number of questions were asked by the Mem- 
ber, but it could be summarised by saying that proper 
enforcement of the Transit Acts and Orders would 
cover all the points. The Secretary was empowered 
to answer the questions over the telephone in the 
light of the discussion, pointing out that most of the 
points would be covered by the proper enforcement 
and interpretation of the present Acts and Orders 
relating to the transit of animals. 


The President added that the matter arose as the 
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result of action being taken concerning some cattle 
in transit which were not looked after properly. 

On the motion of Mr. Wright, seconded by Cap- 
tain Phillips, the report was adopted. 


A meeting of the Farm Livestock Committee was held at 
7 Mansfield Street, London, W.1. on Wednesday, 18th 
January, 1961 at 10.30 a.m. 


Present: Mr. A. J. Wright (Chairman), Mr. R. L. Bell, 
Mr. G. F. Brown, Mr. A. S. Chapman, Mr. T. C. Denholm 
(Hon. Secretary), Mr. E. J. Heather, Mr. H. F. Hebeler 
(Hon. Treasurer), Mr. S. L. Hignett (Vice-President), Dr. D. 
G. Howell, Mr. S. Jennings (President), Mr. F. V. John, 
Mr. J. G. Loxam, Mr. J. H. McGhee, Mr. R. Muir, Mr. G. 
W. Searles, Mr. D. L. Stewart, Mr. E. Wilkinson, 
Mr. R. L. Wylie. 


Apologies for absence were received from Mr. A. G. 
Beynon (Vice-President) and Mr. A. Hector. 

The Chairman noted with regret the death since the last 
meeting of Mr. L. St. Bel Golledge, a very valued member 
of the Committee. Mr. W. J. B. Robson, who had been 
nominated as first reserve to this Committee. would be in- 
vited to replace Mr. St. Bel Golledge. 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on 17th November. 
1960) had been circulated in advance and were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


Matters Arising 

(a) Joint A.R.C./M.R.C. Enquiry into Antibiotics in Ani- 
mal Feeding-stuffs. 

It was reported that a meeting had been held of the Sub- 
Committee set up to study this matter and prepare a mem- 
orandum. It had been noted from replies received to en- 
quiries made from a number of sources (which were sent 
complete with the reply to the A.R.C.) that although scien- 
tific proof was diflicult to produce, a definite change in the 
pattern of the pathogenic bacterial flora seemed to emerge, 
with a marked increase in resistant strains. There was some 
evidence (supported by many practitioners in the field) that 
continued administration of antibiotics to the young animal 
might interfere with the development of natural immunity 
and that the practice tended to complicate the diagnosis of 
certain diseases, such as swine fever, and also made their 
treatment increasingly difficult and expensive. The Sub- 
committee also made the observation that antibiotic supple- 
mentation of feeding-stuffs could never be a substitute for 
good husbandry. 

As time was pressing for a reply to the Joint A.R.C. 
M.R.C. Committee, a letter to this effect had been sent to 
its secretary. Summing up, the recommendation had been 
made that no change in or extension of the present, legisla- 
tion on the administration of antibiotics should be made 
until such time as further scientific findings supported it. 
The Farm Livestock Committee approved the action taken 
and thanked the Sub-committee for the work they had done. 

It was proposed that the General Secretary should pre- 
pare an article on the subject, for publication in Tut 
VETERINARY RECORD at an appropriate time. 

(b) Services by Sales Representatives. 

The reply sent to the Herts. and Beds. Division on this 
subject was reported to the meeting. 

The extended activities of certain companies in testing 
milk and faecal samples were deplored and it was recom- 
mended that members possessing evidence of such activities 
should be asked to send details to the B.V.A. office for the 
necessary action to be taken. 

(c) Veterinary Products and Treatments Bill. 

It had been hoped that comments from the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, and from the Animal 
Feeding Stuffs Liaison Committee on the 7th Draft of this 
Bill would be available for the information of the Farm 
Livestock Committee. They had not come to hand, however, 
and the General Secretary reported that he had ascertained 
that morning from the Pharmaceutical Society that the Bill 
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was temporarily in abeyance, in view of the fact that a 
Governmental Working Party on Legislation concerning 
Medicines was now sitting. 

It was recommended, as a matter of urgency, that a meet- 
ing of the Joint Veterinary Pharmaceutical Committee be 
called as soon as possible to discuss how best the attention 
of the Working Party could be drawn to the existence of, 
and the work already done on, the Veterinary Products and 
Treatments Bill, the 7th draft of which was in the hands of 
the Ministry of Agriculture. 

(d) Brucellosis Eradication. 

The Committee noted that in reply to a recent question in 
the House, the Minister of Agriculture had announced that 
the Government would shortly be offering a free service for 
the vaccination of female calves against contagious abortion. 
It had since been learned that a great many details for the 
Scheme remained to be worked out, but that it was the 
intention of the Ministry to discuss the Scheme with the 
B.V.A. as soon as it was in a position to do so. The Farm 
Livestock Committee noted this indication with satisfaction, 
and commented that from this point onwards the matter 
would become the responsibility of the Veterinary State 
Medicine Committee, bearing in mind, however, that a Sub- 
committee of the Technical Development Committee had 
been formed to study the question of brucellosis and make 
recommendations as to the Association’s policy in relation 
to it. 

(e) Amendment of Auctioneers’ Sale Rules. 

A letter from the National Farmers’ Union on the pro- 
posals for revision of the Conditions of Sale for Dairy and 
Store Cattle at Markets was before the Committee. The pro- 
posals were generally acceptable to the N.F.U., with the 
exception that they felt some discussion with the B.V.A. 
under “Proposed Additions, Ill—Hormones” would be 
valuable. ‘They offered a preliminary suggestion of what their 
own views would be, with a request for comments from the 
B.V.A. 

The matter was considered in some detail, and it was 
recommended that the officers should be asked to meet 
representatives of the N.F.U. to discuss it, and that they be 
empowered to take any necessary action. 

(f) Sale of Cattle Certified Free from Johne's Disease. 

The reply sent to the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons as a suggested basis for the College’s reply to the 
member who had originally raised this question, was read 
to the Farm Livestock Committee. 

A member raised the question of the validity of the com- 
plement fixation test for Johne’s disease since it was one on 
which the veterinary profession might well be asked for 
advice. The view was expressed that this test at present is 
not sufficiently reliable to confirm the presence or absence 
of Johne’s disease, and it was understood that the Ministry 
of Agriculture confirmed this view. 

(g) A.R.C. Veterinary Therapeutic Substances Testing 

Board. 

It was reported that the product (“Hormonexa’’), proposed 
and agreed upon at the last meeting as being worth exami- 
nation and testing, had been forwarded to this Board as 
directed, but that the Secretary to the Board had replied 
that it had not been found suitable for testing. 

This reply was received with considerable dissatisfaction 
and it was recommended that a letter expressing disappoint- 
ment in the strongest terms, be sent to the Secretary, with 
copies to the Association’s representatives on the Board, 
with an enquiry as to the number of times the full board 
had met and the date of the last meeting of that Board. 

(h) Castration of Lambs by the Rubber Ring Method 

It was reported that the recent comments of the Technical 
Development Committee on this technique had been found, 
on enquiry, to be only partly applicable to the question 
raised by the Registrar of the R.C.V.S., and further more 
precise advice was therefore being sought. 

The Farm Livestock Committee expressed the opinion, 
based on the available evidence, that the use of the rubber 
ring method of castration for lambs over ten days of age is 
inhumane and that this method may render the lambs more 
liable to certain diseases. 


Other Business 
(a) A.J. Instruction for Herdsmen. 
It was noted that the Royal Agricultural Society of Eng- 
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land was to initiate a 54-day course of instruction for herds- 
men in the technique of artificial insemination in private 
herds, using semen produced on the farm (as distinct from 
A.I. Centre semen, which herdsmen would not be allowed 
to handle). 

After discussion it was recommended that the question 
should be referred to the Society for the Study of Animal 
Breeding with a request that their observations be given to 
the officers in terms which could, if so desired, be passed on 
to the Royal Agricultural Society, and that the officers be 
empowered to take any necessary action. 

(b) Cattle in Transit. 

An enquiry from a Member of Parliament was considered 
in relation to certain matters connected with the Transit of 
Animals Regulations. 

The Committee considered the points raised and requested 
the Honorary Secretary to discuss them with the Member 
concerned, in the light of the discussion. 


THE HOME APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE 


Mr. George Tullis moved the reception of the 
report. 


Mr. A. Steele-Bodger referred to the item on “Fees 
in General Practice” and pointed out that in fact the 
first copies of the publication “S.P.V.S. Survey of 
Costs in General Practice” had arrived the previous 
day and would be distributed within the next few 
days. 


Mr. J. H. McGhee drew attention to the “Insurance 
Scheme for Assistants”, and said it was clear to mem- 
bers of Council that the scheme applied to assistants, 
but the wording which followed might lead to some 
confusion, for it read: “ . . . it would be inadvisable 
to recommend members to contract out of the State 
Scheme”. Those who did not know might feel that 
it applied to principals, and when the notice appeared 
in THe VETERINARY RECORD that point should be 
made clear. 

It was agreed that the matter be left to the Chair- 
man of the Committee to make the matter quite clear. 


Mr. L. E. Perkins made reference to the item on 
the House of Commons Estimates Committee, and 
said that the Association should feel very gratified 
that a House of Commons Estimates Committee 
wished to have the views of the Association with 
regard to the costings of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food Services, and the Department of 
Agriculture for Scotland. The Estimates Committee 
was a very important committee, and the material 
which was submitted to it should receive the most 
careful consideration of the Officers before it was 
given. It had very far reaching effects and could 
determine, more or less, the position of veterinary 
services for some considerable time. The Estimates 
Committee picked on certain aspects of public ex- 
penditure each year, and apparently on the present 
occasion it had fallen, amongst others, on the veterin- 
ary services of the Ministry, and the Association 
should be very careful to see that there was no 
possibility of a reduction being suggested in the cost 
of veterinary services generally. 
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The President said it would be appreciated that 
the main evidence would be taken from the Animal 
Health Division and the Association would only be 
asked to comment on evidence already given. 

On the motion of Mr. Tullis, seconded by Captain 
Phillips, the report was adopted. 


A meeting of the Home Appointments Committee was 
held at 7, Mansfield Street, London, W.1. on Wednesday, 
18th January, 1961 at 12.0 noon. 


Present: Mr. George Tullis (in the Chair), Dr. E. C. 
Appleby, Brigadier J. Clabby, Mr. T. C. Denholm, Mr. F. 
A. Gordon, Mr. A. M. Graham, Mr. S. Jennings (President), 
Mr. J. H. McGhee, Mr. J. A. Moss, Mr. K. O'Sullivan, 
Mr. A. M. Taylor. 


Apologies for absence were received from Mr. A. G. 
Beynon (Vice-President), Dr. F. T. W. Jordan, Mr. W. T. 
Rowlands and Mr. A. Steele-Bodger. 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on 16th November, 
1960) had been circulated beforehand, and were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


Matters Arising 
(a) Travelling Allowances paid by the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, Fisheries and Food. 

The Chairman commented that there was little to report 
generally in this matter, but that the question of the 10- 
mile limit as it applied to travelling expenses for Local 
Veterinary Inspectors had been raised at a previous Council 
meeting. 

After some discussion it was decided that without definite 
evidence of hardship, it was diflicult to put a case to the 
Ministry. The committee however would be prepared to look 
into a case of hardship on receipt of the necessary evidence. 
(b) Fees in General Practice. 

It was reported that the S.P.V.S. Survey of Costs in 
General Practice had not yet been published so no further 
enquiry to B.V.A. Divisions had been made. The Chairman 
pointed out however that replies had now been received 
from all Divisions and it was clear that the majority were 
against the formulation of a national scale of fees. In these 
circumstances it was agreed to let the matter rest for the 
time being. 

(c) Salaries of Local Government Veterinary Officers. 

The Chairman reported that he had discussed the matter 
with the member concerned who had informed him that his 
application for an increase in salary had to be submitted 
before the end of January. 

It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the Town 
Clerk of the local authority in support of this member's 
claim. 

(d) Insurance Scheme for Assistants. 

Of 4 firms consulted on this matter, 3 had now replied, 
their letters having either been circulated beforehand or else 
prepared for distribution at the meeting. In view of these 
3 replies the committee were of the opinion that it would 
be inadvisable to recommend assistants to contract out of 
the State Scheme, but pointed out that individual members 
could arrange schemes supplementary to the State pension, 
each contributor selecting the extent and type of benefit to 
be applied. 

If there appeared to be sufficient demand by members for 
supplementary schemes, the committee concerned would be 
prepared to discuss the matter with the British Veterinary 
Association. 

It was agreed that a notice to this effect should appear in 
THE VETERINARY RECORD as soon as possible. 

(e) Veterinary Certificates Required by Insurance Com- 
panies. 

As a result of representations on this matter the company 
concerned had offered to change the wording at the bottom 
of their form of certificate by substituting the word “certify” 
for “warrant”. While the committee appreciated that this 








212 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


did not quite meet the point made by the complainant, they 
felt. the comparative unimportance of the matter would not 
justify further action. 


House of Commons Estimates Committee: Sub-committee D 

It was reported that a letter had been received from the 
Clerk to this Sub-committee which had been charged with 
enquiring into Civil Estimates, Class VIII, Votes 1, 3 and 
11 (Ministry of Agriculture, Agricultural and Food Services, 
and the Department of Agriculture for Scotland). An out- 
line was given of the scope of the Sub-committee’s intended 
study, and an indication that evidence would be taken in 
January and February, 1961 from the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, Fisheries and Food, on which the comments of the 
B.V.A. would be welcomed. The Clerk enquired if the 
Association would be prepared to offer oral or written 
evidence on the subject under review and any relevant 
matter which might emerge in the course of the enquiry. 
The committee felt that the B.V.A. should not miss the 
opportunity of giving oral evidence to this committee and 
recommended to Council that a panel consisting of the 
President, the Chairman of the Committee, Mr. H. F. 
Hebeler and Mr. A. Steele-Bodger should appear before this 
House of Commons Estimates Committee on the Asso- 
ciation’s behalf. 

Other Business 

Income Tax Allowances. It was proposed that the Com- 
mittee could usefully look into the matter of legitimate 
allowances against Income Tax payable by members of the 
profession. 

As a preliminary step it was decided to ask the Associa- 
tion’s accountant to furnish information which might serve 
as a basis for discussion. 


THE SMALL ANIMALS COMMITTEE 


Mr. D. F. Oliver moved the reception of the 
report. 


Mr. Steele-Bodger referred to the item on “Sug- 
gested Scheme of Training as Animal Nursing Aux- 
iliary”, and said it would seem from the resolution 
set out that the Association was quibbling in much 
the same way as the nurses. He understood that the 
dental profession had not been successful in their 
negotiations, and it was questionable whether, after 
such a long time, the veterinary profession was likely 
to reach a successful settlement either. 


Mr. H. F. Hebeler said he did not think that that 
was the point. It was agreed a very long time ago 
that, not having permission to use the word “nurse”, 
the title should be “Animal Nursing Auxiliary”. After 
a long discussion and a test of feeling in the Council 
many years ago, it was agreed that the word “veterin- 
ary” should not be used when applied to a lay 
person, and particularly to the class of lay person 
concerned. The feeling in the Council was very 
strong against the suggested title “Veterinary Nursing 
Auxiliary”, and it was agreed that the title should 
be “Animal Nursing Auxiliary”, failing permission 
to use the title “Animal Nurse”. The title “Animal 
Nursing Auxiliary” was one used by the senior Vice- 
President in his address as Glasgow, which excited 
a good deal of Press comment, and now it was found 
that the Council of the Royal College had decided 
to go back to the former title which was discarded by 
the Liaison Committee. The Small Animals Com- 
mittee considered that was wrong, and had asked the 
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Council to reaffirm that it was thought that the use 
of the word “Veterinary” as applied to a lay person, 
and particularly to the class of lay person set out, 
was wrong. 


Mr. Steele-Bodger said that was his point. It was 
a pity that, having agreed once, one of the bodies of 
the profession should start reverting. 


The President said that members of Council might 
be interested to know that at a meeting with repre- 
sentatives of the Royal College some 2 weeks before 
the meeting, one of their representatives made the 
point that it was impolitic at that time to press for 
another title, and that those concerned with the use 
of the word “nurse” were as jealous of the mainten- 
ance of that title as the profession were of the use 
of the term “veterinary”. 


Mr. W. Tweed said that every day one heard of 
things being “vetted”. The word was coming into 
common use and he could not see how the profession 
could claim to restrict the use of the word “veterin- 
ary” even in the title Nursing Auxiliary. 


The President said that the minutes of an RCVS/ 
BVA Meeting were received from the Royal College 
and added to these was a note to the effect that at a 
recent meeting of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons that was the decision. 


Mr. Wright asked whether it would be possible for 
the General Secretary to get in touch straight away 
with the Registrar of the Royal College and ascertain 
that this was in fact the case. 


Professor Mitchell said that if no satisfactory reply 
were received he proposed that the Royal College 
should be asked to reconsider their decision. 

(Further discussion on the item was suspended 
until the General Secretary had communicated with 
the Registrar.) 


Mr. O. Graham-Jones referred to the agreement 
with the R.S.P.C.A. on joint free veterinary advice 
and treatment schemes, and asked what was the 
machinery used for working out the standard fee of 
£2 2s. per hour and 10/6d. per half hour or part 
thereof. 


Mr. Oliver replied that the figures were presented 
to the Committee, and it was felt that it was neces- 
sary to avoid overburdening the financial demand on 
branch funds out of which the money for clinical 
attendance had to be found. 


Mr. Steele-Bodger suggested that instead of the 
words “The B.V.A. recommended a standard fee...” 
the words “The B.V.A. recommended a_ token 
fee . . .” might be adopted. 


Mr. H. E. Bywater asked whether it was not a fact 
that the fee was decided at the previous meeting of 
= — Animals Committee and was reported to 

council. 
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Mr. Oliver said that the fee was reported at the 
Council meeting before the previous one. 


Mr. Henderson supported the suggestion made by 
Mr. Steele-Bodger that the word “standard” be 
changed to “token”. 


Mr. Oliver pointed out that the particular clause 
would appear in the B.V.A./R.S.P.C.A. Agreement. 
It would mean that the matter would have to be 
raised with the R.S.P.C.A. Amendment of the Agree- 
ment had been going on now for well over a year, 
and although he had no objection to altering the 
wording, he did not want to prolong the discussions 
with the R.S.P.C.A. longer than was necessary. 


Mr. Tullis said that he thought it was understood 
that if a member worked for the Society he did so 
at reduced charge, and the wording could be left as 
it was. 


Mr. Steele-Bodger said that as stated the £2 2s. 
was probably not interpreted as being below the 
normal fee. 


The President suggested that it might be left to the 
Chairman of the Committee in his negotiations to 
ascertain whether the word “token” would be accept- 
able to the R.S.P.C.A. and, if not, the Association 
would not press the matter. 


Mr. Oliver said he would like to have the views of 
the Liaison Officer on that. 


Mr. Bywater said he felt sure that although the 
word “token” did not appear in print, it no doubt 
existed in the minds of both parties concerned. It 
was well understood and he could see no advantage 
in having the word “token” inserted. 


Mr. T. C. Denholm suggested ‘hat the word “stan- 
dard” might be deleted. 


Dr. Montgomerie said it would appear to be 
simply a matter of the Chairman of the Committee 
having a word with the R.S.P.C.A. He preferred the 
phrase “standard token fee”. 


Mr. Bywater said that if it were the wish of Council 
to alter the word “standard” to token, a note should 
be made of the fact and when next a revision of the 
Agreement as a whole was contemplated, which 
might not however be for 5 years. 


Mr. Steele-Bodger said he did not desire to press 
the point. 


Mr. Henderson asked whether the Chairman of the 
Committee could give him any information on the 
question of euthanasia being carried out by the 
police. Secondly, there was the question of payment 
for emergency treatment of animals who were the 
victims of an accident. Both items were recorded in 
the minutes of the previous Council meeting, but 
seemed to have been lost in the interim. 
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Mr. Oliver, in reply, said that as far as euthanasia 
by the police was concerned, the Committee had no 
information. 

So far as the second point was concerned, the 
R.S.P.C.A. would pay for the emergency treatment 
cost of an accident case, but they would only pay for 
initial emergency treatment. 


Mr. Henderson said there was no information con- 
cerning euthanasia by the police yet he had asked for 
it. He asked whether the information could be given 
in the next report of the Committee. 


Mr. Oliver recalled that at the previous meeting 
of Council, Mr. Anderson was asked for full evidence 
to be supplied to the Committee so that the matter 
could be taken up with the police—specific dates and 
cases. The matter could not be taken up with the 
police without sufficient evidence which could be 
substantiated, and as far as he knew that evidence 
had not been forthcoming. 


Mr. Henderson said he had been asked to obtain 
that information. It seemed quite easy for the 
General Secretary to be asked to get in touch with 
the Chief Constable of Essex, which was the county 
he had mentioned. He desired to know whether it 
was true that the police there were carrying out 
euthanasia. If so, did they keep records and could 
information be given about the number of euthan- 
asias carried out. 

As to the second point, it was known that the 
R.S.P.C.A. would pay for emergency treatment, but 
the suggestion which he had made was that the 
Association should try and define it more clearly by 
discussion. The Metropolitan Police in London 
would also pay for emergency treatment, but their 
interpretation of emergency treatment might differ 
from that of the veterinary surgeon who carried out 
the treatment, and there might be a conflict where 
the police were only prepared to pay part of the fee 
and the R.S.P.C.A. asked to pay the other part of the 
fee. 


The General Secretary reported that no action was 
taken with regard to the question of euthanasia, be- 
cause the euthanasia of injured dogs by the police in 
rural areas appeared to come under the Protection 
of Animals Act, 1911, which was at present under 
discussion. . 


Mr. Henderson said it appeared that the informa- 
tion which he sought was already provided. He 
asked however that both items to which he had re- 
ferred should be placed on the agenda of the next 
meeting of the Small Animals Committee. (Agreed.) 


The Hon. Secretary read the minute received from 
the Royal College of the meeting between represen- 
tatives of the Royal College and of the Association. 


The General Secretary reported on returning to 
the Council Chamber, that he had been unable to 
contact the Registrar of the Royal College, but his 
assistant had looked through the correspondence, 
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and his view was that the word “veterinary” was 
accepted by the Council of the Royal College. He 
suggested that if the Association Council disliked the 
use of the word “veterinary” the matter might be 
discussed at the next meeting of the Liaison Com- 
mittee. 


Mr. E. Wilkinson said he had looked up the rele- 
vant Committee minute of the Royal College dealing 
with the matter. In fact what had been decided upon 
was that in the meantime the title as set out should 
be used pending a meeting of the Liaison Committee, 
and in fact no decision had actually been taken on 
that point. 


Mr. G. M. G. Oliver said that the Association had 
approved of the title “Animal Nursing Auxiliary” 
and it was difficult to understand why the Royal 
College should have changed it at the critical 
moment. 


Mr. Hebeler suggested that Council should accept 
the resolution of the Small Animals Committee, and 
allow the members of the Liaison Committee to take 
it forward to the next meeting of that Committee. 


Mr. Oliver said that at the meeting the Royal 
College requested specifically that the title should be 
left in abeyance. 


Professor Mitchell said that it would be as well to 
inform the Royal College beforehand that there was 
objection to the use of the word “veterinary”, and 
that the matter should be reconsidered at the next 
meeting of the Liaison Committee. 


On the motion of Mr. Oliver, seconded by Mr. 
G. M. G. Oliver, the report was adopted. 


A meeting of the Small Animals Committee was held at 
Mansfield Street, London, W.1. on Wednesday, 18th 
January, 1961 at 2.15 p.m. 


Present: Mr. D. F. Oliver (Chairman), Mr. A. J. Adams, 
Mr. G. F. Brown, Col. G. N. Bushman, Mr. H. E. Bywater, 
Mr. W. H. Carr, Miss M. Dalby, Mr. T. C. Denholm (Hon. 
Secretary), Miss M. J. Freak, Mr. I. S. Hall, Mg. H. F. 
Hebeler (Hon. Treasurer), Mr. S. L. Hignett (Vice-Presi- 
dent), Mr. S. F. J. Hodgman, Mr. S. Jennings (President), 
Mr. F. V. John, Mr. B. V. Jones, Mr. G. M. G. Oliver, 
Mr. E. M. Pittaway, Mr. Alex. Thomson, Mr. C. E. Wood- 
row. 

Apologies for absence were received from Dr. F. Alex- 
ander, Mr. A. G. Beynon (Vice-President), Mr. R. S. F. 
Campbell, Mr. K. G. D. Evans and Mr. D. G. Lewis. 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on 16th November, 
1960) had been circulated beforehand and were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


Matters Arising 
(a) Suggested Scheme of Training as Animal Nursing 
Auxiliary. 

The Chairman reported verbally on further discussions 
of this matter with representatives of the Roval College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. It had been agreed that the scheme 
should be proceeded with, leaving the title in abeyance. A 
syllabus of examinations was already in being and a memo- 


randum was to be drawn up for the guidance of prospective 
participants in the scheme, after which a date would be 
fixed for its inauguration 

A “minute” of this meeting received that day from the 
R.C.V.S. was discussed and the B.V.A. representatives found 
themselves in disagreement with that part of it which dealt 
with details for the inauguration of the scheme. A recent 
meeting of the College Council had resolved that the title 
to be given to such persons as might come under the 
Scheme should be “Veterinary Nursing Auxiliary”. After 
discussion the Small Animals Committee resolved: 

THAT the British Veterinary Association reaffirms its 
previously expressed opinion, and that of the Liaison 
Committee on Animal Nurses, that the use of the word 
“Veterinary” applied to a lay person was unacceptable, 
particularly with regard to the proposed nursing 
auxiliaries. 

(b) Protection of Animals Act, 1911. 
The Chairman reported that there had been no further 
developments since the last meeting. 
(c) Agreement with the R.S.P.C.A. on Joint Free Veterin- 
ary Advice and Treatment Schemes. 

The General Secretary reported on further correspondence 
with the R.S.P.C.A. since the last meeting of the Small 
Animals Committee. Two points in particular which the 
B.V.A. had sought to clear had been, firstly, the paragraph 
under General Conditions about a liaison officer between 
the Association and the R.S.P.C.A., and secondly the matter 
of fees for attendance of veterinary surgeons at clinics. The 
R.S.P.C.A. had replied that both these matters had been 
considered by their Clinics Committee, who agreed upon 
the revised wording for the first paragraph under ‘Condi- 
tions, General’ but who did not see their way to accepting 
the proposed alteration in fees payable, and asked that, as 
a gesture of goodwill between the profession and the hon- 
orary workers engaged in these schemes, the figure originally 
proposed should be allowed to stand. 

It was decided after discussion that this was a reasonable 
request and should be agreed to. The Small Animals Com- 
mittee also placed on record their endorsement of the pro- 
posed revised wording of paragraph 1 under “Conditions 
General”, and the re-wording under “Attendance of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons at Clinics” to read as follows: 

“The B.V.A. recommend a standard fee of £2 2. 0. per 
hour and 10/6d. per half-hour or part thereafter te co- 
operating Veterinary Surgeons who do not act in an 
honorary capacity”. 

(d) Recording of Emergency Treatments by _ R.S.P.C.A. 

Staff. 

The General Secretary reported that he had noted an 
advertisement from the R.S.P.C.A. in a recent issue of The 
Daily Telegraph quoting figures for emergency treatments 
given by their clinics staff, and had asked for a breakdown 
of these figures under certain headings. These had been 
supplied, and were read to the Committee and noted. 

(e) Pet Animals Act, 1951. 

It was noted that the deadline for comments from mem- 
bers of the British Small Animals Veterinary Association 
on this matter was set as 3lst March, and it was agreed, 
therefore, that any further action should wait the analysis 
of replies to the questionnaire sent out to them. 

(f) Arrangements made under the B.V.A./R.S.P.C.A. Joint 

Free Veterinary Advice and Treatment Schemes. 

(i) Mobile Unit, South Wales. The General Secretary 
reported that, in accordance with the Committee’s wishes, 
the pills in question had been forwarded to the Registrar of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, who had the 
matter in hand. 

(ii) Proposed Harmsworth Memorial Clinic in North 
London. It was reported that the Central Veterinary Society 
had been consulted about the proposal of the R.S.P.C.A. to 
establish a clinic in North London, and that the C.V.S. had 
reported after their Council Meeting in January their resolu- 
tion that “in the opinion of the Council of the C.V.S. no 
new R.S.P.C.A. clinic is necessary in the areas suggested”. 
The Council also reaffirmed its belief that the voucher 
system was working well and successfully and should con- 
tinue or even perhaps be extended. 

This recommendation was endorsed by the Small Animals 
Committee. 
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(iii) Worthing. The General Secretary reported that the 
meeting between R.S.P.C.A. representatives and Veterinary 
Surgeons in the Worthing neighbourhood had been held on 
17th November, and that it had been agreed after a long 
and friendly exchange of views that for one year the 
voucher scheme should be energetically applied by the 
R.S.P.C.A. during which time the representative of the 
Sussex Division would help in solving any difficulties that 
might arise. At the end of the period the two parties would 
meet again to review the situation. 


National Canine Defence League 
The draft of a proposed agreement between the B.V.A. 
and the N.C.D.L. had been circulated to the Small Animals 
Committee. 
It was recommended that the matter be referred to the 
Sub-committee on the Activities of Animal Welfare Socie- 
ties for study. 


Alsatian League and Club: Hip Dysplasia 

The comments of the B.V.A. had been sought by the 
Alsatian League and Club of Great Britain on a scheme 
they hoped to initiate with the object of encouraging 
breeders to have their animals X-rayed, and for these X-rays 
to be read by leading authorities. Among others, the opinion 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons had been 
sought, and the Club had been asked to suspend action 
until after the January Council Meetings of the College; 
they asked. however, for the comments of the B.V.A. in 
the meantime. 

In view of the complexities of this condition, it was 
recommended that a sub-committee study it, taking the 
opportunity of contacting Continental and American 
opinion at the forthcoming conference of the B.S.A.V.A. 
and report back. The recommended membership of this 
Sub-committee was the Chairman (Mr. D. F. Oliver), Mr. 
W. H. Carr, Mr. S. F. J. Hodgman, Mr. E. M. Pittaway 
and Mr. C. E. Woodrow, with power to co-opt. 

It was further recommended that this Sub-committee 
should also be deputed to meet representatives of the 
Kennel Club to discuss Breed Defects. 


Other Business 


P.D.S.A. The Honorary Treasurer reported a request he 
had received to extend the emergency scheme to the Mid- 
dlesbrough and Hull areas. Steps would be taken to initiate 
this extension along the lines followed in establishing the 
Emergency Scheme in other areas. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY AND PUBLIC 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE 


Mr. J. Pasfield (Vice-Chairman) moved the recep- 
tion of the report. 


Mr. S. F. J. Hodgman asked whether more infor- 
mation could be given on the subject of the attitude 
of the Home Office control of laboratory animals. 


Mr. Pasfield recalled that at the last meeting of 
Council the Committee were asked to take the matter 
back to consider further the appointment of veterin- 
ary inspectors. Further consideration had been given 
to the matter, and it was recommended that the 
President and the Chairman should take appropriate 
action. 


Mr. Wilkinson referred to the item on “Rating of 
Scientific Institutions” and suggested that the words 
“House of Commons” in the second line should be 
amended to read “in Parliament”. (Agreed.) 
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The President drew attention to the item “Duke 
of Norfolk’s Committee of Enquiry into the Doping 
of Racehorses”, and said that at the Jockey Club 
Committee Enquiry (which was the correct title) he 
stated that it gave the Association great pleasure to 
know that a member of the profession had been ap- 
pointed and that the Committee had wisely chosen 
Dr. Wooldridge. 


Mr. Tullis dealt with the item on “House of Com- 
mons Committee on Estimates” and said that this 
matter had also been dealt with by the Home Ap- 
pointments Committee. He referred to the sentence 
in the minutes which said that, “It was agreed that it 
might be useful if a larger committee was appointed 
to give consideration to the Association’s evidence 
and to help prepare a brief for the panel”. This was 
desirable but it was necessary to watch the time 
factor. 

On instructions from the Home Appointments 
Committee he made enquiries into the function of the 
Committee on Estimates. Their main function was, 
of course, to keep an eye on Government expenditure. 
Each year they asked particular Ministries to submit 
details of their present and future programmes with 
costs. These were looked into and the various depart- 
ments were asked to justify their expenditure. 

The Association was mainly concerned with the 
programme of the Animal Health Division. He under- 
stood that Headquarters were submitting their report 
at a very early date and it might well be that the 
Association would be asked to give evidence at short 
notice. It should be understood that the Association 
would only be asked to comment on the Ministry’s 
programme in as much as it affected the Veterinary 
profession and really only as it affected those mem- 
bers employed whole-time and part-time by the 
Ministry. He might be wrong, but he did not think 
that this was an occasion for putting up completely 
new schemes to the Committee on Estimates. The 
latter were more concerned with what the Ministry 
proposed to spend over the next year or so. 

It could be reasonably anticipated that the Associa- 
tion would be asked to comment on tuberculin test- 
ing, brucellosis, swine fever, the Veterinary Investiga- 
tion Service, etc., and there was no doubt that 
evidence from the Association on these matters could 
be of great assistance both to the Committee and the 
Ministry. 

Whilst it was desirable that a larger committee be 
appointed to brief the panel he thought that the ap- 
pointment to Mr. Steele-Bodger and Mr. Hebeler to 
the panel, as proposed by the Home Appointments 
Committee, would be acceptable to any committee. 


Mr. Wright asked whether, in view of that which 
Mr. Tullis had said, it would satisfy the Parliamen- 
tary and Public Relations Committee if a resolution 
were proposed that the Chairman of the Parliamen- 
tary and Public Relations Committee be empowered 
to nominate a representative on the Committee to 
give evidence before Sub-committee D. 


Mr. Pasfield suggested that more than one member 
might be desirable. 
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Mr. Henderson suggested the Chairman of the Par- 
liamentary and Public Relations Committee with two 
other members at his discretion. He had in mind par- 
ticularly Professor D. L. Hughes who had some in- 
teresting comments to make. 


Mr. Tullis said he was prepared to agree to the 
addition of as many members to the Advisory Com- 
mittee as thought desirable, but he thought that a 
panel of 4 was a useful number to give evidence. 


Mr. Henderson withdrew his earlier suggestion of 
3 in favour of 2, and suggested the Chairman of the 
Parliamentary and Public Relations Committee and 
Professor Hughes. 


Mr. Beeson asked whether the decision under 
* Publicity ” concerning the appointment of a pub- 
lic relations officer in any way bound the Associa- 
tion. 


Mr. Hebeler said that so far as the Treasurer was 
concerned, at the present moment it was the expres- 
sion of a pious aspiration! 


Mr. Henderson said that at present the General 
Secretary was required to work far too hard on that 
aspect of the Association’s business, and it was the 
feeling of the Committee that, however willing he 
might be, there was a limit to what he could do. The 
only alternative was the appointment of somebody 
else to take over the responsibilities of public rela- 
tions work of the Association. The Committee were 
in favour of that, but they were somewhat hesitant 
in view of the possible cost involved. He suggested 
that Council should seriously consider whether it 
should not recommend to the General Purposes and 
Finance Committee that the matter be investigated 
with a view to the provision of adequate funds for 
the appointment of a public relations officer, or the 
appointment of a public relations consultant to pro- 
tect the interests of the Association in the public 
relations field. 


The President asked Mr. Henderson whether he 
wanted the matter investigated by the Genetal Pur- 
poses and Finance Committee. 


Mr. Henderson replied that in his view the matter 
should be investigated positively, with the object of 
appointing someone, together with the possibility of 
increasing the subscription or increasing revenue in 
some other way. 


On the motion of Mr. Pasfield, seconded by Mr. 
Hodgman, the report was adopted. 


A meeting of the Parliamentary and Public Relations 
Committee was held at 7 Mansfield Street, W.1. on Wed 
nesday, 18th January, 1961 at 4 p.m. 

Present: Dr. W. R. Wooldridge (Chairman), Mr. E. R. 
Callender, Mr. T. C. Denholm, Mr. J. Forster, Mr. O. 
Graham-Jones, Lt. Col. D. A. Green, Mr. P. K. Hall-Patch, 
Mr. H. F. Hebeler (Hon. Treasurer), Mr. G. N. Henderson, 
Mr. S. L. Hignett (Vice-President), Professor D. L. Hughes, 
Mr. S. Jennings (President), Mr. J. B. Johnston, Mrs. K. 
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G. R. Kelly, Mr. 5. Pasfield, Mr. L. E. Perkins, Mrs. G. 
M. Stuckey, Mr. Alex Thomson. 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. A. G. 
Beynon, Mr. J. B. Edwards, Mr. E. F. Lewis. Mr. E. G 
Sutton and Miss O. Uvarov. 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on 16th November. 
1960) had been circulated beforehand and were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


Matters Arising 
(a) Racecourse Betting: Peppiatt Committee. 

The President reported that prior to the Second Reading 
of the Betting Levy Bill he had written letters to interested 
Members of Parliament outlining the Association’s views on 
how money derived from the Levy could best be distributed 
for veterinary education and veterinary science. Letters of 
thanks had been received from Members. 

(b) Divisional Public Relations Officers. 

A re-draft of the memorandum on the functions of an 
Honorary Divisional Public Relations Officer was before 
the meeting. The whole matter was thoroughly aired and it 
was finally agreed that a Sub-committee composed of the 
Chairman and Officers should be appointed to review the 
memoranduin and that when amended it should be de- 
spatched to Divisions forthwith. 

It was also agreed that the General Secretary should 
pursue his endeavours from Headquarters. 

(c) A.A. Boxes. 

It was reported that only 34 replies had been received 
to the questionnaire distributed to all members of Council 
at the last meeting, asking for details of incorrect or in- 
sufficient information in A.A. telephone boxes. Mr. Hignett 
reported that he and Mr. Ingram were meeting an official 
of the A.A. early the following week. 

(d) Home Office Control of Laboratory Animals. 

This matter was given further consideration by the Com- 
mittee and it was felt that the present attitude of the Home 
Office could usefully be explored. It was left to the Chair- 
man and President to look into the matter and to report 
to the next meeting of the Committee. 


Duke of Norfolk’s Committee of Enquiry Into The Doping 
of Racehorses 

The British Veterinary Association had been invited to 
give written and oral evidence to the Duke of Norfolk’s 
Committee on Doping of Racehorses and the President re- 
ported verbally on exchanges which had taken place up to 
the present time. He said that it had given great pleasure 
to them all that a member of the profession (Dr. Wool- 
dridge) had been appointed a member of the Committee. 
Because they had been asked to present evidence at rather 
short notice he had invited Mr. H. Bell, Mr. J. S. M. Cos- 
grove, Dr. A. C. Fraser, Mr. S. L. Hignett, Mr. Wm. C. 
Miller and Mr. E. Brayley Reynolds to form a small Sub- 
committee to deal with the matter. They had already been 
before the Duke of Norfolk’s Committee and had been 
asked to return in about a month. The Parliamentary and 
Public Relations Committee gave formal approval to the 
composition of the Sub-committee and gave it power to 
co-opt. 


Weights and Measures Bill 

A report on this Bill, by the Chairman of the Veterinary 
State Medicine Committee, was read to the Committee for 
information and accepted. The Bill was on the agenda for 
the meeting of the Veterinary State Medicine Committee 
for action. 

The Committee agreed to recommend that a note should 
appear in THE VETERINARY RECORD at an appropriate time 
explaining how the provisions of the Bill, for example the 
proposed change from the apothecaries to the metric system 
would affect veterinary surgeons. 


Rating of Scientific Institutions 
The Secretary of the Parliamentary and Scientific Com- 
mittee in the House of Commons had drawn the Associa- 
tion’s attention to the fact that the Government’s Rating 
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and Valuation Bill had now been presented to the House 


and would shortly be coming up for its Second Reading. 
His letter, with relevant extracts from the Bill, on which 
he asked for the Association’s comments, had been circu- 
lated to members of the Committee. It was agreed that a 
letter should be sent to the Minister expressing the Associa- 
tion’s support for the proposal that a 50 per cent. reduction 
in the rates on the premises of institutions engaged in the 
furtherance of science should be allowed. 


Publicity 

The General Secretary reported that letters dealing with 
the B.V.A’s. attitude to the foot-and-mouth disease slaughter 
policy had appeared in The New Statesman, The Farmer's 
Weekly and in provincial papers. Articles had been pub- 
lished in The Farming Express and other papers. Letters 
dealing with the control of rabies and canine vaccination 
had also been published. The B.V.A. had been invited twice 
to nominate speakers for broadcasts on topical subjects and, 
in addition, the President had been “Guest of the Week” 
on Woman’s Hour. The President’s letter to Members of 
Parliament about the Betting Levy Bill had also been useful 
publicity for the Association. 

Discussing the general position it was agreed that if the 
public relations work of the Association was successfully 
fo be prosecuted a person should be appointed to carry out 
the work and that it was desirable that funds should be 
made available to this end. 


Other Business 
(a) Campaign for Control of Warble Fly Infestation. 

The Committee did not deal with this item. 
(b) House of Commons Estimate Committee, 

tee D. Invitation to Submit Evidence. 

It was reported that the Home Appointments Committee 
had considered an invitation to the Association to present 
oral or written evidence to Sub-committee D of the House 
of Commons Estimates Committee. They had recommended 
that oral evidence should be given on behalf of the Associa- 
tion by a panel consisting of the President, the Chairman 
of the Home Appointments Committee, Mr. Hebeler and 
Mr. A. Steele-Bodger. The Parliamentary and Public Re- 
lations Committee welcomed this invitation to the Associa- 
tion. 

It was agreed that it might be useful if a larger Com- 
mittee were appointed to give consideration to the Associa- 
tion’s evidence and to help to prepare a brief for the panel. 
(c) Parliamentary and Scientific Committee. 

The Chairman reminded the Committee that Dr. F. R. 
Bell was no longer representing the Association on the 
Parliamentary and Scientific Committee. It was agreed that 
the General Secretary should be recommended as the 
second B.V.A. representative on this body. 


Sub-commit- 


THE VETERINARY STATE MEDICINE 
COMMITTEE 


Mr. G. Atkinson moved the reception of the 
report. 


Mr. J. B. Johnston referred to the item on “Swine 
Fever” and in particular to the statement: “There fol- 
lowed some discussion on the wisdom of recommend- 
ing a 28-day period between vaccination and sale of 
pigs, but it was concluded that it must still be left to 
each area to make its own arrangements”. He 
understood from the resolution passed at the previous 
Council meeting that it was being left with the areas 
which already had schemes in operation to operate 
them as they were until they could be amended to 
conform to the resolution of the Council stating that 
in the opinion of the Council the period between vac- 
cination and sale should be 28 days. It appeared that 
individual areas were going to be allowed to make 
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their own arrangements. The whole idea of the 
resolution was that there should be a reasonably 
uniform scheme operated throughout the country. 


Mr. Atkinson said that the Council’s resolution on 
the matter at the previous meeting was that the de- 
cision should be in the nature of a recommendation 
in the interests of uniformity to the Divisions of the 
Association. It was not mandatory but simply 
advisory. 


Mr. Johnston said he was under the impression 
that the non-mandatory part of the resolution refer- 
red solely to fees. 


Mr. A. 3. Adams asked whether the great majority 
of the profession had any information on the scheme. 


Mr. Tweed recalled that the Cheshire Joint Scheme 
between farmers, auctioneers and veterinarians in the 
Lancashire Division was sent to the Association for 
reference so that the Secretary would be in a position 
to supply any member asking for particulars. The 
B.V.A. had not drawn up a scheme of its own but 
had undertaken to supply veterinary surgeons with 
ear marking code numbers. The Council recom- 
mended the Cheshire Scheme for discussion, and the 
period of 28 days was a recommendation only. There 
was no decision that those concerned in Cheshire had 
to call the joint body together to change the 14 day 
period to one of 28 days. The intention was to con- 
tinue with the 14 days which was found to be quite 
satisfactory. 


Mr. Johnston said that in his view, after the dis- 
cussion at the previous Council meeting, all members 
of the Society of Practising Veterinary Surgeons were 
quite definite in their minds that the “not mandatory” 
part simply referred to the fees. It was understood 
that the Council was recommending to any members 
who were starting a scheme that they should have a 
28-day period between vaccination and sale, and the 
fees which were suggested were not necessarily man- 
datory. 


The President asked the General Secretary to read 
the relevant minute. 


Mr. Atkinson said that many Divisions were dis- 
cussing the scheme with reference to 28 davs as 
opposed to the 14 days. As to the question of infor- 
mation being given to Divisions, it was up to the 
Secretaries of the Divisions discussing the scheme to 
apply to headquarters for information about the 
Cheshire scheme. 


Mr. D. S. S. Nicholson said that with regard to the 
periods of 14 and 28 days, members from the Mid- 
West and Western Counties Veterinary Associations 
met farmers at Taunton with a view to starting such 
a scheme. The farmers had the Cheshire scheme in 
front of them so they knew what the alternatives 
were, and they said although they were nrenared to 
accept that scientifically 28 days was desirable, they 
felt sure that practically speaking if 28 days were in- 
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sisted upon, the scheme would be killed. The Divi- 
sions would be informed of the result. 


Mr. Wilkinson said that in his area there was no 
difficulty about 28 days; similarly in Warwickshire 
there had been no difficulty over that period. 


Mr. J. B. Edwards stated that in Hertfordshire the 
scheme was under way, but the N.F.U. had dug their 
toes in with regard to 28 days because they had re- 
ceived information that it had gone so well in 
Cheshire where the 14-day period had proved satis- 
factory. 


Mr. Johnston said that the resolution of the pre- 
vious Council meeting was meaningless. There was 
a long debate on the advisability of a period of time 
between vaccination and sale, and when the schemes 
were being drawn up it was recommended that a 28- 
day period should be instituted. If discussion were to 
be carried on at various levels ignoring the previous 
decision, it seemed useless for the Council to have a 
prolonged discussion on the matter and pass a 
resolution. 


Mr. J. A. Dall said that more information was 
required of the Associations which were discussing 
swine fever schemes because as Mr. Nicholson had 
pointed out, the Western Counties Veterinary As- 
sociation were initiating a scheme and it was neces- 
sary to have some guidance about whether the 
Council felt that the 28 days period was now man- 
datory. In his view, if it were insisted upon, in cer- 
tain instances the whole scheme would backfire and 
would not work. 


The President said that a note might be sent to 
Divisional Secretaries giving details of the Cheshire 
scheme and the recommendations made by the 
Council at its previous meeting. 


Mr. Dall said he had had the scheme and the 
recommendations, but in his area it was being found 
impossible to negotiate. 


Mr. Wright recalled that a few veterinary surgeons 
started the scheme on a voluntary basis, but they 
had been accused of going to outside bodies such as 
the local branch of the National Farmers’ Union. 
The rules of the scheme were those framed and 
Suggested by veterinary surgeons. The Union 
co-onerated. First of all the advice and agree- 
ment of veterinary surgeons in the county was 
sought. It was operated entirely through the Division; 
it was a voluntary scheme and there was no question 
of national fees. Everything possible had been done 
for a few months to keep it within the precincts of 
Cheshire and Lancashire in order to find out whether 
there were any faults or difficulties. It was a success, 
and many Divisions had asked for copies of the 
rules. Up to 15.000 pigs had been vaccinated to date 
and no snags had been encountered. Other people 
wanted to go along similar lines, but they were now 
coming back and asking the Cheshire people to 
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change it. It had nothing to do with the State or 
with anyone else and was entirely voluntary. Other 
groups of veterinary surgeons could make alterations 
to the rules for their areas as they wished. It was 
not a national policy. The only reason the British 
Veterinary Association was brought in was to deal 
with the question of keeping a central register of 
code numbers and as such this was not a B.V.A. 
scheme. 


Mr. Steele-Bodger said that while he sympathised 
with Mr. Wright’s touchiness on the scheme, none the 
less he felt that some of his remarks were not strictly 
true. A group of veterinary surgeons did enter into 
negotiations with a small group of farmers, but both 
groups were members of national bodies, and as was 
pointed out, when Mr. Parsons went to start the 
scheme in Wiltshire, his group were faced with a fait 
accompli in Cheshire. Mr. Steele-Bodger said he 
could not believe that it did not come via Agriculture 
House. 

As to the period, the recommendation about 28 
days was plainly stated, and there seemed little doubt 
that where a scheme was put in hand for the future, 
28 days should be the recommended period. It was 
further suggested that as time went on the scheme 
should be altered even in those regions where it was 
at present operating. The Council passed a definite 
resolution and it would seem that in certain parts 
of the country it was not being adhered to. 


Mr. Hebeler suggested that the operative word was 
“recommended”. The whole question turned on how 
far a recommendation could be an instruction and 
not advice. In his view, a recommendation was advice 
and not a very definite instruction. He further sug- 
gested that it would be a great pity if vacciration 
schemes of the sort outlined did not come about be- 
cause people were not prepared to accept the period 
of 28 days. It was a pity that areas should not be 
allowed to work it out on their own while adhering 
as far as possible to the recommendations of Council. 

Another point brought up at the Council meeting 
in November was that the Animal Health Division 
did not officially support the 28-day period. Mr. 
Nicholson told the Committee at its meeting the day 
previously that the question had been asked of the 
Divisional Veterinary Officer present whether the 
period should be 28 or 14 days. The reply received 
was that pigs receiving the crystal violet vaccination 
should have attained an immunity in 14 days. In his 
view the Council should accept the use of the word 
“recommended” as meaning advice and not an 
instruction. 


Mr. T. C. Denholm read an extract from the report 
of the discussion which followed the passing of the 
resolution at the previous meeting of Council. “The 
President said it seemed to him that the resolution 
was merely a recommendation for those areas which 
considered the formation of a new local scheme. But 
had members anv advice to offer with regard to a 
national scheme?” The next speaker was Mr. Steele- 
Bodger who said “The resolution passed that morn- 
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ing was surely the broad advice that was required.” 


Mr. Steele-Bodger pointed out that the remark had 
been taken slightly out of context. It was in fact re- 
ferring to another point. Could the Council do more 
than issue a recommendation to individual Divisions? 


Mr. Denholm said that a few lines above the ex- 
tract he had quoted a member of Council asked a 
particular question, “Mr. Edwards asked whether the 
matter was still not a local one . . . N.F.U. branches”. 


Mr. Atkinson, quoting from the minutes of the last 
Council meeting as published in THE VETERINARY 
RECORD, pointed out that the minutes read “After 
considerable discussion the following resolution was 
assed: “The Committee recommend to Council that 
the Cheshire Scheme for certified crystal-violet vac- 
cinated pigs be recommended to areas wishing to 
introduce such a scheme, etc.’”, and said that that 
would appear te be a recommendation of the whole 
scheme but not an instruction. 


On the motion of Mr. Atkinson, seconded by Mr. 
Callender, the report was adopted. 


A meeting of the Veterinary State Medicine Committee 
was held at 7, Mansfield Street, London, W.1, on Thursday, 
19th January, 1961, at 10.30 a.m. 


Present: Mr. G. Atkinson (Chairman), Mr. I. S. Beattie. 
Mr. E. R. Callender, Mr. A. S. Chapman, Mr. P. E. Curtis, 
Mr. T. C. Denholm (Hon. Secretary), Mr. J. B. Edwards, 
Mr. E. F. Hardwick, Mr. H. F. Hebeler (Hon. Treasurer), 
Mr. S. L. Hignett (Vice-President), Mr. S. Jennings (Presi- 
dent), Mr. R. E. McGrath, Mr. N. P. Male, Mr. P. J. Mit- 
chell, Mr. D. S. S. Nicholson, Mr. A. D. Osborne, Mr. K. 
— Mr. L. E. Perkins, Mr. E. Wilkinson, Mr. G. 

yse. 


Apologies for absence were received from Mr. A. G. 
Beynon (Vice-President), Mr. H. E. Bywater, Mr. E. Conn 
and Mr. A. Sutherland. 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on 16th November. 
1960) had been circulated beforehand and were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


Matters Arising 
(a) Terms of Reference for the Veterinary State Medicine 
Committee. 

The Committee reviewed the terms of reference defining 
its functions as they appeared in the Association’s by-laws, 
but decided that no change was necessary in the wording of 
the relevant by-law and that attention to its application 
would meet the case. The point was made, however, that 
on some matters it would be valuable if Committees with 
overlapping interests could be informed of action being 
taken by the one responsible for action. 

(b) Slaughter and Inspection of Poultry: Draft Code of 
Practice. 

The Chairman reported that the Code of Practice had 
been considered by the Sub-committee dealing with it, and 
the Association’s views conveyed to the Ministry of Health. 
While broadly in agreement with its terms, the Association 
felt the Code would be more effective if it had, rather, the 
force of a Regulation. 

(c) Poultry Refresher Courses. 

The Chairman reported on discussions between represen- 
tatives of the B.V.A., on the one hand and the Director of 
the Central Veterinary Laboratory and some of his Staff, 
on the cenclusion of which the latter had promised to con- 
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sider the proposed refresher courses and send his comments. 
A further meeting on the subject had been held at B.V.A. 
Headquarters on 17th January, the report of which was 
read to the Committee. It was proposed that stimulating 
articles on the courses should be prepared for THE VETER- 
INARY RECORD, and that after their publication applications 
should be invited for places on the courses; if there was not 
a suflicient response by a given date, the courses would not 
be held. 

After discussion it was moved that the Veterinary State 
Medicine Committee approve the report of the Sub-com- 
mittee, and thank them for the work they had done. It was 
recommended to Council that the arrangements suggested 
by the Sub-committee be put into operation with the full 
support of the Association. 

(d) Swine Fever. 

It was noted that the Minister of Agriculture, in reply 
to a recent question in the House of Commons, had an- 
nounced the impending introduction of a compulsory 
slaughter policy with compensation against swine fever, and 
that a further announcement would be made when details 
had been discussed with interested organisations. Among 
these, it had later been learned, was the British Veterinary 
Association, whose views would be sought in due course. 

A letter from the Eastern Counties Veterinary Society in 
this connection was read to the meeting. Guidance from the 
B.V.A. was sought on certain aspects of the eradication 
scheme, and a few points which the E.C.V.S. thought might 
usefully be brought out in any discussions with the Ministry 
were put forward for consideration. In discussion, it was 
emphasised that the point on which information was most 
urgently needed was whether vaccination should continue 
alongside the slaughter policy. It was recommended that a 
letter be sent to the Ministry welcoming in principle the 
initiation of a scheme, and asking for information on this 
point and for the earliest possible opportunity of oe 
the matter with them, particularly in view of the fact that 
the practice of swine fever vaccination was proceeding 
rapidly throughout the country. It was further agreed that 
the E.C.V.S. should be informed of the coming discussions 
with the Ministry and thanked for their comments, which 
would be borne in mind in these exchanges. 

The Committee recommended that the President, the 
Honorary Treasurer and the Chairman of the Veterinary 
State Medicine Committee should represent the Association 
in discussions of this matter with the Ministry. The Presi- 
dent was asked to explore other means of obtaining the 
information required. 

As regards the B.V.A. scheme, the General Secretary 
reported that to date fourteen practices had applied for 
serial numbers, and the comment was made that this stood 
against a background of other schemes already operating 
successfully elsewhere in the country. There followed some 
discussion on the wisdom of recommending a 28-day period 
between vaccination and sale of pigs, but it was concluded 
that it must still be left to each area to’ make its own 
arrangements. It was proposed and agreed that the full title 
of what had hitherto been loosely called “The B.V.A 
Scheme” should be “The Swine Fever Certified Vaccination 
Scheme.” 

(e) Control of Warble Fly. 

As agreed at the last meeting, the possibility of inaugurat- 
ing a campaign directed at the eradication of warble fly in- 
festation had been placed on the agenda for the present 
meeting. A memorandum prepared by Mr. J. B. Edwards 
on the subject was before the meeting, and Mr. Edwards 
amplified verbally some of the points. He was warmly 
thanked for his researches into this matter. 

After consideration, it was proposed that a Sub-committee 
be set up, comprising the following members: the Chair- 
man and Vice-Chairman of the Veterinary State Medicine 
Committee, and the Chairmen of the Farm Livestock and 
Parliamentary and Public Relations Committees together 
with a member whom the Animal Health Division of the 
Ministry should be invited to nominate. 


Brucellosis 
(a) Government Policy. 
The Ministerial announcement in the House of Commons 
(already noted by the Farm Livestock Committee at its 
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meeting earlier in the week) was before the Veterinary State 
Medicine Committee. It was noted that the Ministry of 
Agriculture proposed shortly to inaugurate a scheme for 
the free vaccination of calves against contagious abortion, 
and that when certain preliminary details had been worked 
out, they proposed to consult the B.V.A., with other in- 
terested organisations, for discussion of the scheme. Also 
before the meeting was a request from the Eastern Counties 
Veterinary Society that the B.V.A. should attempt to ascer- 
tain from the Ministry when the Scheme was to be inau- 


gurated. ; 
It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the Ministry 


asking for precise information as to when the Scheme 


would be inaugurated. 
(b) Oxford Working Group. 

The General Purposes and Finance Committee at its 
meeting the previous November had referred to the Veter- 
inary State Medicine Committee an invitation from the 
Chairman of the Oxford Working Group on Brucellosis for 
the Association’s observations on the possibility of bringing 
together the various bodies interested in the subject. 

It was agreed after discussion that, in reply, an indication 
should be given that the Association was interested and 
believed it should be possible to bring together other bodies 
concerned in the matter, suggesting that among them should 
be included the National Farmers’ Union. 


Weights and Measures Bill 
A report from the Chairman on this proposed Bill had 
been circulated to members before the meeting, and was 
now discussed and accepted. The Chairman was thanked 
for his study of the matter, and his very concise summary 
of the position. 


Other Business 
Battery System of Egg Production. 
An enquiry from the Conference of Animal Welfare 
Societies on the cruelty or otherwise of the battery system 
of egg production was referred to the Technical Develop- 


ment Committee. 


THE GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE 
COMMITTEE 

The Presideat moved the reception of the report 

Mr. J. A. Moss referred to the paragraph on 
“Quarterly Budget Statements and Estimates”, which 
read “It was moved and carried that in future 
Quarterly Budget Statements should be dealt with 
only by the Finance Sub-committee, and not brought 
forward to the General Purposes and Finance Com- 
mittee”. He asked whether there would be a state- 
ment of income and expenditure for consideration by 
the General Purposes and Finance Committee. 

The President replied that that was so. 

Mr. J. H. McGhee directed attention to the para- 
graph dealing with the mobile radio service, and 
pointed out that the report read “The General Sec- 
retary added that no replies had been received to the 
enquiry in THE VETERINARY RecorD for details of 
any unsatisfactory service”. It should not be taken 
necessarily that there were no points of unsatisfac- 
tory service in the mobile radio service. There were. 
The chief cause of dissatisfaction was that other users 
were put on the same wavelength. 

Mr. Johnston asked whether the Sub-committee 
would consider obtaining the views of some of the 
Clubs on the possible reconstitution of the Council, 
because it had to be borne in mind that there were 
many members of Clubs who were members of the 
Association but who were not members of Divisions 
for various reasons, and it would be advisable for 
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some approach to be made to obtain the views of the 
Clubs as to the possible reconstitution of the 
Council. 

The President said it was recommended that when 
the scheme was more precisely formulated it be sent 
round to Divisions. There was no direct communica- 
tion with Club members except in so far as they were 
Association members. 

Mr. Johnston suggested that when the scheme be- 
came available to Divisions it might also be made 
available to Clubs. 

Mr. Taylor said that it was up to individual mem- 
bers to make it available to Clubs. 

Mr. Callender appealed to members to support the 
Veterinary Hygiene Section at the Royal Society of 
Health Congress to be held in Blackpool. It was an 
important section which was attended by veterinar- 
ians, Medical Officers of Health and various people 
interested in public health, and there were 2 papers 
of considerable interest. The President had agreed to 
present one dealing with the effects of hormones on 
meat and meat production and there was one by 
Mr. Blamire in dealing with meat inspection. 

Mr. Henderson referred to the suggestion that the 
Tropical Diseases Handbook should carry a charge 
£1 10s. post free, and said that there was likely to 
be a demand for the handbook from overseas which 
would entail heavy postage charges. 

Miss Brancker pointed out that it was cheaper to 
send books overseas than to places within Britain. 

Mr. Henderson did not press the point. Turning to 
the item, “Commercial Exhibition—Oxford Congress, 
1961”, he said he desired to refer to the work done 
by the President when he met the Chairman of the 
Exhibitors’ Committee. Mr. Jennings created an 
extremely favourable impression upon the exhibitors 
who, at the time, were feeling that they had several 
wrongs to be righted. As a result of the President's 
work the atmosphere had changed from one of slight 
antagonism to complete co-operation and enthusiasm. 

Professor Mitchell asked whether the report of the 
Sub-commitiee, which in his view contained a great 
deal of matter which should not go forward, would 
be published. 

The President replied that he was quite happy that 
should be published. 

On the motion of the President, seconded by Pro- 
fessor Montgomerie, the reports were adopted. 


A meeting of the General Purposes and Finance Com- 
mittee was held at 7, Mansfield Street, London, W.1, on 
Thursday, 19th January, 1961 at 2.15 p.m. 


Present: Mr. S. Jennings (President) in the Chair, Mr. 
K. P. Anderson, Mr. G. Atkinson, Mr. N. M. Black, Miss 
W. M. Brancker, Mr. E. R. Callender, Dr. E. Cotchin, 
Mr. T. C. Denholm (Hon. Secretary), Miss M. J. Freak, 
Mr. E. F. Hardwick, Mr. H. F. Hebeler (Hon. Treasurer). 
Mr. S. L.. Hignett (Vice-President), Mr. S. F. J. Hodgman, 
Mr. F. V. John, Prof. W. M. Mitchell, Dr. R. F. Mont- 
gomerie, Mr. J. A. Moss, Mr. D. F. Oliver, Dr. P. D. S 
Pugh, Dr. K. C. Sellers, Mr. A. Steele-Bodger, Mr. A 
Thomson, Mr. G. Tullis, Mr. W. Tweed, Miss O. Uvarov. 
Mr. J. B. White. Mr. E. Wilkinson. Mr. A. J. Wright 
Prof. D. L. Hughes attended by invitation. 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. A. G 
Beynon (Vice-President), Mr. H. E. Bywater, Mr. G. N 
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Gould, Mr. J. M. Ingram, Dr. S. E. Piercy and Prof. A. 
Robertson. 
Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on 17th November, 
1960) had been circulated beforehand and were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


Matters Arising 
(a) Laboratory Diagnosis and Ancillary Services. 

An interim note from the Chairman of the Sub-committee 
considering this matter was before the Committee, and 
summarised the findings to date. A certain amount of taba- 
lation still remained to be done, however, before a final 
analysis of the position could be reached. The Chairman 
of the Sub-committee, Professor Hughes, was warmly 
thanked for the work and time he had given to this enquiry. 

The comment was made that, even at this stage, much 
of the information gained from the survey might well be 
useful in connection with the Sub-committee on Estimates 
and its request for evidence from the B.V.A. 

(b) Hospitalisation. 

The Chairman of the Small Animals Committee reported 
that no further meetings of the Sub-committee on this sub- 
ject had taken place since the last meeting of the General 
Purposes and Finance Committee. He hoped, however, to 
be in possession of some useful data on the subject before 
the next quarterly meetings, and to be in a position then 
to consider plans. 

(c) Congress Standing Committee. It had not been possible 
since the last meeting of the General Purposes and Finance 
Committee to arrange a meeting of the Sub-committee 
charged with selection of places for future Congresses, but 
it was hoped they would be able to report to the next meet- 
ing of the main Committee. 

(d) Articles of Association, British Veterinary Association. 

It was reported that the comments of the Board of Trade 
were still awaited. 

(e) Constitution of Council. 

An interim report from the Sub-committee on this matter 
was considered, and it was agreed that there should be a 
further meeting of the Sub-committee, who were asked to 
report back to the General Purposes and Finance Commit- 
tee. It was proposed that when the plan was more precisely 
formulated, a memorandum as the system should 
be sent to Divisions. 

(f) Mobile Radio Service. 

It was reported that the General Post Office Radio Ser- 
vices Department had been asked to give sympathetic con- 
sideration to veterinary surgeons who might ask to be 
placed on a short-wave frequency channel for their mobile 
radio sets. The reply was to the effect that in the past the 
authorities had done their best to meet such requests, but 
that they could not provide exclusive channels for services 
such as these, in view of the heavy demand from all cate- 
gories of user. They would, however, continue to deal as 
sympathetically as possible with each applicant who might 
approach them in future. 

The General Secretary added that no replies had been 
received to the enquiry in THE VETERINARY RECORD for 
details of any unsatisfactory service. 


Royal Socieiy of Health Congress—Blackpool, 1961 

An invitation to the British Veterinary Association to 
send representatives to the Health Congress to be held at 
Blackpool from 24th-28th April, 1961 was received with 
appreciation. It was agreed that the Senior Vice-President 
and the Honorary Secretary be asked to attend as the 
Association’s representatives. 


Report of the Finance Sub-committee 
A report of the meeting of the Finance Sub-committee 
held on 17th January, 1961 was before the Committee. 


A meeting of the Finance Sub-committee was held at 7 
Mansfield Street, W.1, on Tuesday, 17th January, 1961 at 
5.00 p.m. 


Present: Mr. S. Jennings (President) in the Chair, Mr. 
H. E. Bywater, Dr. E. Cotchin, Mr. T. C. Denholm (Hon. 
Secretary), Miss M. J. Freak, Mr. H. F. Hebeler (Hon. 
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Treasurer), Mr. S. L. Hignett (Vice-President), Dr. W. R. 


Wooldridge. 


Apologies for absence were received from Mr. A. G. 
Beynon (Vice-President). 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on 15th November, 
1960) had been circulated in advance, and were now taken 
as read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


Matters Arising 
(a) Accommodation: 7 Mansfield Street. 

It was reported that the decision of Council at their 
November meeting in favour of terminating the lease to the 
Association of Retired Naval Officers of their suite on the 
second floor had been made too late to permit of the re- 
quired 6 months’ notice to the tenants. There was a pos- 
sibility, however, which might be determined on or soon 
after 20th January, that the tenancy might be given up 
voluntarily in the near future. In the meantime, certain re- 
dispositions of space had taken place to provide, at least 
temporarily, for the General Secretary to occupy the back 
board room, and for the ground-floor room formerly occu- 
pied by him to be divided between the Assistant Secretary, 
on the one hand, and the Advertising Secretary and the 
editorial assistant on the other. 

(b) Congress Fees. 

The Sub-committee considered carefully the matter of 
Congress fees in the light of information assembled by the 
Honorary Treasurer on budgetable expenses for the Oxford 
Congress. It was recommended that the registration fee be 
increased from 1 to 2 guineas, and that the cost of publica- 
tion of the Congress Handbook be budgeted separately from 
Congress expenses. 

The President recorded the thanks of the meeting to the 
Treasurer for the trouble he had taken in assembling the 
data on estimated costs for the Oxford Congress. 

(c) Handbooks. 

(i) General. The Sub-committee’s recommendation in 
favour of the discontinuance of publishing B.V.A. hand- 
books on completion of those at present in course of pre- 
paration, except on the express authority of the General 
Purposes and Finance Committee, had been referred back 
to it by the latter Committee. 

The Finance Sub-committee received this reference back, 
discussed it, and decided to proceed no further in the matter. 

It was recommended as general procedure for future 
handbooks, that consideration should be given to issuing 
them free of charge to members who might apply for them 
within 3 months of publication, after which time a charge 
would be made, such charge being determined in individual 
contexts as in the past, by the Finance Sub-committee and 
the General Purposes and Finance Committee. 

The suggestion was made that a display stand for all 
priced publications should be bought and used at Congress, 
in conjunction with printed order forms. 

(ii) Handbooks in course of Preparation. Two resolutions 
from the Technical Development Committee were before 
the Finance Sub-committee urging, firstly, expedition in the 
publication of the cage-birds section of the Exotic Animals 
Handbook and, secondly, as wide a circulation as possible 
for the handbook “A Guide to Pregnancy Diagnosis”. In 
support of the latter recommendation, the Technical De- 
velopment Committee suggested for the consideration of the 
Finance Sub-committee that it should be issued free of 
charge to all members in practice, or a sige free of 
charge to any member who might apply for 

As regards the Cage-Bird Section of the Exotic Animals 
Handbook, the Sub-committee recommended that that part 
which was ready for publication be published as a bound 
volume and distributed free of charge to members on de- 
mand. Regarding “A Guide to Pregnancy Diagnosis”, the 
Sub-committee accepted the second alternative of the Tech- 
nical Development Committee, namely that it be issued free 
of charge to any member who might apply for it. 

The Honorary Treasurer reported that estimates for the 
Tropical Diseases Handbook had been considered carefully 
and it appeared likely that it would be a large and expen- 
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sive volume. The Sub-committee therefore recommended 
that a charge of £1 10. 0. post-free be made outside the 
profession, £1.0.0. to students and 15/0d. to members. 


B.V.A. Staff and State Pension Scheme 
(Item arising from minutes of the General Purposes and 
Finance Committee: July, 1960). 
Further consideration was given to this matter and it 
was recommended that the Association should not opt out 
of the National Scheme. 


Budget Statements ’ 

Budget statements for 1960 and the estimates for 1961 
were before the Sub-committee, which after careful discus- 
sion recommended their acceptance by the General Pur- 
poses and Finance Committee and Council. 

It was recommended that the Editorial Committee be 
asked to consider at their next meeting the economies in 
terms of loss of advertising revenue implicit in the discon- 
tinuation of a Congress issue of THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Other Business 
Quarterly Report from the Stockbrokers. 
A report was received and considered from the Associa- 
tion’s stockbrokers. 


Under “Accommodation: 7 Mansfield Street” the Com- 
mittee noted the arrangements made, and empowered the 
Officers to act as seemed most expeditious in any negotia- 
tions which might develop. 

There was some discussion under the item dealing with 
Congress fees. It was agreed on the basis of the Honorary 
Treasurer’s figures that the proposed increase was justified, 
and its acceptance was recommended. 

The report of the Finance Sub-committee was accepted. 


Quarterly Budget Statement and Estimates 

Budget statements for 1960 and the estimates for 1961 
were before the General Purposes and Finance Committee, 
and were accepted. 

It was moved and carried that in future Quarterly Budget 
Statements should be dealt with only by the Finance Sub- 
committee, and not brought forward to the General Pur- 
poses and Finance Committee. 


Officers’ Expenses 
The refund uf Officers’ expenses for the quarter ended 
31st December, 1960. amounting to £651 IIs. 4d. was 
approved. 


Means of Communication with other National Bodies 

A request from the Technical Development Committee 
for an indication of the correct approach in correspondence 
as between the Nationai Farmers’ Union and its Scottish 
counterpart on the one hand, and the British Veterinary 
Association and the Scottish Branch of the B.V.A. on the 
other was before the Committee. 

It was pointed out that the discussions of the B.V.A./ 
N.F.U. Liaison Committee were sometimes hampered by 
the fact that the N.F.U. representatives on that Committee 
represented only England and Wales. After discussion it 
was agreed that the Officers should approach the N.F.U. of 
England and Wales and suggest that at future Liaison Com- 
mittee meetings the Scottish N.F.U. should be represented. 


Commercial Exhibition—Oxford Congress, 1961 

The President reported verbally on a meeting he had 
had with the Chairman of the Exhibitors’ Committee, who 
had made certain very practical suggestions for improving 
the amenities at Congress. A representative of the Veterin- 
ary Exhibitors’ Association Committee had been invited to 
attend the next meeting of the Provisional Committee for 
the Oxford Congress. 


Stapledon Memorial Trust 

It was reported that a “Stapledon Memorial Trust” to 
perpetuate the memory of the late Sir George Stapledon, 
C.B.E., had been set up and that the British Veterinary 
Association had been invited to send a representative to a 
meeting on 24th January, 1961 to discuss the appeal gener- 
ally. A reply had been requested by 10th January at the 
latest. The invitation had been accepted, and Professor 
J. A. Laing had been nominated, and had consented, to 
represent the British Veterinary Association. 
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Other Business 


(a) Items of Extraordinary Expenditure. ; 
The General Purposes and Finance Committee approved 
the following items of extraordinary expenditure: 
R.C.V.S.—Part Share of Luncheon .............. a 
E.S. & A. Robinson Ltd., on taking up “rights 


9 


NE Me WII: a snccnsntactncpseebaneceasinw 112 10 
Bowater Paper Corporation—ditto .................. 88 16 0 
E. B. Bain Ltd., installing new water storage 

IIE aiccc vciencecunwstncsentcdscsesussapstsacsesventess 315 0 
Hypomagnesaemia Conference: Expenses of 

Readers: 

III cuccusecntsanncevoasahbenkecuens . 1210 0 

BN: Bae TRAD incinvncnceccecescpisctccccetecesitcosnscs 1712 0 


(b) Use of B.V.A. Crest on Divisional Stationery. 

A request had been received from the South Wales 
Division for permission to use the B.V.A. crest on thei 
notepaper and other stationery. 

After discussion, it was recommended that the South 
Wales Division be informed that it had been reluctantly 
decided that it would be better for Divisions not to use the 
B.V.A. crest on notepaper, but to reserve its use for this 
purpose exclusively for B.V.A. Headquarters 
(c) Publication of Minutes. 

The Chairman of a standing committee raised the ques 
tion of scrutiny of Committee and Council minutes before 
publication in THE VETERINARY RECORD, in view of the fact 
that the present quarterly meetings were the first after the 
discontinuance of the SUPPLEMENT. It was agreed that for 
the present they should be published in full and in the 
same form as hitherto. 


B.V.A. Annual Congress, Oxford, 1961 
Dr. D. G. Howell presented a provisional report of 
the arrangements being made for the Annual Con- 
gress, 1961. 


Date and Place of next Meeting 
It was agreed that Council should meet in Edin- 
burgh on April 7, 1961. 


Other Business 

Miss Freak asked whether it was possible for 
Council and Committee papers to be sent out a little 
earlier. 

The President said he would ask the General 
Secretary to look into the matter. 

Mr. Henderson recalled that at the last Council 
meeting he raised a matter concerning the question 
of a Veterinary Centre. It had been referred back for 
discussion. 

The President said there was no place in the agenda 
for the item the reason being that a reply from the 
Royal College was only received on the 17th January. 
It was discussed informally at the time when the 
Officers of the Association went to visit some mem- 
bers of the Royal College, including the President. 
The President of the Royal College promised that he 
would bring the matter before his Officers and the 
Association’s Officers had only just received the 
reply. 

“The Secretary read the letter from the Royal Col- 
lege. 

» Henderson said the reply was not unexpected 
as far as he was concerned. In his view, and in the 
view of other progressive members of the profession. 
the Royal College had failed to seize an opportunity 
which some members felt to be unique and might 
never be repeated. 


The meeting terminated at 3.10 p.m. 
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The Veterinery Profession, Past, Present and Future. 


but a whole new concept has been formed. For- 
tunately, with this great awareness of the value of the 
profession, there also arose a tremendous surge 
forward in research. Powerful weapons were put into 
our hands, powerful drugs, therapeutics of all sorts, 
anaesthetics and surgical techniques. We were in the 
happy position not merely of saying “ look here, you 
want us, I am sure we can do you some good,” but 
we had the tools to go forth and do it ; and the results 
have been tremendous. You do not want, at this 
stage, any sort of technical description of some of 
the changes which have occurred, but if those of you 
who have seen a little practice can visualise practice 
with no barbiturates, no chemo-therapeutic agents and 
no antibiotics, | think you will realise the scope of the 
changes. Changes have also occurred, up to a point, 
in the structure of the profession-particularly with the 
development of such things as the Veterinary [nvesti- 
gation Service which has done a tremendous amount 
of good. 


During the war the sheep, pig, poultry and beef 


cattle populations of this country were reduced to 
mere skeleton breeding stocks, and the dairy cow was 
practically the only animal which the veterinary 
surgeon in practice was asked to deal with ; you will 
remember that, by this time, the decline of the horse 
had gone a very long way. Then we had that curious 
period after the war of gradual restocking, and per- 
haps the first animal that became important in the 
rural economy was the humble pig. Practitioners at 
that time did not know very much about pigs ; we 
never had much opportunity ; in fact, it has often 
been said that we only recognised 2 diseases of pigs 

“swine fever” and “ not-swine fever.” But, in a 
short while, the pig became an animal of very great 
economic importance, and the veterinary surgeon was 
called in more and more to deal with it. You will 
know for yourselves how much pig work is being 
done in this country, not merely by those in practice 
but also on the research side. Shortly after the pig 
became important our sheep population began to 
multiply, and not only multiply but increase in 
economic importance. Here, again, new demands 
were made upon us, and many of us had had very, 
very little to do with sheep. Once again we had to 
try to learn—we had at least to try to keep one 
step ahead of our clients, and that was not always 
easy. So things went on. Beef began to come back, 
and the tremendous problems one always associates 
with calf management developed ;_ small-animal 
practice developed ; poultry practice is now develop- 
ing rapidly; and the profession, | am glad to say, is 
gradually taking more and more interest in it ;_ prac- 
tice amongst exotic animals is becoming more 
important. I do not mention these changes from only 
one point of view, the historical one. There is 
another. I am tremendously impressed that any man 
or woman, with one basic form of training can adapt 
himself, or his profession can collectively adapt itself, 
to new demands and new forms of work relatively 
quickly. I think that reflects, firstly, very great credit 
upon our educational system, and secondly, very 
great credit upon the organisations within the pro- 
fession such as the British Veterinary Association 
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which does so much to try to help us from the 
technical aspect. 

I have spoken so far almost entirely of practice 
which is not surprising—after all that is my own 
personal interest—but there has been one vast mile- 
stone in the profession’s history during the last two 
decades : the passing of the Veterinary Surgeons Act 
of 1948. That was a most fortunate Act, in spite of 
the fact that many of our learned fathers fought it 
tooth and nail at the time. It was something of an 
omnibus act because it did 2 things : not only did it 
place veterinary education within the sphere of the 
universities, but it gave the Royal College certain 
additional powers and also controlled unqualified 
practice. That, | think, has been a tremendous step 
forward, and it was a queer repetition of the earlier 
Act when once again we had to create a new Register 
for those who had been carrying on practice, although 
unqualified. Nobody wanted to do this particularly, 
but, I think, in fairness one must realise it was the 
proper thing to do. Before the passing of the Act 
those people who were carrying out unqualified 
practice were doing a perfectly proper, normal, legal 
job, and therefore, no Government would pass an act 
which simply put them out of work. So this new 
Register had to be formed. I can remember the dis- 
cussions on this Act, and of what a terrible tragedy 
it would be. Estimates of the number of people who 
would be placed on the Supplementary Register were 
anything up to about 2,000, but as you know, when 
ultimately this Register was formed I think I am 
right in saying that the greatest number placed upon 
it was something under 400. Those people have been 
absorbed, one might say, under the aegis of the Royal 
College, and also, happily, under that of the British 
Veterinary Association. The formation of the new 
Register, | think one can say, has done no harm 
whatsoever to the profession. 

A point I think of interest is the very much 
greater utilisation of the profession’s services by the 
general public. The numbers on the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons have increased by some 50 per 
cent. in 25 years, and yet there is no unemployment 
within the profession ; none at all. In fact, we are 
still in many ways undermanned :° there are still 
hardly sufficient new graduates to fill the places in 
practice ; many Overseas countries are very anxious 
to obtain veterinary personnel. Nevertheless, | would 
like to see the veterinary surgeon of the future taking 
part in a rather wider field of activity than he does at 
present, but I do not think that is likely to occur in 
the immediate future ; but | am not going to make 
the mistake of going forward into Professor Wright’s 
country, it is for him to tell you his thoughts of the 
future of the profession. 

I would like to finish my remarks by a very short 
summary of what I have said. Firstly, we were pre- 
sented with a tremendous opportunity. Secondly, we 
grasped that opportunity with both hands and have 
made tremendous strides during the past 25 years. I 
am quite convinced that the status of our profession 
has never been higher than it is to-day. I am perfectly 
convinced also of this, that Professor Wright will give 
you a very happy picture of the future. 

The third paper in this symposium will be 
published next week. 
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News and Comment 


FIRST CONFERENCE OF THE WORLD 
VETERINARY POULTRY ASSOCIATION 

The first conference of the World Veterinary 
Poultry Association was held in Utrecht, in the 
Institute of Anatomy, Veterinary Faculty, Utrecht, 
in November, 1960. Twenty countries were 
represented. 

Papers, which were of a very high quality, were 
presented by speakers from different countries and 
there was a well sustained discussion after each. 

A general meeting was held during the conference, 
at which the foundation President, Professor de 
Blieck, was unanimously elected Honorary Life 
President. Other office-bearers elected were :— 

President: Professor A. Brion; Vice-Presidents : 
Professor P. P. Levine, and Dr. R. F. Gordon; 
Secretary /Treasurer: Dr. W. M. McKay, and Assis- 
tant Secretary/Treasurer: Professor Fritzsche. 

It is hoped that the next conference will be held 
in 1962 and invitations from possible host countries 
would be welcomed. 

During the conference the presentation of a 
President’s chain of office was made to Dr. Blount 
on behalf of the British Veterinary Poultry 
Association. 


THE STEELE-BODGER MEMORIAL PRIZE 


This prize was created by the fund established in 
1953 to perpetuate the memory of the late Harry 
Steele-Bodger. It takes the form of a travelling 
scholarship or a contribution to a tour of study 
abroad. In addition, applications for grants of small 
amounts to enable practising members of the pro- 
fession to make short study tours abroad receive 
sympathetic consideration. 

Members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons are eligible, together with final-year 
students of any of the university veterinary schools 
in the United Kingdom and Eire. The closing date 
for applications is June 30th, and further particulars 
may be obtained from the General Secretary of the 
B.V.A. 


APPOINTMENT OF NEW DIRECTOR, N.A.A:S. 

The National Agricultural Advisory Service has 
a new Director as from March Ist, Mr. W. E. Jones, 
B.SC.(AGRIC.), has taken over on the retirement from 
public service of Mr. J. A. McMillan, c.B.£., 
B.SC(AGRIC.). Mr. Jones, aged 45. who took his 
degree at the University College of Wales, Aberyst- 
wyth, joined the N.A.A.S. when it was established 
on October Ist, 1946. 


THE COLONIAL VETERINARY SERVICE 


Promotion: J. F. F. Callear, Veterinary Officer. 
Tanganyika, becomes Senior Veterinary Officer, 
Tanganyika (ex-British Guiana). 

D. E. Faulkner, ex-D.V.S., Nyasaland, has now 
taken up the post of Liaison Officer for Research and 
Development of Animal Industry, The West Indies 


Federation. He is stationed at Port-of-Spain, 
Trinidad (Ministry of Natural Resources and Agri- 
culture, Federal House, Port-of-Spain). 

Promotions: K. W. Aspinall, Deputy Director of 
Veterinary Services, Nyasaland becomes Director of 
Veterinary Services, Nyasaland. J. D. Rennie, 
D.T.V.M., Veterinary Officer, Nyasaland, becomes 
Senior Veterinary Officer, Nyasaland. R. J. Isaacs, 
B.SC.(AGRIC.), N.Z., Livestock Officer, becomes Senior 
Animal Husbandry Officer, Nyasaland. 

Contract appointments: N. A. K. Nielson, 
Veterinary Officer, Tanganyika, ex-Nigeria and the 
Sudan. G. Malnati, Veterinary Officer, Tanganyika. 
K. A. Kristensen, Veterinary Officer, Tanganyika. 
N. T. A. Grunnet, Veterinary Officer, Tanganyika. 
Miss Perry Stahl, Animal Husbandry Officer, Tangan- 
yika, and P. J. Lemche, Veterinary Officer, Northern 
Nigeria. 


BICENTENARY OF THE LYONS VETERINARY 
SCHOOL 

We are asked by our French colleagues to 
announce that the world’s oldest veterinary school, 
L’Ecole Nationale Veterinaire de Lyon, which was 
founded in 1762 by Claude Bourgelat under the 
patronage of King Louis 15th, will celebrate its bi- 
centenary on the 26th and 27th of May, 1962. 


UNIVERSITY NEWS 
Liverpool 

The annual Veterinary Society ball was held on 
February 24th in the Students’ Union. It was 
attended by more people than ever before. A 
cabaret was provided by members of the student 
society, the theme for the decorations was “ the 
Jungle ” and guests danced through the trees until 
2 a.m. 

This year a Veterinary Society dinner will be held 
at Reece’s Restaurant on April 28th (7.30 for 8 p.m., 
dress or lounge suits). 

It is hoped that this dinner will be the inaugural 
annual dinner. It is further hoped that graduates 
of the Liverpool School will take this opportunity 
to establish a reunion with their former class-mates. 
The guest speaker will be Professor J. G. Wright, 
Dean of the Faculty. Other speakers will be J. 
Hamilton (President, 1958-59) and the student 
President and Vice-President. 

Tickets, price 16s. are available from the secretary 
(Annual Dinner), Veterinary Students Society, 
Chatham Street, Liverpool, 7. 


MR. IVOR PULLON 


Mr. R. M. Arnold writes :— 

Mr. Ivor Bertram Pullon, Assistant Commissioner 
of Veterinary Services, Tanganyika, passed away on 
February 14th after a short illness. 

Ivor Pullon spent the whole of his service in 
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Tanganyika and was stationed in most parts of that 
large Territory. He will be remembered by all 
veterinary surgeons who served there as a popular 
and esteemed member of the Department. His 
hospitality, especially to newcomers and to up- 
country officers, his cheerfulness and his steady 
contribution to the work of the Department over 
the years will be long and affectionately remembered. 

The sympathy of all will go out to Zana, his wife, 
and to Jennifer and Rosemary, his daughters. 


B.O.C.M. POULTRY AWARD, 1961 

This trophy, which is awarded annually to the 
person who, in the opinion of the committee con- 
cerned, has made the greatest contribution to the 
British poultry industry was this year awarded to Dr. 
C. Horton Smith (Houghton Poultry Research 
Station) whose work in the field of poultry parasi- 
tology has gained for him much distinction. This. 
the eighth award, was made by Mr. Esmond 
Robinson, at a luncheon at Grosvenor House on 
February 24th, when the profession was widely 
represented. 


R.C.V.S OBITUARY 


We record with regret the death of the following 
member of the profession : — 


McKEAan, Hugh, of 3 Albert Street, Lytham, Lancs. 
Graduated Glasgow, December 13th, 1952. Died 
February 27th, 1961, aged 31 years. 


PULLON, Ivor Bertram, Assistant Commissioner for 
Veterinary Services, Department of Veterinary 
Services, P.O. Box 9152, Dar-es-Salaam, Tanganyika. 
Graduated July 13th, 1940, at the Royal (Dick) School 
of Veterinary Studies. Died February 14th, 1961. 
aged 42 years. 


PERSONAL 

Mr. W. Barton Sparrow is sailing on March 10th 
from Tilbury, aboard S.S. Arcadia to take up an 
appointment with William Cooper & Nephews 
(Australia) Pty. Ltd., Sydney. 

Mr. David Jawara, a graduate of the Glasgow 
University Veterinary School, has just become 
Minister of Education and Welfare in his native 
country of Gambia. Mr. Jawara was awarded a 
veterinary scholarship in 1947, was admitted to the 
Glasgow School as a student in 1948, and qualified 
in December, 1953. He later obtained the Diploma 
in Tropical Veterinary Medicine from the University 
of Edinburgh. In 1954 he accepted an appointment 
as Government Veterinary Officer in Gambia, and 
has taken a keen interest in the politics of his country 
ever since. 

Mr. Bruce V. Jones resigned his position with 
Allen and Hanburys Ltd. at the end of January 
to join Aspro-Nicholas Ltd. He had been with Allen 
and Hanburys Ltd. for over 74 years acting both as 
Veterinary Adviser and as Head of the Veterinary 
Research Department. His new appointment with 
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Aspro-Nicholas Ltd. is as Veterinary Products 
Executive in the Group Staff Marketing Department 
and he will be based at Slough, Bucks. 

Professor L. P. Pugh had the honour of delivering 
the Pepys Oration at the Pepys Dinner at Magdalene 
College, Cambridge, on February 23rd, and, of 
proposing the toast “To the Immortal Memory of 
Samuel Pepys.” 


Marriage 

BaTE—NEwTH.—-At the Church of St. Mary the 
Virgin, Hayes, Bromley, Kent, on February 24th, 
1961, Terence Charles Bate, B.V.SC., M.R.C.V.S., to 
Mary Evelyn Newth, of Bromley, Kent. 


COMING EVENTS 
March 

8th (Wed.). ASSOCIATION OF VETERINARY TEACHERS 
AND RESEARCH WORKERS, NORTHERN REGION. 
Annual General Meeting at the Department of 
Veterinary Pathology, University of Liverpool, 
‘ 
2 p.m. 
SouTH WALES Division. Annual General Meeting 
at the Golden Lion Hotel, Lammas Road, 
Carmarthen, 2.15 p.m. 

9th (Thurs.). V.V.B.F. NorTH OF SCOTLAND 
Division. Annual Dinner and Dance in the 
Northern Hotel, Aberdeen, 7.30 p.m. 
B.S.A.V.A. SUSSEX REGION. Meeting at the New 
Imperial Hotel, First Avenue, Hove, 8 p.m. 

10th (Fri.). GLASGOW UNIVERSITY VETERINARY 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. Annual Ball in the St. 
Enochs Hotel, 8 p.m. 
EAST MIDLANDS Division. Annual Dinner Dance 
at the George Hotel, Nottingham, 7 p.m. 
RoyAL COUNTIES VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 
Annual General Meeting at the Caversham Bridge 
Hotel, Reading, 2.30 p.m. 

1Sth (Wed.). R.A.V.C. Division. Meeting at the 
R.A.V.C. School and Stores, Thornhill, Aldershot, 
11 a.m. 
THE SOUTHERN COUNTIES VETERINARY SOCIETY. 
Joint Meeting with the B.S.A.V.A. (Southern 
Region) at the Royal Hotel, Winchester, 7.30 p.m. 
W.C.V.A. DEVON BRANCH. Meeting at the Three 
Tuns Hotel, Honiton, 7.30 p.m. 
NORTH OF SCOTLAND DIviIsiOn. Spring Meeting 
in the Northern Hotel, Aberdeen, 2.30 p.m. 
LAKELAND VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. Annual 
General Meeting at the Fleece Inn, Kendal, 7 p.m. 

16th (Tues.). ESSEX VETERINARY SocleTy. Meeting 
at the Saracen’s Head Hotel, Chelmsford, 7.30 p.m. 

18th (Sat.). B.S.A.V.A. NorRTH WESTERN REGION. 


Meeting at the Exchange Hotel, Liverpool, 7.30 
p.m. 


22nd (Wed.). WARWICKSHIRE VETERINARY CLUB. 
Joint Meeting with the Midland Counties 
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Veterinary Association in the Regent Hotel, 
Leamington Spa, 2.30 p.m. 

23rd (Thurs.). WESTERN COUNTIES VETERINARY 
AssociaTION. Annual General Meeting at the 
Rougemont Hotel, Exeter, 2.30 p.m. 


27th (Mon.). EAST YORKSHIRE CLINICAL CLUB. 
Meeting at the Talbot Hotel, Malton, 7 p.m. for 
first annual dinner. 


April 
Sth (Sat... B.R.X. Crus. 15th Annual Dinner at 
the Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, 
N.W.1, 6 for 7 p.m. 
28th (Fri.). Liverpoot UNIVERSITY VETERINARY 
Society. Dinner at Reece’s Restaurant, 7.30 p.m. 
for 8 p.m. 


MEETINGS OF B.V.A. STANDING COMMITTEES 
AND COUNCIL 


At 7, Mansfield Street, London, W.1. 
Wednesday, March 29th 
Finance Sub-committee. 5 p.m. 


At the Royal Dick School of Veterinary Studies, 
Edinburgh 
Wednesday, April Sth 
Veterinary State Medicine Committee. 10 a.m. 
Small Animals Committee. Noon. 
Farm Livestock Committee. 3 p.m. 


Thursday, April 6th 

Parliamentary and Public Relations Committee. 
10.30 a.m. 

Home Appointments Committee. 11.45 a.m. 

General Purposes and Finance Committee. 2.15 
p.m. 


Friday, April 7th 
Council Meeting. 10 a.m. 


ADDRESSES OF DISEASE INFECTED PREMISES 


[he list given below indicates, first the county in which 
are situated the premises on which disease has been con- 
firmed, followed by the postal address and date of outbreak. 


Anthrax 

Berks. Fawler Manor, Kingston Lisle, Wantage (Feb. 27). 
Cumberland. WHowrigg, Blencarn, Penrith (Feb. 17). 
Devon. Higher Cotley Farm, Dunsford, Exeter (Feb. 27). 
Hereford. Lower Farm, Venns Green, Marden (Feb. 22). 
Kirkcudbright. Mill of Plunton, Borgue (Feb. 27). 
Lancs. Fox Clough Farm, Colne (Feb. 23). 

Norfolk. Mamor Farm, Bintry. Dereham (Feb. 21). 
Wilts. Cockhill Farm, Trowle, Trowbridge (Feb. 23). 
Yorks. Hospital Farm, Ouchthorpe Lane, Stanley, 

Wakefield (Feb. 27). 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease 

Ches. Village Farm, Wrexham Road, Acton, Nantwich 
(Feb. 23); Shavington Lodge, Crewe: Bache Hall and 
Knowles Farm, Chester (Feb. 24); Dodds Green Farm. 
Aston, Nantwich (Feb. 25): Moston Hill Farm, Backford: 
Ridge Farm, Sound, Nantwich (Feb. 26). 

Denhieh. Liwyn Knottin. Rhosnessey, Wrexham (Feb. 
21); Bedwell Hall, Marchwiel, Wrexham: The Darlands. 
Overton-on-Dee: Tregeiriog Farm, Tregeiriog: Waen. 
Llanbedr, Ruthin (Feb. 22); Bentley Farm, Marchwiel. 
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Wrexham (Feb. 23); Knolton Farm, Overton, Wrexham; 
clas isat, Avenbury (Feo. 24). 

flints. Wy-Newydd farm, Waen, St. Asaph (Feb. 21); 
Penytiord Farm, Knuddlan (Feb. 22), Marian Bach, Cwm, 
Dyserth, Rhyl; Cyrchynen, Waen, St. Asaph (Feo. 23); Plas 
Coch, Waen, St. Asapn; Ly Ucha, Waen (teb. 25). 

Lancs. Warrington Corporation Abattoir, Warrington 
(Feb. 27). 

Norfolk. R.A.F. Station, West Raynham, Fakenham 
(Feb. 25). 

Salop. Ysgubor-Newydd, Penybontfawr, Oswestry (Feb. 
21); Preston tarm, Preston Brockhurst (Feb. 22); Great 
Fernhill, Gobowen; Bellevue Farm, Wem; Abnal Lodge, 
Govowen (feb. 24); Rhosygadfa karm, Knhosygadta, 
Gobowen (Feb. 25); Little Fir Hill, Gobowen; New Marton 
Farm, St. Martins (Feb. 27). 

Warwicks. Poplars Farm, Shelfield, Alcester (Feb. 25). 

Yorks. Roydshill Farm, Low Moor, Bradford (Feo. 27). 


Fowl Pest 

Essex. 401, Rayleigh Road, Tundersley (Feb. 21); 
Hazelwood, Front Lane, Cranham, Upminster; Rear of 
* Doristone,” Arterial Road, Cranham (reb. 22). 

Hants. Woodlands, Juvilee Cottage, Hammer Vale (Feb 
22); 67 Hazelmere Road, Liphook (teb. 25). 

Lancs. Stormer Hill Close Farm, Tottington, Bury (Feb. 
26). 

Lincs. The Railway Allotments, Ruskington, Sleaford 
(Fed. 22); Wesley House, Walcott (Feb. 25). 

Norfolk. 192 Hungate Street, Aylsham, Norwich (Feb 
22); Cherry Tree Lane, Nurseries, North Walsham; 2 Pound 
Road, Hevingham, Norwich (Feb. 23); Broadlands Turkey 
Farm, Old Catton; Gransmere, Short Road, Stratton 
Strawless, Norwich (Feb. 24); The Oaks, Hevingham, 
Norwich (Feb. 25); Highfield, School Lane, Cantley, 
Norwich (Feb. 26). 

Suffolk. Town Street, Brandon (Feb. 27). 

Surrey. Brinksway Farm, Shottermill, Haslemere (Feb. 
21). 

Warwicks. Foxhill, West Haddon, Rugby (Feb. 23). 


Swine Fever 

Bucks. Fulmer Valley Poultry Farm, Windsor Road, 
Gerrards Cross (Feb. 27). 

Derbys. The Farm, Pastures Hospital, Mickleover (Feb 
12 

Durham. Stella House, Springwell, Gateshead 9; Gravel 
Hole, Norton-on-Tees, Stockton-on-Tees (Feb. 27). 

Iiints. Garthficld House, Lloc, Holywell; 1 Voel Gron, 
Bagillt (Feb. 22). 

Glam. Bovertoan Mill Farm, Boverton, Llantwit Major 
(Feb. 22). 

Hants. Highwood Farm, Linford, Ringwood (Feb. 27). 

Hunts. Brooklands Farm, Abbots Ripton, Huntingdon 
(Feb. 27). 

Lancs. Yew Tree Farm, Stalmine, Fleetwood (Feb. 22): 
Danewell Farm, Carrington Lane, Carrington, Urmston, 
Manchester (Feb. 22); Well House Farm, Raikes Road, 
Thornton, Blackpool (Feb. 24); Rainhill Hospital Farm, 
Rainhill, Liverpool (Feb. 27). 

Middx. 8 Smallholdings, Clockhouse Lane, Ashford (Feb. 
2i). 

Salop. The Old Lodge Farm, Barnsley, Worfield. 
Bridgnorth (Feb. 22); Hundred House Farm, Bridgnorth 
(Feb. 23); R.A.F. Piggeries, Cosford, Albrighton, Wolver- 
hampton (Feb. 24). 

Staffs. Branston Farm, Branston, Burton-on-Trent: 
Melville, Fortescue Lane, Rugeley (Feb. 27). 

Surrey. Barncote Farm, Brickhouse Lane, Newchapel. 
Lingfield (Feb. 21). 

Sussex. Old Park Farm, Warninglid, Haywards Heath 
(Feb. 27). 

Yorks. Main Street, Hollym, Withernsea (Feb. 22); Park 
Farm, Melbourne; Piper Hill Farm, Walkerville, Catterick 
Camp (Feb. 22); 36 Front Street, Glasshoughton, Ponte- 
fract; Town End Farm, Gilling West, Richmond: Midfield. 
Ivy Lane, Wakefield (Feb. 23): Swalefields Farm. Morton- 
on-Swale, Northallerton; Mill Farm, Gilling West. 
Richmond (Feb. 24); Bar Road, Beckingham, Doncaster 
(Feb. 27). 
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Letters to the Editor 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent the 
personal opinions of the writer only and their publ cation does net 
imply endorsement by the B.V.A. 


Control of Swine Fever 

Sir,—May I endorse the opinion expressed by Mr. 
P. J. Dalton in THE VETERINARY RECORD of February 
18th? 

In pig areas such as East Anglia, swine fever is 
always a potential menace, and as the source of 
infection is “imported” the mere slaughtering of 
affected pig herds will not lower the incidence of the 
disease. In fact, if crystal violet vaccine inoculation 
lapses there will be, in my opinion, more outbreaks 
than ever. 

Regrettably, much publicity has been given to 
break-downs in crystal violet vaccinated herds. 
Having inoculated approximately half a million pigs 
in this practice in the last 17 years, with no herd 
break-downs, I am a little sceptical of these reports 
of genuine herd break-downs. Was faulty vaccine 
used, or had the potency of the vaccine been greatly 
reduced by too Jong “shelf life.” or having been 
carried about in the boot of a car for a week before 
using? 

I hope that the Minister of Agriculture will bear 
in mind the fact that fowl pest is being dealt with so 
far unsuccessfully by slaughter policy and payment 
of compensation, which latter leaves itself open to 
abuse by some poultry keepers who have taken 
advantage of it. 

Now that the Minister of Agriculture has 
announced that there is to be a scheme involving 
compulsory slaughter and compensation to the pig 
owners, it is hoped that details will be published 
soon. It is also hoped that in the final drafting of 
the scheme, veterinary Surgeons with experience in 
pig practice will be consulted, and so save the 
excellent work done by members towards the 
extension of crystal violet vaccination schemes from 
being brought to naught. 

Yours faithfully, 
3, Upwell Road, W. A. NOBLE. 

March. 

February 23rd, 1961. 


Turkey “X” Disease and the Labelling of Poultry Foods 

Sir,—One is indeed grateful to Mr. Barton-Mann 
for expressing his admiration for the work which 
we have carried out, as well as that of our collabora- 
tors who, with others, have become interested in the 
problem of turkey “X” disease. 

It seems a pity, however, that Mr. Barton-Mann 
has clouded the issue both by prejudice, and 
ignorance of the facts. He seems to have auto- 
matically assumed that we relied upon groundnut- 
meal as a “very good source of lysine.” As a fact, 
since our examinations have shown that the avail- 
able lysine content of the meal was between 1.20 
and 1.40 per cent. we would have been only human 
if we had relied upon this amount being supplied by 
groundnutmeal. Unlike fish and meatmeals, how- 
ever, there is no established relationship between 
the “ available lysine ” and nutritive value of ground- 
nutmeal, and therefore we have always taken steps 


to see that this amino-acid is supplied by animal 
rather than by vegetable proteins. 

Incidentally, the standards we adopt for our turkey 
rations are higher than those given by Mr. Barton- 
Mann, and higher also than those suggested by the 
N.R.C. Furthermore, if we were not able to reach 
these by means of our raw materials, we would 
automatically use synthetic products, like any other 
modern compounder. Perhaps Mr. Barton-Mann 
has not yet found a practical source of synthetic 
lysine? If so we shall be pleased to give him the 
address. 

But why all the excitement about a possible lysine 
deficiency, which only slows down the growth rate 
and produces a band of white feathers? It is not 
lethal to the poults concerned, and therefore of little 
consequence where “X” disease is concerned. 

The other part of Mr. Barton-Mann’s letter which 
I fail to appreciate is why he links groundnutmeal 
and lysine with the “ whey, grass juice and animal 
protein factors”; but doubtless he does. 

What a pity Mme. D’Arblay (Fanny Burney) did 
not know Mr. Barton-Mann, for she would surely 
have written in her diary of August 23rd, 1778, 
“Indeed the freedom with which Dr. Johnson 
(Barton-Mann) condemns whatever he disapproves is 
astonishing.” 

Yours faithfully, 
Stoke Mandeville, W. P. BLOUNT. 

Bucks. 

February 23rd, 196i. 


Otitis Externa in the Dog 

Sir,—1t was most interesting to read Dr. Fraser's 
recent article on Factors Predisposing to Canine 
External Otitis, and Mr. Arnall’s letter on the same 
subject. One must agree with the latter that a team 
of workers is needed to elucidate the whole problem 
of otitis externa. 

There appear to be differences between Dr. 
Fraser’s findings in Edinburgh and one’s own obser- 
vations in London. Here one has little doubt that 
numerous cases of otitis externa in the dog are 
associated with the presence of Otodectes mites. At 
the same time one also has the impression that there 
is little association between clinical skin disease and 
Otitis externa. 

One would support Mr. Arnall’s case for the use 
of simple preparations in treatment. One hesitates, 
however, to recommend the use of ear lotions con- 
taining suspensions of insoluble drugs. Unless such 
lotions are used very sparingly there is the danger of 
promoting further irritation or even blocking the 
canal. This argument also applies to the indis- 
criminate use of powders in the external ear. 

Yours faithfully, 
Royal Veterinary College, JOHN STRATTON. 

Department of Medicine. 

Royal College Street, 
London, N.W:1. 
February 16th, 1961. 
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Electrotherapy for the Farmer’s Wife 

Sir,—I offer no apologies for raising once more 
the recumbent cow. This subject has been discussed 
at length in the past, but in the early part of last year 
a new light was shed on the syndrome by a case 
which was attended by a colleague, who prefers 
not to present the case himself owing to certain 
technical difficulties which will become apparent later. 

The patient was a pedigree Jersey cow, fifth calf, 
calved 24 hours, down in a field. Treatment con- 
sisting of a bottle of 20 per cent. calcium 
borogluconate had already been given by the owner. 
As the animal had not got up, my colleague was 
called in. He was taken to the cow by the farmer’s 
wife, as no one else was available, and found the 
animal fully conscious in a normal sitting position 
near an electric fence, but apparently unable to rise. 
A calcium/phosphorus mixture was administered 
intravenously with no apparent effect. 

It should be pointed out here that at this time of 
the year it was, curiously enough, rather hot and the 
farmer’s wife was appropriately dressed in rather 
short shorts. The phosphorus treatment having 
failed, the veterinary surgeon being of an enterprising 
nature, proceeded to modify the nearby electric fence 
into an electric goad. In the first instance there was 
little reaction. What happened next is not exactly 
clear. There is talk of the conduction of electric 
current through the wet nose of the cow to the un- 
covered portion of the adjacent farmer’s wife. The 
effect, however, was undeniable. Scarcely had the 
echoes of the resultant screech died in the distance 
than the cow picked itself up and departed with ears 
and tail erect from a place in which no lady of breed- 
ing could be expected to remain. 

I feel, Sir, there is a lesson to be drawn from this 
case, possibly several lesions, but I would rather 
leave it to your readers to do so. 

Yours faithfully, 
GORDON K. MACLACHLAN. 
3 Oak Tree Close, 
Jacobs Well, 
Guildford, 
Surrey. 
February 24th, 1961. 


The Treatment of Ear Conditions 

Sir—On February 14th, 1959, a letter of mine 
was published concerning the appraisal of a new 
product* for certain ear conditions. The formul. 
includes paradichlorobenzone B.P.C. 2 g., benzocaine 
B.P. 2.7 g., chlorobutol B.P. 5 g., O01. terebinth B.P. 
15 ml. gammexane, two per cent. active constituents 
per 100 ml. Since then many cases have been treated 
of which it has been possible to follow up 67: 21 
cats and 46 dogs. 

In this series only one type of condition was 
treated, namely, that which I have always taken to 
be parasitic otitis. Clinically it is the commonest 
ear complaint seen in this practice, and usually it is 
fairly well advanced. The ear in full of a dark red- 
brown, hard, often crumbly material which adheres 
to the hair. Underneath, the skin is inflamed and 
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painful. The ears do not smell and are never moist. 

Samples were taken and examined for mange mites, 
but these were found in only 25 cases (11 cats and 
14 dogs). This may be because skin scrapings were 
not taken. The clinical signs are so constant that 
it seems safe to conclude that the aetiology is the 
same in all cases. 

It would be necessary to put the animal under a 
general anaesthetic to clean the ears properly and it 
would take a long time. Instead, the owners were 
given | oz. of this product in a dropper bottle and 
instructed to put 4 drops in the affected ears once 
daily and return the patient for examination in one 
week’s time. In all cases the material had softened 
and the external part of the ear could be easily 
cleaned: the treatment was repeated for a second 
week. Then, the canal could be cleaned of almost 
all the waxy material. Eight cats and 19 dogs 
required no further treatment. The remainder re- 
ceived another week’s treatment, by which time they 
all seemed cured. The condition recurred in 5 cats 
and 2 dogs between | and 3 months later, but | 
would not rule out the possibility that re-infection 
may have taken place. 

There is no doubt that this product and treatment 
are effective and easy for the condition described. 
This ear complaint is common in cats and dogs. It 
was frustrating to treat with former medicants and 
techniques and the results were not always good, 
mainly because the concretion was so hard and in- 
scluble that the gammexane contained in some ear 
lotions could not penetrate. Cleaning under general 
anaesthetic often made the ears so painful that the 
animal resisted all subsequent attempts by the owner 
to apply lotions or ointments. 

Yours faithfully, 
Green Paddocks, W. J. JORDAN. 

Pulford, near Chester. 

February 24th, 1961. 


A Hazard Encountered in the Use of Rubber Ring 
Castration of Lambs 

Sir,—I read with interest of the hazard encountered 
by Mr. E. P. Nelson in the use of rubber ring cas- 
tration of lambs (Vet. Rec. 73. 154). 

It prompts me to report 3 cases of urethral ob- 
struction, as a result of urolithiasis, encountered last 
spring in yearling steers which had been castrated 
by rubber rings within 1 week of birth. 

The steers were each of a different breed and had 
been reared by different systems of management 
varying from an early weaning system to single 
suckling. The subsoil of the corresponding farms 
also varied. Considering that the method of cas- 
tration is the only obvious common factor in these 
3 cases one wonders whether or not the scar tissue 
laid down as the result of carelessly applying the 
rubber ring too high in the very young animal may 
result in some constriction of the penile urethra with 
subsequent predisposition to urolithiasis. 

Yours faithfully, 
47. Fndless Street. D. G. WILLIAMS 
Salisbury. 
fits. 
February 20th, 1961 





